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rituals should not be permitted in the mosque. This isolation of the mosque 
from the life of the community has converted what was, in the life of the 
Prophet, a centre of social and cultural life into place where ene is only 
allowed to say his prayers. It is not the mosque alone which has been thus 
isolated, the prayer itself has lost its integral relationship with the life of 
the people. What does the prayer mean? It is an act of submission, when 
man acknowledges his faith in God, and His Prophet, and His revelaticns, 
and secks guidance to organise his life according to the principles revealed 
in the Qur'an, The prayer is thus a reaflirmation of the principles which 
govern man's life, It would be absurd to use the prayer for verbal re- 
affirmation, when one had no intention of allowing that reaffirmation to 
govern one's life outside the mosque. 

For Mawlind Mawdédi the assumption that politics and religion are two 
different activities, each regulated by different and often contradictory 
rules, makes no sense at all, He explains in Tafhim al-Qur'én and in his 
other works that the same set of principles and the same scheme of values 
govern man’s conduct in all spheres of thought and conduct. You do not 
reaffirm during the prayer your belief in truth, honesty and tolerance, 
unless you realise that the principles of truth, honesty and tolerance apply 
in every walk of life, in business as in education, in private dealings ay in 
public conduct, in religion as in politics, If you insist on regulating the 
political life of the people by the principles of Islam, you are not doing this 
to gain some doubtful political ends, you are only asserting that all ends 
have to be moral, whether they are political ends or scientific ends. And 
all ends must be gained only through the means which conform to the 
Qur'an and the Sunnah. The life of the Prophet himself is the finest example 
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of an individual who followed the same principles which he had derived 
from the Qur'an in regulating his conduct in all spheres of life. 

Mawlina explains in the Mugaddimah that the process of revelation 
coincides with the beginning of the Islamic movement, The sequence in 
which different chapters are revealed has a purpose which is fulfilled when 
the movement reaches its culmination. The Qur’in is a book of principles 
and not of details. Its purpose is to state and advocate, through reason and 
Persuasion, the intellectual and moral basis of the Islamic way of life, but 
itis the life of the Prophet which provides a practical interpretation and 
4 complete demonstration of the Qur'inic principles. When Mawlina 
Suggested that one would recognise the truth and validity of Hadith through 
‘one’s knowledge of the sensibility and temperament of the Prophet (mizaj 
shinds--rasil’), he was attacked for trying to set himself up as some 
kind of an arbiter of Hadith, His critics said that he was indirectly claiming 
that he alone possessed understanding of the sensibility and the tempera- 
ment of the Prophet. One sometimes comes to understand a person through 
his critics, Certainly 1 have learnt to understand some of the points made 
by Mawhin& Mawdadi in his writings through this process. On the question 
of Hadith, could not see what the critics were getting so worked-up about, 
Any student of literature knows that a person who acquires sufficient 
familiarity with the style and tone of an author begins to develop a sense 
‘of judgment, Ifa piece of writing is produced before him, he is able to say 
on the basis of his judgment whether it could have been written by the 
author or not, Experts can distinguish on the basis of style alone whether a 
play is by Marlowe or Shakespeare, or whether a painting is an original 
Van Gogh or a fake, It is not unusual for unsuspecting customers to buy & 
piece of artistic work as original when it is no more than a clever copy. In 
Pakistan several factories produce fake Gandhara pieces, which American 
tourists buy as originals at fabulous prices. A person who is conversant 
with Gandhara takes one look at a piece and is able to say this is not 
genuine, A verse is recited and you say it could not be by Iqbal or Ghalib. 
‘The same principle applies to the knowledge of Hadith, One has to immerse 
oneself in the message of the Qur'an and the life of the Prophet to develop a 
sense of judgment, judgment born out of identification with the message 
and its implementation, and one can then fecl whether a Hadith is sound 
or not, Mawlina has never claimed that he has acquired such knowledge 


or judgment, 
IV 


‘A Unique Experiment in Communicating the Message of the Qur'an 

As read Tafhim al-Que’dn 1 was moved not only by the excellence of its 
language, the directness of its expression, the intensity of its grasp of the 
original, the smooth uninterrupted flow of its diction, but also by the 
explanatory notes which deal with all significant questions and where all 
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kinds of doubts and problems are resolved. Mawlana suggests that as we 
tead the Qur'an, we should make a note of the questions which arise in our 
mind and proceed with the study of the Qur’én. Many of these questions 
will be answered by the time we finish reading the Qur'an. Those that 
remain will be resolved in the second or third reading. The Qur'an is not 
‘meant just for academic study. One begins to understand the Qur'an as 
‘one goes through life. It is a book of guidance to which one returns again 
and again for enlightenment, for resolving one’s inner conflicts, and for 
instruction to deal with the problems of life. 

I must explain why I decided to base my own translation of certain themes 
of the Qur'an, in English, on the basis of the rendering in Tafhim al-Qur'an 
in preference to any other translation. One brief example should suffice. 

There are moments when the Qur'an addresses the Prophet directly, 
particularly when he is in distress. One such moment occurs in Sirah 
al-An‘dm, verses 2-36. The Prophet had been engaged in his mission for 
twelve years. His detractors pursued him relentlessly and demanded that he 
should produce some concrete evidence of the fact that he was a messenger 
of God and what he claimed to be revelation was of divine origin. The 
persecution unleashed by the Quraysh had exceeded all bounds. A number 
of the believers had been forced to migrate to Abyssinia. It was in this 
situation that this Sirah was revealed. I give below first the translation of 
the relevant verses as contained in Ma'drif al-Qur'dn (vol. 3, pages 298- 
312) by Mawlind Mufti Muhammad Shafi'. 


Wp Cole Ml ii gevetbowirlees! 
LANA AKL NS ise feesntbs 
Veil eS hole, olel oul pei? 
GN Soh Hohe ote iba x 
IMS Seshi Shure Lipieuigilss 
ey 

un ntin oly, wth xy) wEsihs 
SHS weit ig\ pees EA Eel 
-ruUsboulfuse 

Sipe Sh 2 Bir: bp ih aif 
“Ge AL asl Stosa pies 
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ypeirefeSebr vhs erty 
erly Ey wt Byer bjsSF6) 
Mey See MSE i tener 
-Lpeldnn st. 
Selby balry tte or Gretna 
waidouii cesta wriesZ AG Melee! 
Sidlufe asi Suxvrnomraantest£y wl 
efx ieee wotsects 
Sais Lo Ore 
LkeetFor cfu! LOC aes 
TEL WATS Aveo 
Liked foie pineal otis) 
LSC BLN Opa Sola Tosi bale 
Lurie hist) 
Webi tlerex hie. tole whith) 
BhiphuiLoledizrortexbhuwi Ly 
Lostpedia pS EI Oe 
DBAS Sopigeegigseu 
Lappe 
Every word of the original has been translated with great care and ac- 
curacy. The original and the translated words are printed below each other. 
The result is that the structure of the sentence has become cumbersome, and 
the reader has to rearrange the words and to restructure the sentences in 
his mind to understand the meaning of the original, A wholly new style of 


writing has thus been developed which corresponds neither to the spoken 
language nor to any kind of written language. The only merit it has is the 
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proximity of the literal equivalent to the original word. A great deal of the 
spirit and warmth of the original, and the rhythmic flow of the language, 
has been lost in the process. The translator himself is forced to paraphrase 
his own translation. You thus have the original, the literal rendering, the 
paraphrased version and the explanatory notes. All this makes the reading 


heavy-going. 
‘The same yerses translated by Mawland Abul Kalam Azad in Tarjumdn 
al-Qur’an (vol. 1, pages 473-476) read as follows: 


CALE Gh rte! Grol! 

reser Lold pte by siti Bovess 
Le AH LS HL Se hehe 
Sides bro LvdemSgri rts Lo ffoig 
Vb atin PA pel sity Le uteiilnle. 
OGRA Lovin KIL, SG Sie Cengly) 





“bbe hotter 
dil cl al Mei Sedat ie 
SrA Sent hin Les lie S Lye Sesuse 





Gelso 

Son): Eu GypwHElLsy Se nS at 
Buch see Lb id Lh cline 
Li PMN Leth Seats 

Pier Borrte it fe LFF oles 
wep lier LeiLorele ley 
Bere tuts SB ace usec oles 
by bibrre Sots balh. Gsouy, 
aw tober 6ri Sb grees (se eh, S 
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AG Area fA Sri ervinliee 
we D6 he ce ie torah: 
Loyd Frei Wy SOREL 

tise Ess Ses gle ihr Lari his east sn 
ull Sp 

rer corey Ath e Li owlets! 
Sede tele er Libel 
Men blggir Lap ABE LG Bin Le jne 
Lupheget AO Gael Luk te oe’ 
Ce PEN SA i Lhe Surtees 
hy 

Sow Sew li peur encey wiGoy 
Seeder tics Ibe TS hile Wht oar 
“bg irenerfectrnL femsiiod 
ate tdor Lope insta. sontetei es 
Sevlicumtclent 

LoiurPxsiseKteph Lehi SiiSeou 
LGR MAP) ee Sigerie 

CH Ake SA) GLGE hen 
(vb terest eure tin Pee <tts 
“Gee forniSal Bue 

ott Lt whi Lis fe £Se Bis, obaysi 
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. 2 . 
Shines Be pbs) Gp Sis PELE 
ly - rd — 
BBL wi Sz Dob sh Ree ous 
weet Sseus head Sus drbH So! 
hse en 
Mg eASP SAIS hte geyal 
BLiloj Enea this Gh po fn 
Se 4 cA re 
Aldean ths Le KEKE tol ae LE 
oF eh Le feta ch iGusi trey 
Mreaba th, Ler Gis SE Rea 
SP eae ie cul tiny 
PA GEG LE 23 Sregto Git 
bien git Dutvewy 
-Lfvetty wl Ay 
The accuracy of the translation is maintained but the language now has 
greater flow, The reader does not have to restructure the sentences. Some 
of the phrases are a little involved, others are unnecessarily archaic, as if 
the use of simple words would affect the sanctity of the original, But the 
translator is rarely satisfied with his own rendering, and, every now and 
then, he puts in an explanatory phrase in parentheses. There are forty- 
one places in this extract alone where explanatory phrases have been put in 
brackets, and in all two hundred and thirty-four words are used for the 
purpose. This excessive reliance on explanatory phrases within the text of 
the translation weakens the confidence of the reader in the rendering and 
interrupts his communication with the original, 
; he es now the translation given in Tafhim al-Qur'an (vol. 1, Pages 
30-537). 
eee Gotir tH je ry) 
bla pn SAGE Ses nit hig re 


CGA hes wlLIst 
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eee La Nthe NA defile 
tone ist6Oid hee wiigi Betis 
Splvln- vidi Labor S tin Lle a 
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SavSea tite rtrinbuye ou 
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orl es bees Un PE sydd sue 
tsb wh Wordutpase line 
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Sure de Cufplpe Garni. < BIL! 
Lite wm hiice rise 
ee Bete li Gates le pert ites 
eC Lal Hs bE eo 
ilgetih wh pene cnte £ 
Boigu t Chee ine Ey err lpnuxsl 
RL hen 0 Se, S03 
pie Su Mint thst ee SAN Age 
oli Hasire Pay f hy inureb lx 
Oph fASSLID UL sbewe 
SG Luress POSS geen foe 
Hele pur piirerpeypeers 
Leta 2 Link tonSb wens 
‘The language of this translation has undergone a dramatic transforma- 
tion, It has been relieved of all archaic and pretentious phraseology. There 
is nothing complicated or pedantic in any of the words or phrases and the 
translation follows its own course almost without interruption. The 
parentheses have not all disappeared. There are some fifty words in 
parentheses at five places, but they do not explain the translated words, 
they merely provide links in communication and heighten the rhythm 
of the language. The reader no longer needs any explanatory notes. He 
does not have to rearrange any words or to restructure any sentence, The 
meanings of the original are conveyed to him with a directness and sim- 
plicity unknown in any of the earlier translations. It was this quality of 


translation which helped me to translate the original into English in the 
following words: 












Fmeroloe 





“There are some among them who lend you their ears, 
but they are dull of hearing and their hearts are muffled, 
so nothing penetrates into their mind. 

Let them be shown any sign, they will not believe. 
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‘They come to you only to dispute. 

And the disbelievers among them 

dismiss what you tell them as nothing but old tales. 
They do not allow themselves to be persuaded by truth 
and dissuade the others too. 

But do not think that they harm your cause, 

they only harm themselves, though they do not know. 
Imagine them standing an the brink of Hell 

when they will say: if only we could 

return to the earth, we will join the believers, 

and defy the signs of God no more. 

Not that they mean this. 

What else can they say confronted with what they denied? 
Were they to be sent back, they 

will do exactly what they used to do, 

‘They are but liars, 

Here they claim; this is the only life we have 

and we shall not be raised after we die. 

If only you could see them arraigned before their Lord, 
“Is this not the truth?’ He will ask, 

and they will submit, ‘Yes, O Lord.’ 

“Well then’, He will ordain, ‘suffer 

now the consequences of your disbelief.” 

Lost are those who deny the return to 

‘God till the hour is upon them, 

Then they exclaim; Oh, what a terrible mistake we made! 
‘There they are with their sins on their backs. 

Look, what a frightful burden they bear! 

Life is but transient pleasure, 

‘The Hereafter is a better abode for the righteous. 

Do you not understand this? 

We know you are grieved by what they say. 

‘They denounce not you but the message of God 
Before you too the prophets were denounced. 

But they suffered patiently till We came to their rescue. 
No one can change the words of God. 

‘And you know something of what the prophets had to go through. 
Do you find the indifference of the people unbearable? 
Then, if you have the strength, 

raise a ladder to the sky 

or dig a tunnel into the earth and 

find them some convincing proof? 

Had God willed it so they would 

all have submitted to guidance, 
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Let there be no mistake, 

only those who hear respond to the call. 

As for the dead, they will remain 

in their graves till they are raised by God, 

And to Him they shail return.” (6: 25-36) 


sg 


Mandate 

1 shall conclude by recounting a recent experience. I had gone to par- 
ticipate in the First World Educational Conference in Makka in April 
1977, The Conference provided me with a rare opportunity to spend 
several days and nights in the Ka"bah. | always carried the first volume of 
Tafhim al-Que'dn with me and was able to translate parts of Sirah al-Fatihah, 
Mawhina says that the word Fatihah means commencement or introduction, 
He explains that Sirah al-Fatihah is a prayer which man has learnt from God 
and he begins his study of the Qur'an with this prayer. Man prays for what 
he wants with the conviction that the One to whom the prayer is addressed 
is capable of granting his prayer. Mawlind then suggests that the real 
relationship between Sirah al-Fatihah and the rest of the Qur'an is not that 
of an introduction to the book and the book itself. It is a relationship 
between prayer and the response to the prayer. Siirah al-Fatihah is man's 
prayer to God and the Qur'in is God's response to that prayer. Man says to 
God, guide me, and God places before him the whole of the Qur'an for this 
guidance, | had read this several times but I understood its real meaning 
during a moment of prayer in the Ka*bah. 

1 was sitting on Mount Safi and 1 could see the dome above me 
decorated with stained glass bearing certain verses of the Qur'in. In 
front of me up to Mount Marwa were two streams of men and women 
draped in white: they came in groups, in pairs, and individually, chanting 
and raising their arms, moving restlessly, reaching out — now quickening 
their pace a little and now slowing down. It was as if the whole of humanity 
was on the march. 

‘The first night after performing the ‘wmrah I sat by the side of the Ka‘bah 
praying. The long black cloth, relieved by inscriptions in Arabic, smoothly 
descended to the marble floor, its ends held by large brass rings. Behind me 
was a caravan of people going round the Ka*bah, but as I sat facing the wall 
of the Ka'bah I could only see the shadows delineated in front of me, bob- 
bing silhouettes, hollow figures in varying configurations, fleeting across the 
dimly-lit expanse of the wall of the Ka'bah, It was the ceaselessness of the 
movement of shadows which captivated me. All these shadows were 
hastening in breathless pursuit of something unknown. They leaned and 
pressed forward as if there was not a moment to be lost, What were they all 
seeking, these people, these figures, these shadows’? They seemed to moan 
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and cry, and plead and pray. Were they seeking wealth, fame, success or 
eminence? Were they asking for power and glory? The few words that I 
could catch, now and then, seemed to be words of sorrow. The ceaseless 
motionscemed to turnintoanact ofceaseless repentance. They hadlostcontact 
with mundane life. This loss of contact might not be permanent but for the 
moment it seemed to stretch itself into infinity through perpetual motion, 
and was symbolised not just by the shadows before me but by the memory 
of unknown figures of men, women and children of all ages, colours and 
climates receding into antiquity. 

There was not a moment when people were not going in a circle round 
the Ka'bah or walking up and down between the two Mounts, except when 
the call for prayer rose to the skies and rebounded from the hills. Then a 
sudden silence descended upon the vast multitude, All movement ceused 
and the hollow shadows crystallised dramatically into a single act of 
submission. The prayer over, the restlessness began all over again. 

“Worship does not lie in facing toward the East or the West.” Here in 
the Ka’bah people stand facing the Ka‘bah at all angles and from all direo- 
tions. There is no /mdm in front of you. You hear him reciting the verses of 
the Qur'an as if from nowhere, There is no intermediary between God and 
man. They all form a circle round the House of God and I can visualise this 
circle expanding, its orbit widening, ring after ring, row after row, until it 
encompasses the whole universe = the direction, even the geographical 
location ceasing to have any relevance. An act of individual submission is 
thus transformed into an act of universal submission, 

In Sirah al- Fatihah man prays to God for guidance. This prayer represents 
man’s discovery of perfect expression in a moment of awareness of reality, 
‘The divine attributes of mercy and compassion are extolled in the introduc- 
tory verse. The first verse appeals to God, to Whom alll praise is due as the 
God of the Universe, not of any particular race or nation. He creates and 
nourishes the worlds and ensures their development to a state of perfection, 
a state characterised by balance, moderation, tolerance, beauty and charity. 
‘The second verse mentions the two attributes which sustain all that is 
created by God — grace and mercy, both infinite and inexhaustible. We 
then come to the point of final judgment on man’s conduct. Each man gets 
what he earns, thus establishing the principle of accountability. The fourth 
verse is a complete charter of human liberty and dignity. Man enters into a 
covenant with God which excludes all other helpers and masters. He breaks 
off all bonds of subservience at one stroke and proclaims that to God 
alone will he bow in obedience and to Him alone will he turn for help, 1 
recall the moment when I first realised the significance of this verse: “We 
worship You alone and to You alone we turn for help”. It was a moment 
of freedom when all fear disappeared, and within me I felt a great resur- 
gence of confidence and faith. Sirah al-Fatihah is divided into two move- 
ments, The first culminates in the third verse, followed by an affirmation of 
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relationship in the fourth, bringing man into direct communion with God, 
and in the last three verses man makes his choice in favour of good. He be- 
seeches God for guidance. In the last two verses man places himself in the 
mirrors of time and sees what would happen if he were to lose faith and 
prays devoutly that he may be spared the anguish of those who were led 
astray, and asks for guidance to the path of those who were blessed. 

‘As groups of people return to Mount Safa from Marwa, they raise their 
arms heavenward trying to catch a glimpse of the Ka‘bah, acknowledging, 
as it were, that they had been shown the right path. It was at this precise 
moment that I realised what Mawlina meant by suggesting that man prays 
to God in Sirah al-Farihah and God places the whole of the Qur'in before 
him for his guidance, Here for the first time I experienced how God's 
promise of providing guidance to man had been fulfilled. Man had been 
given a complete mandate, and, having achieved a level of enlightenment 
and emancipation, it was now his responsibility to execute the terms of the 
mandate according to his own judgment. 





CHAPTER EIGHTEEN 


Mawlana Abul A‘la Mawdidi 


The Man, the Scholar, 
the Reformer 


Allahbukhsh K. Brohi 


I FIRST heard the name of Mawhind Abul A’li Mawdidi before the 
partition of the subcontinent which, as is well known, took place in 
August 1947 and it seems to me in retrospect that the circumstances in 
which his name came to be mentioned have a great deal to do with the way 
I came, in the days that were to follow, to regard him both as a man and as 
a scholar, It was my spiritual Father, the late Dr. "Allama 1, 1. Kazi (sub- 
sequently the first Vice-Chancellor of the University of Sind) who first 
introduced his name to me. I can recall very vividly to this day that scene: 
he had a pamphlet in his hand written in Urdu and to this he drew my 
attention. The pamphlet was captioned: Musalman awr Mawjiidah Siydst 
Kashmakash, which, when freely translated in English would mean: 
“the Muslims and the present political conflict”. Not only was the name of 
its author mentioned respectfully by ‘Allama Kazi but he actually read out 
‘a great deal of the pamphlet to me, interrupting his reading of it by inter- 
polations of his personal comments which were aimed at offering an inter- 
pretation of its significance by way of a sort of running commentary. From 
this I gathered the impression that Father Kazi had considerable respect for 
the scholarship of Mawlind Mawdddi. Up to then I was of the opinion that 
the only Muslim thinker he respected was the late “Allma Mashriqi who in 
those days was directing the Khaksir movement, Father Kazi had a good 
deal of admiration for Mashriqi’s approach to the religious and political 
problems with which the Muslims of the subcontinent were then con- 
fronted, Although I had developed considerable respect for the view-point 
of ‘Allima Kazi about whatever he had to say to me, I had my own reserva~ 
tions about the ultimate success of the Khaksir movement and naturally on 
that account I did not myself join it, although it was largely under Father 
Kazi's influence that some of the students who were my college-mates in those 
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days joined that movement in large numbers. When Father Kazi, therefore, 
began to mention the contribution that Mawdadi had made in that 
pamphlet by clarifying the real political issues that were at stake I naturally 
turned my attention to his writings and began to cultivate a direct acquain- 
tance with such of his works as were available to me in Karachi. I did 
this to obtain for myself such guidance as could be furnished by him for the 
solution of the political problem which at that time was confronting the 
Muslims of the subcontinent. I distinctly remember till this day the gener- 
‘ous compliments that were paid to Mawdidi by Father Kazi and | know 
of no Muslim scholar of the Indo-Pakistan subcontinent about whom he 
had spoken to me so enthusiastically cither before that occasion or after- 
wards, 

1 must mention here in this context that Father Kazi himself was a 
scholar of considerable magnitude and his exposition of the essentials of 
Islam was a source of great enlightenment to me, Indeed, for me he 
symbolised in his person the Muslim ideal as I had come to comprehend it: 
he was also our Jmdm and we used to say our Friday prayers behind him in 
the Mosque of the Jinnah Courts ~ then called Sir Leslie Wilson Hostel ~ 
situated at Kutcheri Road, Karachi. His congregational addresses were 
listened to with a great deal of admiration and respect by the Muslim student 
community of that time. He remains to this day the most decisive influence 
that there has been upon my own mental make-up and development. 


1 


When Pakistan was established MawdOdi's name became a household 
word and his writings began to exert immense influence upon the life and 
thoughts of the people of Pakistan to an extent that is difficult to 
describe in mere words. Here was a new state that had come into being in 
which the Muslims of the subcontinent were going to lay the foundation 
of w radically new socio-political order to enable themselves and their 
Posterity to practise the teachings of Islam both at the individual as well as 
the collective plane of their existence. And who could conceivably help them 
to do this better than a Muslim scholar of the rank and type that Mawdddi 
was, a scholar well-versed in the elements of religious knowledge? He had 
been for many years before a diligent crusader for the recognition of the 
cause for the establishment of a state which was to reflect in our own time 
the economico-political institutions by means of which Islamic values and 
ideals were going to be realised. Was the establishment of the state of 
Pakistan not going to provide for our people, under his influence and guid- 
ance the opportunity of organising an Islamic State asa political institution ? 

T continued to study the writings as well as the utterances of Mawlina 
Mawdiidi and followed the activities of the political party called Jama‘at-i 
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Isldmi which had been founded by him as far back as August, 1941, 
but which had, with the coming into being of the State of Pakistan, acquired 
considerable prestige and following. Asa young practising lawyer I was too 
busy in those days with my professional work to be able to find the neces- 
‘sary time and energy tocultivate more than what might be called a “nodding 
acquaintance” with whatever was happening in the country. Things were 
moving fast and it was difficult to keep pace with the march of events, and 
although I took an intelligent interest in the political developments that were 
taking place all over the country I did not actively participate in political 
life nor did I develop even that type of desultory curiosity about men and 
affairs which invariably leads one to take a vigorous part in the politics of 
‘one’s country, Nor did I do much, 1 must admit in all sad sincerit 
function even as a publicist, just to be able to contribute effectively 
writer to the clearer understanding of the issues which were at stake in the 
new state that had come into being. However, despite these limitations I 
‘Was not much impressed by the genuineness of the claim that was being 
put forward by those who were in the forefront of the struggle for respond- 
ing to, what in those days was fashionably being called the need for 
having an Islamic State. | found that many of them had no understanding 
of the letter and spirit of the Qur’in, much less of the forces which were 
shaping modern history, and their cry for an Islamic State to me, at any rate, 
appeared a mere design and a cloak on the part of many politicians to 
capture the attention of the uninformed multitude and push their way 
to the top of the political ladder, rather than to advance the cause of 
enlightenment and a correct understanding of whatever Islam had to say 
upon the theory and practice of statecraft. This was the time when a lot of 
public debate was going on as to the fype of constitution that the country 
‘was going to have and both from the press as well as from the public 
platform a great deal was being said as to what the Qur'an had to say about 
it. It was somehow believed that if only an Islamic constitution, as the 
Politicians understood it, was to be given to the country, all our problems 
somehow would be solved, 

I wrote an article in 1952 in which I raised the question, much in the way 
in which professionally trained lawyers do, that constitutional proposals 
that were actually being made by the ‘wlamd’, were not in keeping with the 
letter and spirit of Islam and that, at any rate, upon the issues that were 
being debated viz. whether the state should be unitary or federal, whether it 
should be of the parliamentary of presidential type, or what should be the 
limitation on franchise, or what in particular should be the form of govern- 
ment conformably to which the division and distribution of sovereign 
power within the state could take place, the Holy Qur'in had nothing 
specific to say. I believed then, as now, that the Holy Qur'an merely 
‘emphasises certain values and goals which the believers are called upon to 
realise, but the form of government they ought to establish has nothing to 
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do with all that, and that at the most these matters had to be incorporated 
in the preamble to the constitution rather than reflected in the designing of 
the machinery of government for tackling the problems of modern state- 
craft, 

This article of mine provoked a great deal of controversy, not much of 
which I must admit was complimentary to me personally and what was 
even worse, the problem raised by me was never effectively answered; 
instead, all kinds of judgments were passed against me with regard to my 
credentials of being a good Muslim and my competence to talk about the 
Qur'dn, and so on and so forth. The curious thing was that many of these 
criticisms came from the rank and file of Jamd’ar-t Islami workers but 
although they had a lot of emotional fervour and, I have no doubt, even a 
great deal of sincerity about the uncomplimentary things they had to say 
‘against me personally, they never came anywhere near to answering the 
question as to what the Holy Qur'in had to say about the proposals of a 
strictly constitutional kind which could be submitted to the then Consti- 
tuent Assembly for its consideration and eventual adoption and incorpora- 
tion in the future constitution of Pakistan — beyond of course that we “obey 
God, obey the Prophet and those who are in command of your affairs” 
of that all authority must be exercised upon a “consultative basis” (see 
Qur'an 4 ind 42:39). This anyhow did not amount to saying much 
about the making of constitutional proposals considering that in the mid- 
twentieth century all that had become the irreducible minimum require- 
ment of any constitution which was to be regarded as republican, 
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Somehow in the world of Islam down through the ages there have been 
two types of approach to the problem of reform within the Muslim com- 
munity. One is the type of approach which has been sponsored by the jurists 
(fugaha’), and this is based upon their unconditional and uncompromising: 
advocacy of the adoption of Islamic law as a source of enlightenment and 
guidance for pro the wnmah with a framework within which it could 
evolve in a desirable mould just to be able progressively to reflect the 
Muslim ideal, The other type is the approach of the reformer which stresses 
more the value and importance of reclaiming the individual by so 
‘his character by the awakening in him of the Islamic ethical spirit that he 
reflects in his personal life all the virtues, and reflects the values that Islam as a 
porterritia eed Ider ne emphasised. This latter class of reformer 
invariably comes from the camp of the fugard’, the great mujtahids and the 
shaikhs, the founders of the schools of tasawwuf. They have believed that the 
world problem is an individual problem and that the way to solve the 
problem of collective life is to reclaim the individual in the light of the teach- 
ings of the Prophet (peace be on him). The strategy of Islam is first to purify 
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the believers and make of them a band of righteous and pious people and this, 
‘as anyone can see, has little to do with institutional devices which may have 
to be improvised to induce in the believers a sort of mechanical conformity 
to the law. Law, too, according to them has a value but then, that by itself, 
‘Seems to secure merely the conformity of the external conduct of the believer 
with the law but has no /asting effect upon him in transforming his character, 
In the long run the real transformation of the man alone is productive ofany 
Valuable and lasting good ~ and this comes from the conscious intention of 
the believer to act freely according to law. Although | am a lawyer myself, I 
have instinctively believed in the efficaciousness of the approach of the latter 
type of reformer. I am somewhat suspicious of the efficaciousness of the 
Jaw-enforcing devices which are aimed to manipulate mechanically the will 
of citizens to get at any worthwhile results. 1 am profoundly convinced 
that although Islam is primarily Jaw it is the formation of the mlyah 
in the heart of the Muslim (galb salim, to borrow the Qur'dnic expression) 
who obeys that law freely, intelligently and consciously which seems to be 
the most decisive element in the strategy of Islam to reclaim the individual, 
Noah (intention) alone counts and it is emphasis upon this yah, rather 
than upon mechanical conformity to the law viewed as an externally> 
induced mode of behaviour, which has been responsible for such solid 
progress as Islam has made down the ages. The Qur'an, unlike for example 
the Law of Moses, does not partake of the character of the famous ten 
commandments. It is the Furgdn (criterion) and fosters in us a sense of 
discrimination to be able to reach the higher excellences of life. Capacity for 
discrimination is born of understanding, of knowledge, of learning and this 
disposition can never be engendered successfully when life is mechanically 
manipulated in the service of an externally-induced code of behaviour, 

Twas in my early 30s in those days and had no previous experience of 
participating in « religious or as a matter of fact in any sort or form of 
Public controversy. I ignored the criticism and allowed my critics to have 
their full say. But these very critics when they came in contact with me dis- 
covered for themselves that 1 was somehow not the sort of person they had 
taken me to be and began to show personal regard and even at times affec~ 
tion for me, Some even began to believe that I had developed devotion for 
Islam as a result of their criticism and that before Pakistan had come into 
being, somehow I was not as good a Muslim as I had afterwards, thanks to 
their enlightening attacks upon my person, turned out to be; and so on and 
80 forth. 


IV 


I have given this background in order to enable the reader to have a true 
perspective before him ~ a perspective in which to evaluate my personal 
response to the personality of Mawliina Mawdadi as a reformer. He was at 
the head of a political movement, the inspiring genius who had founded 
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the monthly Tarjumdn al-Qur'dn in which his views about Islam and what it 
had to say upon questions relating to the law and constitution of a Muslim 
state were put forward with a great deal of vigour and clarity. That he wasa 
scholar of enormous range and proportions and was a man of unimpeach- 
able character, was the most obvious thing for anyone to see. But I, some- 
how, felt that much of his historical relevance to the problem of redeeming 
the people of Pakistan from their political predicament was being gravely 
undermined by the well-meaning but at the same time, by and large, too 
emotional a class of political workers that had thronged the rank and file 
of Jamd*at-i Islami, the political party he was leading. Of course there were 
honourable exceptions to the rank and file of the uninformed following 
which he had built up and it is invariably to these elements that any party 
that counts owes much of its prestige and importance. 

In April 1953 1 was appointed, with neither any prior notification, 
nor my consent, as a Minister for Law in the Government of Pakistan and 
it became my lot to become directly involved in the problem of constitution- 
making. | participated in the party-mectings of the Muslim League and I 
piloted the Basic Principles Committee's report in the Constituent Assembly 
and defended the concept of an Islamic State conformably to my own con- 
victions, namely that Islam did not advocate any particular form of governs 
ment and that what mattered in the last resort was not the form of the 
government so much as the spirit in which the operations of government were 
conducted to reflect the Islamic ideals of equality, justice, democracy, social 
welfare, etc. As it was, long before I arrived upon the political scene, the 
proposals of the Basic Principles Committee had been published in which 
parliamentary democracy of the Westminster type was advocated by ils 
authors as being compatible with Islam. The constitution of 1956 was, later 
on, more or less modelled upon the premises of these very recommendations. 
And yet this constitution claimed that Pakistan was going to be an Islamic 
Republic. Everyone who had advocated an Islamic constitution was dis- 
satisfied and the argument against the constitution was that its makers had 
borrowed 90% of its provisions from the Government of India Act, 1935, 

‘This was about the time when as a result of the first anti-Qadiyani agita- 
tion in the Punjab, Martial Law had to be imposed by the government 
of the day to counteract the large-scale violence and disorder that had 
spread everywhere in the Punjab in March 1953, A threat had been 
posed to the stability of the political society and the solidarity of the nation 
and it was at my suggestion as the Central Law Minister that a special 
tribunal was constituted by the Government of the Punjab on 19th June, 
1953 to enquire into: 


(1) the circumstances leading to the declaration of Martial Law in 
Lahore on 6th March, 1953; 
(2) the responsibility for the disturbances; and 
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(3) the adequacy or otherwise of the measures taken by the provincial 
trata to prevent, and subsequently to deal with, the dis- 
turbances. 


‘The two gentlemen who were singled out for the purpose of constituting 
the Tribunal were the then Chief Justice of the Lahore High Court Mr. 
Justice Muhammad Munir and a Puisne Judge of that Court, the famous 
Mr. Justice Kayani, Their report is a matter of public record and knowledge 
and if the findings given by them in their report are not being recapitulated 
by me here, it is only because they are not strictly relevant for the purposes 
T have in mind — which is merely to depict Mawhina Mawdadi as a man, 
Scholar and reformer. But I should like to mention in this context that the 
Jam@at-i Islami published a book embodying therein its criticism of the 
findings of the Tribunal. They questioned the premises on which the 
findings of the Tribunal had been grounded. Both of these documents, that 
is the Martial Law Inquiry Report and its criticism are of considerable 
importance to the students of Pakistan's constitutional history as they help 
‘one to understand the character of the controversy which had been raging 
in this country for quite some time, and the logic of which has had such a 
‘great impact upon the making of various constitutions so that they have 
been brought to the fore by the people of Pakistan again and again, 

It cannot be disputed that today, Pakistan, with regard to what is 
contained in the Constitution enacted in 1973, professedly, at any rate, 
is an Islamic State and that every organ of the state that has been set up 10 
frame the constitution has been influenced by the consideration that the 
policy of Pakistan had somehow to refleet the aspiration of the people of 
Pakistan, which is to uphold and maintain the Islamic way of life, And 
the credit for that achievement must go to Mawland Mawdadi and to him 
alone. 


Any impartial student of Pakistan's history will have to admit that the 
‘one person responsible for mobilising public opinion in favour of establishing 
a state which was to reflect the Muslim ideal was none other than Mawhina 
Mawdidi. It is useful to recall in this context that the Mawlana has had to 
make considerable sacrifices to be able to pursue his point of view upon 
these and various other public questions. He is undoubtedly a courageous 
man and his scholarship and learning are not a cloistered virtue which have 
been practised by him as if in an insulated chamber. His greatest achieve- 
ment is that he carried on his crusade, both asa scholar and reformer, not in 
acosy and comfortable academic forum but in the arena of the noisy streets 
of Pakistan, He had put forward as far back as 1948 his famous “Four- 
points demand” which was to be the platform on which he was to take his 
stand to secure the support of the people at large for establishing an Islamic 
order in Pakistan, This four-points demand filled the air of those days and 
both from the columns of the daily press and public platform a relentless 
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struggle was waged to get the men in power to acknowledge the force of 
those demands and when on 12th March, 1949, the famous Objectives 
Resolution was passed by the first Constituent Assembly of Pakistan 
everyone in the country knew that it was to be construed as a personal 
triumph of Mawlind Mawdadi, This was the Resolution in which were 
set forth the ideals and values which the constitution makers in Pakistan in 
1956, 1962, 1972 and 1973 were to keep in view while designing the structure 
and the apparatus of state machinery for establishing an Islamic order in 
the country, 

Mawhina Mawdddi has suffered long terms of imprisonment for his 
courage to adhere to his convictions. He was imprisoned from 4th October, 
1948 to 20th May, 1950 under what are called in Pakistan the laws of 
preventive detention. Laws of preventive detention provide that the liberty 
of a citizen can be taken away if some petty official named in the statute is 
satisfied that it is in the interest of public safety to do so, There need be no 
trial to prove the accusation against the détenu. And it was during 
Mawhinid Mawdadi's incarceration in jail that the Constituent Assembly 
passed the Objectives Resolution which was subsequently to be adopted as 
a Preamble not only in the Constitution of 1956, but also in all subsequent 
constitutional instruments like that of 1962 given by the late President 
Ayub Khan and in the interim constitution of 1972 and the present 
constitution of 1973 given to the country by the National Parliament under 
the leadership of the People’s Party. Indeed, in all these constitutions, 
substantially considered, the principles of policy enunciated by the 
Mawlind on which, according to him the state of Pakistan was to conduct 
its affairs, have been accepted, the most notable of these being that the 
principles of democracy, freedom, equality, tolerance and social justice as 
enunciated by Islam are to be fully observed. 

After the passing of the Objectives Resolution in 1949, various committees 
that were set up by the first Constituent Assembly to tackle various aspects 
of the constitution-making problem, began to engage themselves in what 
might be called “dilatory tactics”, and so it appeared to the students of 
public affairs as if the task of constitution-making was being put in cold 
storage and nothing material was going to be done to enact the constitution 
conformably to the grammar of the Objectives Resolution. All kinds of 
criticism were afloat which more or less tended to show that since there 
were various schools of Islamic thought in Pakistan, it was impossible to 
establish an Islamic policy, The problem of evolving a consensus amongst 
the ‘wlamd’, representing various schools in regard to the nature of the 
proposed constitution for Pakistan had, therefore, become a difficult task. 
\t would appear that in order to meet this criticism, there was organised 
a # conference of the representatives of various schools of religious thought 

viz, Deobandt, Barelvi, Akl-i Hadith and Shi'ah. At this conference the 
‘wlama’ formulated a compendium of 22 principles which, according to 
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these Tepresentatives, were 1 be regarded as the irreducible minimum 
requirements of a modern Islamic state, and they invited the representatives 
of the people sitting in the Constituent Assembly to give effect to their 
recommendations. The following are the principles that were thus evolved: 


(1) Ultimate sovereignty over all Nature and Law belongs to Allah 
Rabb al-'Alamin. 

(2) The law of the land shall be based on the Qur'in and the Sunnah, 
and no law shall be passed nor any administrative order issued which 
would be in conflict with the Qur'an and the Sunnah, 

Explanatory notes: 

If there be any laws in force in the country which are in conflict with 
the Quriin or the Sunnah, it would be necessary to lay down (in the 
constitution) that such laws shall be gradually, within a specified 
period, amended in conformity with the Islamic Law, or repealed. 

3) The State shall be based not on geographical, linguistic or any other 
materialistic concepts but on the principles and objectives of the 
Islamic scheme of life. 

(4) It-shall be incumbent upon the State to uphold the right (ma'rif) 
and suppress the wrong (munkar) as postulated in the Que'én and the 
Sunnah, to take all necessary measures for the revival and exaltation 
of the tenets of Islam, and to make provision for Islamic education 
in accordance with the requirements of the various recognised 
schools of thought. 
It shall be incumbent upon the State to strengthen the bonds of unity 
and brotherhood among all the Mustims of the world and to inhibit 
among the Muslim citizens of the State the growth of all tendencies 
born of un-Islamic prejudices towards distinctions on the basis of 
race, language, territory or other materialistic considerations, so as 
to preserve and strengthen the unity of the millah islamlyah. 
It shall be the responsibility of the government to guarantee the 
provision of basic human necessities, i.e. food, clothing, housing, 
medical relief and education to all citizens irrespective of religion 
‘or race, who are temporarily or permanently incapable of earning 
their livelihood due to unemployment, sickness or other reasons, 
The citizens shall be entitled to all the rights conferred on them by 
the Islamic law, i.e. they shall be assured, within the limits of the law, 
of full security of life, property and honour, freedom of religion and 
belief, freedom of worship, freedom of person, freedom of expres: 
sion, freedom of movement, freedom of association, freedom of 
occupation, equality of opportunity and the right to benefit from 
public services. 

(8) No citizen shall at any time be deprived of these rights except under 
the law, and none shall be awarded any punishment on any charge 
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6) 


a) 
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without being given full opportunity of defence and without the 
decision of a court of law. 

(9) The recognised Muslim schools of thought shall have, within the 
limits of the law, complete religious freedom, the right to impart 
religious instruction to their followers, and shall have the freedom 
to propagate their views. Matters relating to their personal status 
shall be administered in accordance with their respective codes of 
jurisprudence (Figh). It will be desirable to make provision for the 
administration of such matters by their ‘ive 

(10) The non-Muslim citizens of the State shall, within the limits of the 
law, have complete freedom of religion and worship, mode of life, 
culture and religious education. They shall be entitled to have 
‘matters relating to their personal status administered in accordance 
with their own religious laws, usages and customs. 

(11) All obligations assumed by the State within the limits of the Sharl'ah 
towards the non-Muslim citizens shall be fully honoured. They shall 
be entitled equally with the Muslim citizens to the rights of citizen- 
ship as enunciated in paragraph 7. 

(12) The Head of the State must be a male Muslim in whose piety, ability 
and soundness of judgment the people or their elected representa- 
tives have confidence, 

(13) The responsibility for the administration of the State shall primarily 
vest in the Head of the State, although he may delegate any part of 
his powers to any individual or body. 

(14) Governance by the Head of the State shall not be autocratic but 
consultative (shiird'), i.e., he will discharge his duties in consultation 
with persons holding responsible positions in the government and 
with the elected representatives of the people. 

(15) The Head of the State shall have no right to suspend the constitution 
wholly or partly or to run the administration in any other way but 
‘on a consultative basis, 

(16) The body empowered to elect the Head of the State shall also be 
empowered to remove him by a majority of votes. 

(17) In respect to civic rights, the Head of the State is not above the law. 

(18) All citizens, whether members of the government, officials or private 
persons, shalll be subject to the same laws which shall be applied to 
all by the same courts of law, 

(19) The judiciary shall be separate from and independent of the execu- 
tive in the discharge of its duties. 

(20) The Propagation and publicity of such views and ideologies as are 

ited to undermine the basic principles and fundamentals of 
rs nk ‘State shall be Prohibited. 

(21) The various zones or regions of the country shall be considered 
administrative units of a single State, They shall not be racial, 


The Man, the Scholar, the Reformer 299 


linguistic or tribal units but only administrative areas which may be 
given such powers under the supremacy of the Centre as may be 
necessary for administrative convenience. They shall not have the 
right to secede. 

(22) No interpretation of the constitution which is in conflict with the 
Provisions of the Qur'dn or the Sunnah shall be valid. 


‘On 28th March, 1953 on account of his alleged complicity in the anti- 
Qidiyani agitation to which reference has already been made, Mawlind 
Mawdadi was once again arrested and detained. This preventive action 
was justified by the government professedly in order to combat a situation 
created by large-scale lawlessness and disturbances that had broken out in 
the Punjab, and to prevent it from spreading to the rest of West Pakistan, 
A trial was held by a Martial Law Court in camera and Mawlind 
Mawdiidi was condemned to death by hanging - ostensibly for the part he 
played in taking a resolute stand on the QadiyAni question in a pamphlet 
that he had written, Subsequently, when one of the officers of the Govern- 
‘ment apparently under instructions from the high-ups approached him to 
apply for commutation of his death sentence and to appeal for mercy, 
Mawlind Mawdidi came out with a clear-cut NO" to the suggestion that 
had been made, Indeed the whole episode of this type of offer and its 
rejection reminds one of what is said to have occurred in antiquity when 
Socrates, having been unjustly condemned was approached by the Govern- 
‘ment of the day through his friend Crito to escape from punishment, had 
firmly declined the offer. In the meantime, as a result of public pressure, 
the government itself felt constrained to commute his sentence of death and 
upon a petition for a habeas corpus that was filed on his behalf, the High 
Court eventually ordered his release on 25th May, 1955, 

When the Munir Enquiry Report referred to above had come out as has 
been mentioned earlier, an analysis of the Munir Report by way of rebuttal 
‘was attempted by Jamd'at-i Islami, and it is widely believed that the 
thinking behind the criticism was that of Mawlind MawdAdi. The follow- 
ing extract from that Analysis which is in answer to the plea that had been 
made by the Munir Enquiry Report for a radical interpretation of Islam 
to bring it into conformity with contemporary thought so that Pakistan might 
be favourably regarded by world opinion is being cited by the present 
writer to highlight the renacity and cogency with which that contention was 
repudiated 





by the Mawland and the plea for a re-interpretation of Islam to 
adapt it to modern conditions was adequately answered: 


Af anybody wants to reorient or reconstruct Islam, let him do so. His 
efforts will be welcomed, provided he proves on the basis of sound 
arguments which paris of Islam are lifeless, why they are lifeless, and 
on which grounds they can be changed and also, which are its vital 
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and living parts and in which form he wants to retain them. But he 
should grasp two things thoroughly, Firstly, we can obtain decisions 
from the law-courts in our Jaw suits but we cannot be forced to 
accept their decision on ideological issues. Secondly, a Muslim 
might be convinced if the arguments are based upon the Qur'dn and 
the Sunnah, But if Islam is placed before America, Britain, India 
and the other leaders of the “international fraternity” and they are 
requested to cut off from it whatever they dislike, to retain whatever 
they like and to add whatever they consider necessary; and after 
these improvements, amendments, substitutions, additions and 
subtractions, something is presented to the Muslims in the name of 
“Islam”, however much it may appeal to certain high officials and 
the prosperous class, for an ordinary Muslim there would be no 
‘other way to greet it than with a flat rejection... . 
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Subsequently when the Constitution of 1956 was abrogated and Martial 
Law was re-imposed by President AyyGb, Mawdidi continued his crusade 
against the arbitrary imposition of Martial Law and with due aie 
continued to champion the cause of having Islamic order established in the 
country, He did so with a great deal of firmness, particularly in view of the 
fumour which was given considerable currency in those dark days that the 
Army-sponsored rule that had been imposed by President Ayyb in October 
1958 would establish a secular stare in Pakistan. In answer to a questionnaire 
drawn up by the Shahabuddin Constitution Commission which had been 
appointed by President Ayyib to elicit opinion and information as to the 
reasons for the fuilure of the parliamentary system of government in Pakistan 
und to receive proposals upon the remedial measures that could be adopted 
in any future constitution for the restoration of democracy and human 
rights amongst other things, Mawkina Mawdid! stated the following: 


Pakistan has come into being by virtue of the struggle of the com- 
mon Muslims. Furthermore, next to the grace of God, it is only the 
determination of the common Muslims that can guarantee its 
existence and strength. No non-Muslim brought this country into 
being. It could neither have come into existence without the sacrifices 
of the Muslims nor can it remain and continue to exist if, God 
forbid, the Muslims lose hope in it and give up their determination 
to live and die for it, Barring a few highgrade State servants and a 
paltry number of people from prosperous families, the general 
Muslim populace desires to make and see this country flourish as 
an Islamic State whose laws should be Islamic, whose educational 
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‘System should be Islamic and whose culture and civilisation should 
be Islamic. It is for this object that the Muslims sacrificed their lives, 
Property and honour to establish Pakistan. There can be no greater 
enmity towards this State than to undermine this interest of the 
People. After creating frustration and disillusionment among the 
common Muslims, what support can a handful of such people lend 
to this State as are embarrassed by the very name of Islam, their 
‘own religion? 

When the Constitution of 1962 came, it did not have, to begin with, the 
Provision analogous to the one which was to be found in the abrogated 
Constitution of 1956 viz. that Pakistan shall be an Islamic Republic, but 
in 1964, the 1962 Constitution was amended to say that Pakistan would be 
an Islamic Republic, Once again it was due largely to the advocacy of this 
idea by Mawlind Mawdidi that the constitution was so amended. 


VI 


On the 6th January, 1964, the then two provincial governments of the 
Federation of Pakistan, namely those of East Pakistan and West Pakistan 
declared Jamd'at-i Islami to be an unlawful association under section 16 
of the Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1908 (Act XV of 1908) as Amended 
by Ordinance XXXI of 1960, The result of this action was that Jamd'at-i 
Islami ceased to function as a political party. Simultaneously with this 
action, prominent leaders of the party along with Mawlind Mawdidi were 
detained under the law relating to preventive detention. I received a 
message from Mawlind Mawdadi from jail where he was detained, saying 
that he had decided to entrust the institution and prosecution of petitions 
in the two High Courts for challenging the orders of the two governments 
entirely to my discretion and that if, for some reason, | either did not 
wish to this professional engagement or advised against 
its being launched, he would abide by my decision. This was too 
much of a trust that was being reposed in a member of the legal profession 
by the head of an important political party in the country. I undertook to 
prosecute the two cases, one at Karachi, and the other at Dacca in the two 
High Courts of the two provinces ex gratia, without charging so much as 
even incidental costs that one has to incur in prosecuting litigation of this 
type. | undertook this professional duty as a labour of love for the simple 
reason that with Jamd'at-i Islém! having become an illegal body it was not 
possible to deal with it in any way, much less to accept professional fees 
from it for presenting cases on its behalf. 

It was during the course of my contact with some prominent Jamd'at-/ 
Islami workers that 1 came to discover for myself the high degree of 
sincerity and earnestness with which the members of the party devoted 
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themselves to the party work. It was already known to me that the Jamd'at-i 
Isldmt believed in strengthening the moral foundation of political action 
and that it was a party dedicated to the task of waging @ struggle for the 
recognition of political, economic and other rights of the people solely by 
resort to constitutional means. ¥ b 

‘This was the one party that somehow did not believe in resorting to 
violence or in engaging itself in the employment of underhand methods, 
no matter how bright the prospect of a good result, in the political sense, 
should be. 

Indeed some of the discoveries that I had made during the course of my 
brief encounter with the workers of the party during the conduct of these 
cases were heartening. 1 particularly wish to refer to the diligence with 
which they applied themselves to the task that was given to them by me and 
the spirit of heroic self-sacrifice with which they worked. Since the petition 
which I had drafted ran into over 125 foolscap typed pages, I wanted it to 
be printed, as several copies were required to be presented not only 
‘on the original side in the High Court but also they were required to be 
supplied at the eventual stage in the Supreme Court where appeals in all 
probability were going to be lodged for and against the decisions of the two 
High Courts. This was the time when the spectre of fear was haunting the 
land and it was an era which in our national history had come to be 
characterised as the “Ayyub Era’, which term signifies to the student of 
Pakistan's public history that it was an era of total absence of liberty or 
freedom. Out of over 1,200 printing houses in Karachi we could not get 
even one to agree to print the petition! They were, one and all, afraid of the 
consequences! We were really in a quandary and did not know what to do 
about the situation that had been thus created. Then I was told that one 
of the workers of the party somehow had managed to sit through the 
whole night and a considerable part of the day over a typewriter and had 
typed out the whole petition and its supporting annexures on stencil 
paper and the same had been mimeographed. It was also told further 
that the only son of this worker was ill, suffering from a serious attack of 
diphtheria and high fever and that in response to the frantic telephone calls 
he received from his wife demanding his presence, the only reply she could 
get from him was that not being a doctor he could not do much for the 
child even if he returned to his house, but somehow he felt sure that God, 
in whose Holy Name he was working away that night at the typewriter 
would see to it that his child was spared. This and other stories too numer- 
‘ous to record tended to show the radical transformation of the soul life of 
the political workers of the Jamd‘at-i Islamt which had been wrought by the 
way in which that party was organised by Mawkind Mawdadi. During the 
course of hearings in Court, I even saw people thronging in huge crowds 
not only the court rooms but also the corridors and even the Court com- 
pound of the High Court. I saw some of them actually shedding tears, 
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having been overcome by a sense of sorrow that their beloved leader was 
being, without any justification whatever, harassed by the government of 
the day. Even so it is an admitted fact that during the several political 
elections in which Jamd'at-i Isldmi has taken part there have been no 
allegations made that any of its workers had voted as a result of corrupt 
inducement or had been won over or had been coerced into giving away 
their votes for persons other than those for whom, according to the party 
line, they had been asked to vote by the party high command. 

‘We lost the case in the West Pakistan High Court but won it in the East 
Pakistan High Court, Eventually two sets of appeals were taken to the 
Supreme Court, one by the East Pakistan government and the other by 
Jama'at~i Isldmt, and the two appeals were disposed of by the Supreme 
Court in favour of Jamd'ar-i Islami with the eventual result that the orders 
passed by the two governments banning the party were annulled and the 
Jami at-i Islami was allowed to function as a lawful organisation. The 
judgment of the Supreme Court which is reported in the Law Reports runs 
into over 125 closely printed pages and has been written by Full Court - 
each learned judge of the Court contributing a separate judgment (any- 
one interested in discovering for himself the nature of the controversy con- 
cerning the grounds on which the two appeals were fought out could sec 
the judgment as it was reported in PLD 1964 S.C,), 

The point of making a reference to this litigation, however, has a great 
deal to do with what I discovered when I came up to appear in the constitu 
tional petitions in the nature of habeas corpus that had been lodged in the 
High Court to challenge the legality of the detention of Jama‘atei Islami 
workers. The détenus were summoned to Lahore, from the various jails 
where they were detained, by the High Court at my request to be present 
during the hearing and it was then for the first time during the course of the 
‘tial that I saw Mawland Mawdadi along with his team of prominent co- 
workers, What imy me most about him was his calm demeanour and 
particularly the quiet dignity with which he sat throughout the proceedings 
im the court room while the cases were being argued. To my amazement I 
discovered that none of my clients, who numbered over a dozen Jamd'at-i 
Isldmi leaders, but I alone, was showing evident signs of strain and even 
‘of nervousness ~ all stemming from the concern I obviously had about 
the possible adverse result of the case, So far as the détenus were concerned, 
they seemed to have a far-away sphinx-like look, as if to suggest that they 
were not at all interested in whatever was on in the Court. Of course 
in this company the towering figure was that of Mawliné Mawdidi who 
hardly spoke a word and even during the recess hour, when he met me with 
a genial smile, as far as 1 remember there was not much verbal com- 
munication between us. 
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having been overcome by a sense of sorrow that their beloved leader was 
being, without any justification whatever, harassed by the government of 
the day. Even so it is an admitted fact that during the several political 
elections in which Jamd'at-i Isldmi has taken part there have been no 
allegations made that any of its workers had voted as a result of corrupt 
inducement or had been won over or had been coerced into giving away 
their votes for persons other than those for whom, according to the party 
line, they had been asked to vote by the party high command. 
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Supreme Court, one by the East Pakistan government and the other by 
Jama'at~i Isldmt, and the two appeals were disposed of by the Supreme 
Court in favour of Jamd'ar-i Islami with the eventual result that the orders 
passed by the two governments banning the party were annulled and the 
Jami at-i Islami was allowed to function as a lawful organisation. The 
judgment of the Supreme Court which is reported in the Law Reports runs 
into over 125 closely printed pages and has been written by Full Court - 
each learned judge of the Court contributing a separate judgment (any- 
one interested in discovering for himself the nature of the controversy con- 
cerning the grounds on which the two appeals were fought out could sec 
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tional petitions in the nature of habeas corpus that had been lodged in the 
High Court to challenge the legality of the detention of Jama‘atei Islami 
workers. The détenus were summoned to Lahore, from the various jails 
where they were detained, by the High Court at my request to be present 
during the hearing and it was then for the first time during the course of the 
‘tial that I saw Mawland Mawdadi along with his team of prominent co- 
workers, What imy me most about him was his calm demeanour and 
particularly the quiet dignity with which he sat throughout the proceedings 
im the court room while the cases were being argued. To my amazement I 
discovered that none of my clients, who numbered over a dozen Jamd'at-i 
Isldmi leaders, but I alone, was showing evident signs of strain and even 
‘of nervousness ~ all stemming from the concern I obviously had about 
the possible adverse result of the case, So far as the détenus were concerned, 
they seemed to have a far-away sphinx-like look, as if to suggest that they 
were not at all interested in whatever was on in the Court. Of course 
in this company the towering figure was that of Mawliné Mawdidi who 
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Thereafter, of course, whenever I went to Lahore or Mawlind Mawdiidi 
came to Karachi there were several meetings between us and my personal 
devotion to him grew from day to day. The man is made of the stuff 
heroes are made from and is entirely different from the one you are likely to 
create in your mind merely from the reports you have heard about him. 
Even the image that emerges in one’s mind when one tries to recreate his 
personality in terms of whatever impression his writings make upon a sensi- 
tive reader is too radically different from the one that is formed in your 
mind when you get to know him personally. His writings, as 1 am able to 
‘see them, are cast in a scholar's mould; they are calculated to present an 
argument with as much vigour and vitality as we all associate with 
the greatest prose writer of the Urdu language that Mawling Mawdddi 
certainly is, He is a master of precision; he never uses a word too many 
and, in fact, 1 know of no other writer on religious and theological subjects 
in the Urdu language who presents his point of view with that degree of 
scholarly detachment, compactness and comprehensiveness which is a 
characteristic of Mawlini Mawdodi. 

Mawlina Mawdadi would have made an excellent practising lawyer had 
he taken to the profession; I say so because I know of no counsel at the bar 
of Pakistan who has his method of presenting the case: he never raises his 
voice while he is addressing his audience and the words flow out in an even 
and orderly procession from the lips of the man as though he was reading 
‘out some invisible writing which is before him. He is never emotional 
while he is engaged in making a public speech. He never uses too many 
adjectives to qualify the nouns, nor too many adverbs to modify the verbs, 
For him green is green, It is never very green. Urdu writers, like the 
writers of any other oriental language, are by and large prone to indulge 
in the making of highly exaggerated statements, use extremely ornate ex- 
pressions and tend to be more poetic than logical while they are engaged 
in writing prose, But Mawlind Mawd0di as a writer is in a class by himself. 
T have not read all his books but have read a considerable number of them 
including his magnum opus, the Tafhim al-Que’én, which is a transtation of 
and commentary on the Holy Book in six volumes, covering over 3,000 
Pages. ! know of no scholar who has his range and breadth of learning and 
who is so objective when it comes to making a presentation of his ideas 
and convictions. Mawlini's book alJihdd ft al-Islém is probably the 
greatest of his works according to the considered judgment of the present 
writer and is likely to have considerable impact upon the course of devel- 
opment of the Muslim society of the future. When one contrasts the cold 
reasoning which one encounters in his numerous writings with the warmth 
and cordiality which their author exhibits when one encounters Mawlina 
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Mawdadi in the flesh, one is bound to be impressed by the remarkable 
man that he turns out to be. 

Even a casual look at his major works would tend to exhibit the range 
of his literary activity and the diversity of the topics upon which he has 
written, A glance at the titles of his books would tend to show that there is 
ot an aspect of religious thought, belief and practise of the life of a Muslim 
in respect of which he has not made a lasting and memorable contribution. 


Vil 


‘One of the most fascinating aspects of the life of Mawlind Mawdidi is to 
understand the nature of response which the voters in Pakistan have made 
to his call that they vote for Jamd'ar-i Isldm!. Whenever general elections 
have been fought out in the country, by and large, that response has not 
‘been in keeping with the rational expectation that in a country such as 
Pakistan, which has constituted itself into an Islamic Republic, a religious 
party that does claim to provide for the people of the country a legal, 
‘economic, political and social framework in terms of which to realise the 
Muslim ideal, ought to be able to elicit from the voters that measure 
of political support to which it could justifiably lay a claim. One may add 
to this the fact that the people of Pakistan are by and large religious in the 
sense that an appeal to their religious sentiments never goes unheeded when 
it comes to other spheres of human activity. Anyone who has examined 
carefully the problem that has been posed by the paucity of political 
support on the part of the average voter to a party which is admittedly led 
by sincere religious workers would be at a loss to explain how and why it is 
that Jamd'at-i Islami has not had the chance to get into office so ws to be 
able to provide the proper type of leadership to the country for the manage- 
ment of its political affairs. 

This is not the place at which I will undertake a detailed analysis of the 
factors which in my reckoning operate {o explain this enigma, But a few 

remarks about the inter-connection of religion and politics which 
are aimed at explaining certain unusual features of the situation presented 
by the facts of our public history may not be out of place in a sketch such 
tas the present one, which is designed to depict and delineate the impact 
which the personality of Mawlini Mawdidi makes on the political land- 
scape of Pakistan. 





IX 


To begin with, I ought to refer to a general theory of human nature to 
which I subscribe just fo be able to explain the anatomy of human action. 
‘Th= motives that move men to act are far too complex to be analysed 
accurately. Many of us are apt to think that men are moved by rational 
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considerations in acting in a particular way rather than its reverse, in 
choosing one thing rather than the other. The development of the science 
of psycho-analysis has shown that the unconscious forces exert a much 
greater influence upon the choices we make than do our so-called conscious 
desires. But it is not so much of this consideration that I have at the back 
of my mind when I say that the relationship between motives that move 
men to action and their conscious desires often present conflicting appear- 
ances in the way human nature functions. If you wish to control a man’s 
behaviour and to improve his condition, you must have a clear conception 
of what to do in order to achieve that result and, in particular, you should 
be clear about the forces you must rely upon in order to shape his character. 
While rationalising our own conduct we impute quite honestly, but 
nevertheless mistakenly, certain motivating factors which in fact have not 
operated at all, At first we are apt to think that our action is a result 
‘of our conscious thought and has been brought about by the effiea 
clousness of knowledge that we had concerning the pros and cons of the 
course of conduct we were going to adopt, But upon careful examination 
it would be found that it is rather the sentiments, preconceptions, passions, 
prejudices or such other supposed interests which are hardly rational, which 
have conditioned the response that we have made to the situation in relation 
to which we have acted. What happens is that our logic is itself upside 
down ; we first embrace the conclusion which is emotionally welcome to us 
and then ingeniously discover reasons for accepting it. 

Ninety-nine per cent of the operations of human life are anchored in the 
world of the unconscious and yet nearly the whole of humanity is 
to think that whatever it is doing, it is as a result of careful thought 
and plan In short, many of us are victims of wishful thinking and do 
not realise that we like to believe that which somehow we wish to accept = 
not that we accept anything merely because we have rigorously thought 
about it. Somehow the moral reform of humanity is premised upon the 
i that although man has undeniably been endowed by his Creator with 
a Divinely-bestowed gift of reason, it is his heart which has been corrupted 
by his sinfulness, and it is his heart which in the last resort controls the 
operations of reason, and also it is that heart which hides from itself 
the most outstanding fact that men are, by and large, self-deceivers, A 
great deal of literature exists on the question relating to the mystery of 
self-deception to which I am alluding and the following passage from 
Male Branche would serve to make the point, Said he: 

















The passions always seek to justify themselves and persuade us 
insensibly that we have reasons for following them. ‘The gratification 
and pleasure to which it gives rise in the mind which should be 
judging them, corrupt its judgment in their favour; and thus it is, 
‘one might say, that it is they which cause it to reason . .. The pas- 


The Man, the Scholar, the Reformer 307 
sions act on the imagination and the imagination thus being cor- 
rupted, works upon reason, always representing things to it, not as 
they are in themselves but as they are in relation to the Present 
Passion, so that it may pronounce the judgment that they desire. 
(See Recherche de la Verité Bk. V1, 1, p. 562.) 





This is also the theological interpretation of the evil disposition of the 
believers, in that it highlights the idea that even their good deeds are always 

‘by unworthy motives. For instance, when a poet sings songs of 
praise to highlight the quality of Mercy or Beneficence of the Lord, he is 
Virtually utilising the grand theme of Divine Grace more for winning 
applause for his poetical performance than for paying a sincere tribute to 
God. By and large, everybody acts cither out of interest or vanity. There 
may be virtuous actions but these do not imply virtuous motives and so we 
have arguments such as these ~ one who is mild, peaceful, indulgent, good 
and efficacious, is not truly virtuous, and if he is so at all, it is for winning 
men’s love rather than to obey God's commands, etc. 

An attempt at honest analysis of the motives that move men into doing 
various acts and in making diverse choices would show that somehow it is 
‘out of an unanalysable impulse that a certain act was done or a choice was 
made and that the plausible reason for it was found afterwards, whereas 
the real reasons, of course, if they could be deciphered, would be discovered 
to be hardly honourable. That is how even’ Bernard Shaw put the problem 
with his characteristic candour while depicting the dilemma in which a 
member of the British Parliament finds himself when parliamentary deci- 
sions are to be taken, “It is we, the proprietors of munition factories", 
says Mr. Undershaft to his son in that famous play by Shaw entitled Man 
and Superman, “who want war; the Parliament only finds out the reasons", 

The light of understanding, in short, is like the physical light: it itlumin= 
ates everything but it, of itself, moves nothing. It shines but it has no 
‘strength. If men were controlled by reason they would be persuaded by 
philosophers rather than by orators, When it is said that power corrupts 
and absolute power corrupts absolutely, the argument in support of the 
adage is not that the wielder of power is corrupt in the sense that he takes 
money or allows illicit considerations to operate for doing. but that by 
the sheer circumstances that he is in a position of power, his mental proces- 
ses are corrupted right at their source in the sense that his faculty of reason, 
far from mirroring the objective character of the environment in which 
his lot is cast, becomes so perverting that it ministers to the illusion that he, 
the wielder of the power, is a sort of Super-Man who never commits an 
error, who never goes wrong, but that, somehow, he hears the hidden 
voice of truth despite appearance to the contrary, as though he were the 
chosen instrument of the higher destiny through whom higher purposes 
somehow have been ordained to prevail. 
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‘This being the psychological interpretation of human conduct we can 
easily understand the phenomenon that men act less by reason and more 
by uninformed passion. Thus one sees straight away the reason why a mere 
intellectual approach which a political party makes at elucidating its 
programme, and in persuading the bulk of voters to accept its manifesto, is 
doomed to failure, particularly where it is counteracted by another party 
that exploits their ignorance, appeals to their credulity by making exagger- 
ated promises as though they were seriously made with a view to their 
eventual implementation, And in countries such as ours, where the bulk 
of voters is illiterate and have no comprehension of the issues which 
are at stake, a mere intellectual approach to induce them to give their 
political support to a given party is an exercise in futility. 


x 


This having been said there still remains the problem of understanding 
the question; how is it that even religious-minded persons do not, by and 
large, vote for Jamd'at-i [sidm!? But | think the explanation for this phenom- 
enon is not far to seek. The trouble here in Pakistan is that there are 
many religious parties, In Pakistan, we have all kinds of political parties 
that claim to be religious parties in the sense that they professedly take 
their stand on political issues in the light of what religion says about them. 
But all the same, it would be noticed that all these religious parties, inter se, 
are at daggers drawn with one another and the simple-hearted religious- 
minded voter does not really know exactly to which particular party he 
should give his vote. Each religious party, with honourable exceptions, 
‘suggests the other religious parties are comprised of men who are heretics 
and invariably would be seen subjecting voters to a sort of spiritual 
intimidation to the effect that should they vote for the rival religious party 
they will go to Hell and stand accursed in the sight of the Lord. There are 
some religious parties which have no other foundation for their support except 
the religious madrasahs where the Holy Book is taught by rote and various 
religious subjects are taught precisely in the manner of a thousand years 
ago, and where instructions are imparted with a flair of finality and in a 
spirit of sheer dogmatism. The result is that the student who has his educa- 
tion in the madrasahs is rendered more of less a spiritual cripple for the 
rest of his life, in that he will never be able to recover his intellectual 
independence, to be able to have access to the fresh vistas of learning much 
less develop an autonomous capacity for pursuing religious studies 
at a higher plane of critical thought. Indeed, during the past elections 
Jamé'at-| Islimt has not been able to understand the psychological rela- 
tionship that subsists between the character a man possesses and his 
political choices. | have no doubt that in the long term it is profitable to 
educate the voter and get him to see the truth of things, but then the pros- 
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Pect of capturing political power by resort to false propaganda by less 
enlightened parties radically alters the balance. Wherever such parties are 
in power they are able to take decisions which foreclose the possibility of 
the acceptance by the electorate of the long-term programme sponsored 
by enlightened parties. It is thus not possible to reach the individual by 
rational means and give to him those moral and intellectual resources with 
which Co discriminate between the rival claimants to his political support, 
enabling him to enlist himself in support of any enlightened programme. 


XI 


‘The one sad mistake Jamd'at-i Isidmi has made, and I say so with a 
sense of sorrow, has been its failure to have insisted upon the reform 
of the constitutional provisions relating o franchise. Here the question that 
arises iss “Why did it ever support a ‘one-man-one-vote’ slogan which 
underlies the present political arrangement for recruiting the representa- 
tives of the le in the various legislative assemblies ~ both in the pro- 
vinces and in the centre?” It could have insisted, conformably with the 
spirit of Islam, to limit the right to vote and make it dependent upon some 
educational qualification being possessed by the voter, by saying that only 
those who are qualified to read and write any one of the Pakistani lan- 
guages should be entitled to vote. Some such limitation on the right of 
franchise would have ensured the implementation of the programme of 
universal literacy in the country, and what is more, it would have enabled 
Jami at-i Islami wo carry its message to the hearth and home of the distant 
Villager, whom it cannot otherwise possibly reach in a land of great 
distances such as Pakistan, considering that the network of radio and 
television broadcasting exclusively lies within the control of the 
government and cannot be made available to a party other than the 
‘one that is actually in power for projecting its views by means of audio- 
visual publicity. 








XII 


‘What, then, in the ultimate analysis, is the role of a political party such 
‘as the one founded by Mawliing Mawdadi? A political party exists, in the 
‘of contemporary politics, primarily to capture political power 

in order to implement its programme, which it may have announced in its 
election manifesto. This pre-supposes a mutuality of response between the 
‘voters and the party asking for political support from them on the basis of 
Political pursuasions that their legitimate interests and their most deeply 
cherished aspirations would be given due weight in the making of govern- 
ment policies, So far as the voters are concerned, before they cast their 
vote for the party they have to have confidence that their legitimate demands 
would be met with, consistent of course with the economic and financial 








310 Islamic Perspectives 
resources that may be available to the party once it is in power. But what 
happens in @ country where the power of comprehension of these compli- 
cated issues on the part of the average voter is sadly lacking, where political 
and economic issues are not clearly understood by them and in particular 
where the electorate is not sufficiently politically mature to discriminate 
between a party that is qualified to come to their rescue and a party thatis 
merely exploiting their credulity by making exaggerated promises which, 
having regard to the nature of the political process and the economic re- 
sources available, it is incapable of implementing? In such a situation, the 
very assumption, on which such a political party as the one founded by 
Mawling Maw pends, is at a serious disadvantage. It will be sometime 
before our people become politically mature and having been disillusioned 
by parties that have not been able to implement the exaggerated promises 
that they had made, they turn to the party that has never been guilty of over- 
stating its case and has uncompromisingly taken its stand upon what it con- 
siders strictly to be in the interest of the individual voter and in the larger 
interests of the nation. In the meantime, of course, things will go on 
drifting and the practitioners of unprincipled politics with theit con- 
comitant improvisations will go on, not acting but only reacting to the 
situations as and when they emerge just to be able to tide over the diffl- 
culties that come the way of those who are at the helm of affairs. In 
such a case there can be no such thing as a consistent pursuit of clear-cut 
policies, with the inevitable result that national interests are bound to suffer 
and much valuable time is bound to be wasted before the conditions of 
society at large improve to enable democratic institutions to work success- 
fully. Regarded in that perspective, the contribution which Janui'ar-t Islami 
has made to the life of the new state of Pakistan can easily be summed 
up in a few words, As matters stand, at present it can act only as a 
brake on the party in power and attempt to prevent it from resorting to 
policies that are fraught with dangerous consequences. The Jaméd'ar-i 
Aslam! by its ethico-religious outlook is, as a matter of fact, able to condi- 
tion the political climate of the nation by mobilising opinion by giving to it 
@ sort of moral direction, and any party that is in power is bound 
to reckon with such opinion and to a considerable extent is bound 
to be influenced by it. Indeed, the very existence of such a party in itself 
becomes its highest activity, Although it is not visibly to be found operating 
‘on the stage of history, it becomes serviceable as a wire-puller behind the 
scenes and to a remarkable extent becomes a silent but nevertheless effective 
partner in the handling of political transactions that must go on within the 
life of the nation. And this by itself, I should imagine, is a significant role, 
which a party of righteous people can hope to play in a world which is still 
tuled by forces of immoral publicity and foul propaganda which are aimed 
at ere unthinking multitude by side-tracking the real issues that 
are at stake, 
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‘Over and above this achievement which the party founded by Mawlini 
Mawdodi can take credit for, there is the other all-important function it 
performs, It rransforms the political character of the individuals who come 
im contact with it, and this it does by educating them to become patient 
and steady in the pursuit of their political purposes, Such a party as Jamd’at-/ 
Islami enables iis votaries to realise that a political party need not be in 
power in order to be effective but that its effectiveness hes in taking un- 
compromising positions upon issues that are at stake, By and large, the 
charge against religious-minded persons who are engaged in politics has 
hitherto been that they, in the image of Father Joseph (a character depicted 
by Aldous Huxley in his famous historical novel Grey Eminence) generally 
become fanatics, refuse to see the other points of view, by and large come 
to possess a one-track mind, and do things of questionable character to 
attain their political objectives. 

Politics, as it is said, is the art of the possible; and democratic politics, it 
is said, is built on the foundation of compromise, of give-and-lake, of 
finding out, by means of a continual dialogue with the parties in opposition, 
the via media in terms of which extreme political positions that are apt 
to be taken on important issues could be resolved in the light of the rules 
of the game that is played in the name of party politics. As opposed to this, 
a party which rigidly adheres to its manifesto and plays the game of "prin- 
cipled politics” and refuses to enter into base and ignoble compromise, 
plays the serviceable role of being the watch-dog of the virtue of those who 
happen to be in power. And this, by itself, is a great gain and in the larger 
perspective of history, the existence of such # party is apt to be productive 
of lasting and durable good, If it be true that all strength is durable only 
upon a moral basis, a political party that takes its stand rigidly on a moral 
basis is likely, in the long run, 10 prove itself to be more serviceable for the 
advancement of the national cause than all those parties that have no such 
commitment but which, because they excel in the art of showmanship, can 
play the game of politics “successfully” in keeping with the spirit of the 
twentieth century adage: “God may be God but business is business”, It is 
in that context ever so true to maintain: “Nothing succeeds like failure and 
nothing fails like success”. 





XIV 


In the foregoing survey I have attempted to give an outline of the histori- 
cal role that Mawlina Abul A‘la Mawdiidi has played in our time, | must 
add that I have attempted to highlight only that aspect of his activity which 
has a bearing on what might be called his commitment to secure the moral, 
spiritual and intellectual regeneration of the people of Pakistan in particular, 
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and the Muslims all over the world in general. We are too near the events 
in which he has participated to be able to see the significance of his role in 
its proper perspective. But 1 have no doubt that the historian of the future, 
looking back to our times, would see in him a personification of a humble 
servant of God who had attempted throughout the course of his life to 
comment upon and to secure the implementation of the programme which 
the last Prophet of God was commissioned to sponsor and inaugurate. He 
has utilised his time on earth to the best of his ability by calling the atten- 
tion of his fellow-men to the truth of the Divine message to man, that is 
Islam. He has endeavoured to the best of his ability to secure the establish- 
ment of a model social order which may reflect the values and promote the 
ends for which, according to the teachings of Islam, man has been created 
by his Creator, Man, according to Islam, can realise the best of which he is 
capable provided he strives to live in harmony with the Divine Law, 
obedience to which alone is capable of ensuring that he will not only live 
his life well on earth but will also win the eternal reward which is reserved 
for the best servants of God in the Hereafter. 
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CHAPTER NINETEEN 


Said Nursi and the Risala-i Nur 


An Aspect of Islam in 
Contemporary Turkey 


Hamid Algar 


‘Among the believers are men who have re- 
mained true to their covenant with Allah; of 
them, some have completed their vow, 
others still wait, with resolve unchanged. 
(The Qur'an, 33:23) 


TT IS well known that Mustafa Kemal Pasa! was the author of the earliest 
and most destructive attacks upon Islam in the modern world. Through the 
abolition of the Caliphate, the promotion of an extreme nationalism, the 
replacement of the sharf'a by imported European codes, the abolition of 
the madrasa system, the substitution of the Roman for the Arabic script, 
the proscription of the Sufi sarikats, and various sumptuary measures, he 
tore apart the entire fabric of traditional Islamic life in Turkey. Other 
Muslim states, it is true, have moved surreptitiously and gradually in the 
same direction of relegating Islam to the narrow sphere of individual devo- 
tion, but the changes brought about in Turkey are rightly regarded as 
unparalleled in their radical and explicit nature. The precise effects of these 
changes upon the religious life of the Turkish people, and the vitality of 
Islam in the face of secularism are, however, topics which have barely 
been explored. When a resurgence of Islamic expression occurred in the 
1950's, certain Western scholars anxiously put pen to paper in an attempt 
to discover whether the “secularist achievement” was being threatened by 
“reactionary elements”. The accuracy of their researches is vitiated not 
only by a generally unspoken identification with the cause of secularism, 
but also by a lack of acquaintance with the most vital Islamic currents in 
the country. Figures of little importance and influence are selected for 
lengthy discussion, while the true foci of Islamic loyalty are scarcely 
mentioned.* Muslim scholars in the Arab world and the Indo-Pakistan sub- 
continent have, for their part, remained generally unaware of contemporary 
developments in Turkey, and isolated from the people that bore the stan- 
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dard of the Caliphate for more than 400 years.? Given the historic ties of 
sympathy and interest that have linked the Turkish and Indo-Pakistani 
sectors of the Islamic wmma, it seemed, then, appropriate to discuss, in this 
presentation volume to Mawlina Mawdidi, an important clement in the 
history of Turkish Islam in the present century: the life and work of 
Bediiizzaman Said Nursi. 

Said Nursi’s eventful life of cighty-seven years embraces the final decades 
of the Ottoman Caliphate and the first thirty-five years in the life of the 
Turkish Republic, and reflects the fundamental changes that have taken 
place in twenticth-century Turkey. Said Nursi himself used, indeed, to 
his life into the period of the “Old Said” (Eski Said) and the "New 
Said" (Yeni Said), the change coinciding approximately with the institu 
tion of the Republic. 

He was born in 1873 in the village of Nurs near Bitlis in eastern Anatolia 
into a Kurdish family of moderate prosperity. His education began at the 
age of nine when he accompanied his elder brother, Molla Abdullah, to a 
madrasa in the nearby town of Hizan, Throughout his childhood and 
youth, however, Said Nursi displayed a precocious talent and arrogance 
that caused him angrily to leave one madrasa after another and indeed at 

fer a dream in which he 








After one such expulsion, Said Nursi relates, he dreamt of Shaykh ‘Abd. 
al-Qadir Gilani who instructed him to reduce a certain tribal chieftain, 
Mustafa Pasa, to obedience to the shari'a: to cause him to stop his acts of 
lawlessness and to begin praying. This he achieved by going to Mustafa 
Paga’s camp and peremptorily conveying this command from the Unseen.* 

In about 1890, a partial change occurred in the character of Said Nursi. He 
still engaged in relentless debate with the ‘ulamd’, and indeed expanded the 
range of his polemical fervour to include governmental authority, denouncing 
various provincial governors for their drunkenness and irreligiosity, But at 
the same time his concerns came to be directed to more fundamental matters: 
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traces of the “New Said” Were already present. He took up residence in 
Bitlis and engaged simultancously in the study of “ifm al-kaldm and of modern 
‘science. It appears that he began to sense the growing need for a fresh exposi- 
tion and defence of the Qur’inic message in the face of modern materialism, 
In the past, ‘iim al-kaldm had provided the means for a logical and rational 
exposition of the tenets of the faith; and modern science, although not with- 
‘out its threatening aspects, might be used to supplement and adjust *ilm al- 
kaliim in accordance with the needs of the age. While thus moving to greater 


pursued by Said Nursi as late as 1951, 
when he is reputed to have sought the aid of Adnan Menderes.* Among the 
special characteristics of the projected madrasa was its trilingual nature: 
Arabic, Turkish and Kurdish should all be used in instruction, with special 
emphasis placed on the first. In addition, modern sciences were to be taught 
together with traditional subjects, for “the religious sciences are the light of 
the conscience, and the arts of civilisation are the light of the intellect: truth 
becomes manifest from the junction of these two’ nally, 
to aid in the reconciliation and fusion of three antagonistic groups: the 
adherents of modern learning (eh/-i mektep), the students of the traditional 
sciences (ehl-i medrese) and the followers of the Sufi tarikats (ehl-i tekke).)° 

Partly in order to secure government support for the project, and partly in 
order to do learned battle with the ‘wamd’ of the capital, Said Nursi left Van 
at the age of thirty-two and for the first time came to Istanbul, The long reign 
of Sultan Abdiilhamid II was nearing its end, and the various forces that 
were to bring about his overthrow were gathering strength, foremost among 
them the Society of Union and Progress (Ittihad ve Terakki Cemiyeti), Said 
Nursi did not remain indifferent to the political struggle, even though playing 
‘no important patt in it. While not entirely hostile to Sultan Abdillhamid, he 
appears to have favoured the Society of Union and Progress and sup- 
ported the rebellion of July 1908 against the Sultan that resulted in the re- 
establishment of the Ottoman constitution, Since the movement of July 1908 
‘may be regarded as the first in the chain of events that led ultimately to the 
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destruction of the Caliphate with all the attendant damage to Islam, and since 
in retrospect the reign of Sultan Abdilhamid has come to be regarded, in 
many Turkish Islamic circles, as a period of Islamic Mit is at 
first sight surprising to see Said Nursi in the ranks of the Sultan's opponents. 
Itshould, however, be remembered that numerous members of the Ottoman 
‘ulama’ supported the establishment of constitutional government and 
‘opposed what they considered to be the tyranny of Abdilhamid. As in 
neighbouring Iran, where a similar struggle for the establishment of a con- 
stitutional regime was under way, it was felt that a government whose 
‘operations were clearly defined by a code was conducive to the proper 
implementation of the sharf‘a. A formula current in both countries equated 
mashriitiyat with mashri@'tyat; it was expected that the rule of law would 
be the rule of the shart'a.!® 
‘Such expectations were disappointed, both in Istanbul and Tehran. Said 
Nursi’s confidence in the Society of Union and Progress declined as he 
saw the liberty proclaimed by the movement of July 1908 to be assuming an 
anti-religious aspect. Articles hostile to Islam and purveying the current 
superstitions of Europe began appearing in the Istanbul press, and in order 
to counteract these, Said Nursi began contributing articles to the paper 
Volkan, organ of the group known as the Ittihad: Muhammedi. This organ- 
isation was led by a Bektashi dervish from Cyprus, called Vahdeti, and had as 
its aim the regeneration of the Ottoman state on the basis of Islam and the 
promation of Islamic unity. In April 1909, shortly after the foundation of the 
jttihad-i Muhammed, a mutiny broke out among Albanian soldiers garri- 
‘soned in Istanbul that was joined by members of other units as well as by 
some civilians. The slogan of the rebels was simple, “We want the sharl'a”™ 
(biz yeriat isteriz), and was directed, at least ostensibly, against the western- 
ising tendencies of the Society of Union and Progress. The uprising was 





of Mahmud Sevket Paya, and the Society of Union and Progress, now 
seated in power more firmly than ever, deposed Abdilhamid and replaced 
him with Sultan Mehmed Regad.!* 

The Ittihad-i Muhammedi played a role in the uprising of April 1909 
and it was inevitable that Said Nursi should be brought to trial together with 
other members of the organisation. In reality he had had no part in the insur- 
rection. Thinking he could play no useful role, he had retired from the city to 
the suburb of Bakirkéy, and there written a number of articles for the Istanbul 
press, on the one hand urging the soldiers to abandon their mutiny and on the 
other stressing the essential legitimacy of their demand. He was accordingly 
acquitted by the military court. Later he described the movement of April 
1909 as being of originally pure inspiration, designed to modify the constitu- 
tion in accordance with the shari‘a, “so that the shari‘a might be elevated 
through the constitution and the constitution strengthened through the 
shari'a. Then ignorant people who imagined the shari‘a to be identical with 
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monarchical tyranny had joined the movement, and together with various 
opportunists led it to a disastrous end. The sharf'a was demanded by different 
people for different motives.!* 

Despite these setbacks, Said continued to work for a constitution in 
accordance with the shari'a, to oppose all yearning for a return to monarchical 
absolutism, and even to cultivate an optimistic view of the Society of 
Union and Progress. Shortly after his acquittal he travelled to Salonica and 
there delivered a speech in defence of constitutionalism and its essential 
compatibility with Islam. He then returned to his homeland in eastern Anato- 
lia, with few regrets for Istanbul, which he described as full of “well-dressed 
savages, nurturing hatred for each other in their hearts"’.** Once home, he 
attempted to arouse sympathies for the constitutional cause among the 
deeply distrustful and conservative population of the east. The answers he 
gave to certain questions put to him at this period have been recorded, and 
illuminate the concept he held of constitutionalism. 

Monarchical government, he said, tended to deprive the Muslims of 
responsibility for their own affairs: everything was left to the Sultan, and a 
loyalty was accorded him that belonged properly to Allah. The new govern~ 
‘ment, it was true, was not without its defects, but these were out-weighed by 
its virtues. If the Society of Union and Progress contained atheists in its 
ranks, at the same time it had as members men who were hovering on the 
borderline between Islam and disbelief; excessive suspicion would serve only 
‘to cause their final abandonment of Islam, In any event, the survival and 
prosperity of Islam were not dependent on any particular governmental form; 
the strength of Islam was increasing, the wretchedness of the Muslims would 
‘soon be at an end, and the future would be seen to belong to their faith.'* 
This optimistic view of matters was expressed also in a khusha delivered at the 
Umayyad mosque in Damascus during a brief trip to Syria shortly after 
wards." 


Never entirely displaced by these political concerns was the project of the 
Medreset bz-Zehra. On the eve of the First World War, Said Nursi returned to 
Istanbul and met the Sultan in a successful attempt to secure government aid 
for the plan, Nineteen thousand liras were allotted for the construction of the 
madrasa, and a site was selected for it on the shores of Lake Van. Before 
building could begin, war broke out, and the project was to remain unfulfilled. 

Said Nursi collected a group of volunteers that engaged in harassing the 
Russians on their advance in eastern Anatolia, When Van fell to the invaders 
he withdrew to the area of Vastan, mounting repeated raids on the town, In 
this same period of military activity, he engaged himself in writing a com- 
mentary on Sirah al-Fattha and the opening part of Siirah al-Bagara, later 
published under the title of IshdrittulsI'jaz.!* Before long, he fell prisoner to the 
Russians and was taken to captivity in Siberia. After two years, he managed 
to escape and returned to Istanbul via St. Petersburg, Warsaw and Vienna. 

‘It was 1918, the year of the Ottoman collapse. Istanbul, the seat of the 
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Caliphate, was under Western, primarily British occupation, and the prov- 
inces of the Ottoman state had been torn apart and distributed among the 
victors. Said Nursi’s optimism had proven unjustified: the Society of 
Union and Progress had led the state to disintegration, not regeneration. He 
was now appointed to the Dar Gi-Hikmet il-Islamiye, an advisory body that 
assisted the Shaykh al-Iskim and whose members at this date included also 
the great Muslim poet Mehmet Akif and the scholar Izmirli Ismail Hali. 
Said Nursi’s tole in this body was (o assist in preserving the independence 
of the Shaykh al-Iskim from the pressures of the occupying powers, and 
beyond that he attempted no form of activity, sinking, as he put it, into a 
period of neglect.) 

About two years after his arrival in occupied Istanbul, Said Nutsi went one 
day to Eyiip, the vast cemetery attached to the tomb of Abi AyySb al-Angirt 
at the end of the Golden Horn. Like all Ottoman cemeteries, it exudes an 
incomparable air of peace, tranquillity and the utter assurance of eternity, 
as if the sweetness of the Hereafter had flowed over into this world. The 
cemetery next to the tomb of Abii Ayyfib is situated moreover on a hill that 
affords a wide view of the whole city of Istanbul, and is thus peculiarly suited 
to meditation and reflection, Gazing over the cemetery and the city beyond, 
Said Nursi realised that there was death not only in the tombs, but also in the 
city: there, the old order was dying in the aftermath of war and defeat. His old 
self, that had been so closely bound up with it, could not do other than die 
with it, But this death could not be one of extinction, any more than corporeal 
death is the gate to extinction. Indeed, since the living may be regarded as 
walking corpses, in view of the inevitability of their death, and since it is the 
dead who are truly alive with the life of the Hereafter, it can be said that true 
life follows upon death. By analogy, after the death of the “Old Said”, came 
the birth of the “New Said”, whose life was fuller and purer than that of his 








‘The “Old Said” had been characterised by an acute awareness of his own 
talents bordering upon arrogance, a predilection for confrontation, and an 
optimistic concern with political and social affairs, The “New Said” was 
marked by modesty, retreat from the arena of disputation and a disengage- 
‘ment from political activity. This is not to say that his concern for the Turkish 
Muslim community ceased; merely that it turned from political to other 
channels, After his meditation at Eyiip, which was in the nature of an 
itlumination, Said Nursi went into seclusion at the village of Sariyer on the 
shore of the Bosphorus. There he devoted himself to the reading of the 
Que‘in, the Furth al-Ghayb of Shaykh ‘Abd al-Qadir Gilani and the Makriibar 
of Shaykh Abmad Sirhindi, Under the influence of these readings he felt all 
darkness dispelled within him, and the light of the Qur’dn pervading his whole 
being. This experience of the Qur'én above all as overpowering light came to 
inspire the whole body of Said Nursi’s writing, entitled appropriately the 
Risala-i Nur ~The Treatise of Light’. 
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Before beginning the composition of this work the fruit and choice part 
of his whole life - Said Nursi still had to acquit himself of some political 
concerns: the “Old Said” was not left to rest in peace. The war of indepen- 
dence, led by Mustafa Kemal Pasa, had come to a successful conclusion in 
ridding Anatolia of foreign occupation, and a National Assembly was 
convened in Ankara. In 1923 Said Nursi came to Ankara, and upon the 
invitation of the deputies of Bitlis, Muy and Van delivered an address to the 
assembly. In it he laid stress upon the necessity of continued adherence to 
Islam as the condition of national unity. Islam was the only strength of the 
Muslims, and abandonment of it would be an act of treason. Buropean culture 
was on the point of collapse and it would be folly to replace Qur'dnie civil- 
isation with the bankrupt norms of Europe. The deputies should affirm their 
loyalty to Islam by the regular performance of communal prayer.*! Some 
deputies responded favourably, but Mustafa Kemal reproached Said Nursi for 
bringing to light differences of outlook and aspiration among the deputies 
In general, the atmosphere in Ankara was hardly favourable to Said Nursi 
and his concerns: the war fought in the name of Islam and with the widespread 
participation of both ‘ulamd” and Sufi shaykhs was followed by the erection 
of a dictatorship whose violent hostility to religion was barely concealed by 
the slogan of secularism.** In the words of Said Nursi himself, “when I came 
to Ankara in 1338 (1923), the morale of the people of faith was extremely 
high asa result of the victory of the army of Islam over the Grecks, But I sxw 
that an abominable current of atheism was treacherously attempting to 
subvert, poison and destroy their morale”.® He recognised his inability to 
stem this current and left the new Turkish capital for his homeland in the east. 

His experiences in Ankara had confirmed the illumination at Eylip, The 
‘old order was dead, and with it his old self, The birth of the new self, and its 
expression in conformity with the conditions of the new order, were to depend 
upon the intense cultivation of the inner life, Said Nursi therefore retired to a 
cave near Lake Van, and devoted himself entirely to worship and meditation, 
In 1925 his seclusion was interrupted when there broke out a full-scale insur- 
rection against the apostatic regime in Ankant, led by the Nagshbandi Seyh 
Said. Said Nursi had no connection with the revolt, and indeed is recorded to 
have attempted to dissuade the rebels from shedding the blood of the soldiers 
who were, after all, fellow Muslims, irrespective of the nature of the regime, He 
‘was, however, exiled from Van to Burdur in western Anatolia on suspicion of 
fomenting revolt.2* This was the first in a long series of acts of persecution 
and harassment inflicted upon him by the Turkish government, For thirty-five 
years he was moved back and forth between various places of enforced 
residence, kept under strict surveillance, and four times arrested and tried 
under loosely-defined and ill-supported charges. Yet throughout this period, 
he pursued with uninterrupted dedication the writing of the Risala-i Nur and 
attained @ widespread following he had never enjoyed in the days of his 
polemical and political activities. 
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While in Burdur, he composed a brief work entitled Nurun Ik Kapilart 
(The First Gates of Light”), consisting of thirteen lessons on fundamentals 
of the Qur'an, This was secretly lithographed and distributed. From Burdur 
Said Nursi was moved to Barla and there began writing the Risala-i Nur itself, 
to which Nurun lik Kaptlar: had been, so to speak, the preface. The task was 
to occupy him for the rest of his life, and by the time of his death 130 separate 
sections of the Risala-i Nur had been written, 

‘We shall examine later the nature and content of the Risala-i Nur, but it 
is fitting to indicate here the chief purpose of the work as conceived by Said 
‘Nursi, and the reason for his embarking on it at this stage in his life. We have 
already seen that in the pre-war period he wished to elaborate a new kaldm to 
defend and expound the truths of the Qur'an in the face of modern scepticism; 
and although this project did not flourish, the sense that Islam was in danger 
remained with him and grew ever more acute. On the eve of the First World 
‘War, in one of the vivid and decisive dreams that recurred throughout his life, 
Said Nursi saw Mount Ararat erupting. He interpreted the dream as follows: 


When I awoke, I realised that a great explosion was to occur, and 
after that explosion, which would be in the nature of a revolution, the 
walls protecting the Qus'in would be shattered. The Qur'an would 
then defend itself directly, and in face of the attacks mounted upon it, 
its God-given miraculous nature would encase it like steel armour, I 
further realised that it would be given to one such as myself to demon- 
strate some part of that miraculous nature, despite my inadequacy to 
the task; and that I should take this duty upon myself. 


Elsewhere, Said Nursi spoke in similar terms of his being a chosen instru- 
ment to aid in the defence of the Qur'an ~ his writings not only derived their 
power from the Qur'an but were also devoted to its service. “In former times 
the foundations of faith were secure; submission to them was firm, As for 
matters of detail, the statements of the learned were accepted as adequate 
‘even without proof. Recently, however, misguidance has stretched out its 
hand against the foundations and pillars of the faith, Therefore the Wise and 
Compassionate One of Majestic Essence, Who grants to cach disease a 
suitable cure, has caused a flame from the allegories (feshihar) of the Noble 
Qur'dn ~a bright manifestation of its miraculous nature ~ to spring forth and 
aid my writings in the service of the Qur'in, thus redeeming my impotence 
and weakness, my poverty and indigence.""** 

It is possible to combine the evidence of these two statements and suggest 
the following interpretation. Said Nursi had been conscious for several years 
of the rise of scepticism and materialism to challenge the traditional primacy 
of belief, and from this consciousness had arisen his attempt at the evolution 
of a new kalam. This attempt remained unfulfilled, but the dangers threaten- 
ing the faith increased until the cataclysmic explosions of war and revolution ~ 
themselves manifestations of the destructive spirit of the age - destroyed the 
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traditional order ~ the “walls protecting the Qur'an”. It was then no longer a 
question of intellectual defence of doctrine and practice, but rather of coming 
to the aid of the Qur'an itself. Turning away from all political concern, and 
fortified by an intensification of the inner life, Said Nursi remained, in his 
‘own words, “face to face with the Qur'an”, immersed himself in its lumin- 
ous wisdom, and sought to refract some of its light through the prism of his 
‘own writings, 

‘The real need of the age, he was convinced, was to save people from the 
inauspicious direction in which they were going; to shed the light of the 
Qur'in on their path so that they might see “the impure and pestilential 
swamp” that lay ahead of them unless they reverted to the Straight Path of 
Islam. This goal was of a totally different nature from political activity, and 
more profound in its concerns, for “light can only be perceived or not per- 
ceived: there is no possibility of discussion or disagreement concerning it"? 

Despite this devotion to the task of diffusing the Qur'dnic light, and des- 
pite a rigorous isolation that forbade even his own relatives to visit him, Said 
Nursi was brought to trial in 1934 and accused of establishing a secret religious 
society that had as its goal the subversion of the foundations of the republic, 
With 120 persons who had been found in possession of his writings, he was 
brought to the city of Eskisehir for trial. After lengthy proceedings in which 
no firm evidence was offered by the prosecution, Said Nursi was condemned 
to six months’ imprisonment, together with fifteen other persons. Said Nursi 
conducted his own defence, and laid particular stress upon the absurdity of 
the prosecution claim that he was “exploiting religion for political purposes”, 
‘a claim monotonously repeated down to the present by the malicious and the 
uninformed, The Qur'in, he said, uncovers the talisman of existence; its 
scope embraces the entirety of being. How then could religion be made the 
tool of the narrow and limited sphere of politics? It would be like confining 
the ocean in a jar.2* 

‘After his release from jail, Said Nursi took up residence in Kastamonu 
where he continued work on the Risala-i Nur and despite a certain amount of 
police surveillance was able to contact an increasing number of followers, 
‘These were drawn not only from the immediate area of Kastamony, but also 
from other regions of western Anatolia. His writings, copied out by hand or 
mimeographed, had in a short space of time penetrated wide areas of the 
country and struck a responsive chord in many people, With these remote 
followers Said Nursi now entered into correspondence, and it can be said that 
his letters came to constitute a second monument to his religious activity, 
after the Risala-/ Nur itself. The letters appear to have been entirely devoid of 
political context, and to have concentrated instead on clucidating certain 
points in the Risala-i Nur and encouraging the further copying and distribu- 
tion of the work. “The most important duty of the devotee of the Risala-i Nur 
ir copy it. and to cause others to do so, and in general to help in its distribu- 
"30 
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In 1943, Said Nursi was brought to trial again, this time at Denizli. The 
charges were the same as before, but the prosecution thought it desirable to 
prepare them more carefully than on the previous occasion, Copies of the 
Risala-i Nur were therefore sent to professors of law at Ankara University for 
their opinion of its content. Their reply was that the work was of a purely 
religious nature and furnished no basis for prosecution, A new charge was 
therefore brought against Said Nursi: that he had proclaimed himself to be 
the Mahdi, It was true that some of his followers, in their excessive veneration 
of him, had hinted that he might be the Expected One; but he himself had 
vigorously refuted the notion, Finally, on 16th June, 1944, Said Nursi and 
his followers were proclaimed innocent and released. 

The release did not mean a cessation of harassment and persecution. On 
the contrary, since legal means had proved unable to silence Said Nursi, 
stricter supervision was imposed upon him, and attempts were even mide, it 
is suid, to eliminate him by poison or murder. Despite these grossly unfavour- 
able circumstances, work on the Risala-/ Nur continued in the new place of 
enforced residence, Emirdag near Afyon. New sections of the Risala were 
written, and copies multiplied in various parts of western Anatolia, especially 
the region of Isparta.” 

In December, 1947, Said Nursi was brought to trial for the third time, in 
the town of Afyon, Fificen of his closest associates were arrested 
and also those engaged in the distribution of the Risala-i Nur in Emirdag. 
Isparta, Kastamonu, Konya, Inebolu, Safranbolu and Aydin. The charges 
were as before: the institution of a secret society aiming at the subversion 
of the secular bases of the State. Evidence and counterevidence were 
much the same as before, but now Said Nursi was condemned to 
twenty months’ imprisonment. The sentence was annulled by a higher 
court, but immediately a new trial on the same charges began, This ended 
with Said Nursi’s acquittal in September 1949 after almost two years’ 
confinement. 

Each trial appears to have had the effect of injecting Said Nursi and his 
followers with new energy and determination, and he himself referred to jail 
as medrese-i Yusufiye, “the school of Joseph”.8* The two-year ordeal that 
ended in 1949 was thus succeeded by an expansion of activity in various 
directions. In addition to the further copying and distribution of Risala-i Nur 
in those areas of western Anatolia where it was already circulating, it was 
decided to begin systematic distribution in eastern Anatolia, particularly in 
the region of Diyarbakir, Even more significant was the distnbution of the 
work among university students in Ankara and Istanbul, Formerly confined 
to the traditionally pious of the smaller towns of Anatolia, the Risala-# Nur 
now came to be known to the Islamically-oriented segment of the educated 
classes in Turkey's two greatest cities. From 1949 to the present, the Risala-i 
Nur has continued to draw an increasing number of adherents among the 
university population, Parallel to this turning towards the students of Ankara 
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and Istanbul was the attempt to obtain government favour for the Risala-i 
Nur, of at least an abandonment of hostility to it. 

This aim might have seemed near at hand when in May 1950 Adnan 
Menderes came to power as Prime Minister. Much of hiselectoral appeal was 
derived from hints that he would relax the rigour of secularism and favour 
some reassertion of Islamic values, even in the life of the state. In a celebrated 
speech at lzmir he had, for example, proclaimed that “this country is Muslim 
and will remain Muslim. All the requirements of Islam will be fulfilled’.34 
Many hopes were awakened in Islamic circles that the wave of hostility to 
Islam unleashed by Mustafa Kemal might finally be reversed. Said Nursi 
himself wrote to Menderes addressing him as “champion of Iskim” and 
urging him to observe Islamic principles while in government.2® No effective 
Fesponse was forthcoming, but at least Said Nursi was temporarily able to 
move about with relative freedom for the first time since 1925, It soon became 
apparent to many Muslims, however, that Menderes’ appeals to Islamic 
sentiment were largely opportunistic, and no real changes took place in the 
attitude of the state to Islam, beyond a few symbolic gestures. The persecution 
‘of Said Nursi wasalso resumed, and early in 1952 he was arrested and brought 
to trial for the fourth and last time, in Istanbul. 

‘The charges on this occasion related to the publication and distribution by 
some students at Istanbul University of a section of the Risala-i Nur entitled 
Genglik Rehberi, "A Guide for Youth”. The prosecution found objectionable 
Said Nursi's assertion in this work that the Islamic criteria of dress are more 
suited to the beauty and dignity of woman than imported western fashions; 
‘and his demand that religious instruction be promoted at all levels of educa- 
tion. These two points were held to be subversive. In probably the most 
effective and outspoken of all his speeches in the court, Said Nursi turned 
bitterly on the prosecution and asked whether it! was necessary for women to 
expose their bodies and for children to grow up ignorant of religion in order 
for the state to be preserved. If the answer was positive, then did such a state 
deserve preservation? The trial was, he declared, an indication of how secular- 
ism was being used as a mask for hostility to religion, He was acquitted 
amidst the triumphant rejoicing of his followers in Istanbul, but had to leave 
the city to take up residence again in Emirdag.* 

In 1953 he moved to Isparta, and spent almost all the remaining years of 
his life there. He had # great affection for the place, since it was at nearby 
Barla that he had begun work on the Risala-/ Nur and there too that many 
of his most devoted followers resided, These last years were among the most 
fruitful, and saw the composition of some of the most important sections of 
the Risala-i Nur as well as distribution of the work on a wider scale than ever 
before. This became possible by printing the sections of the Risala in fixed 
type for the first time: before, no access to printing presses had been possible, 
and only handwritten or mimeographed copies were in circulation? 

‘This is not to say that the final years of Said Nursi’s life were without tribu- 





324 Islamic Perspectives 


lation. He himself was subject to repeated police harassment, and as his 
following multiplied, so too did arrests and trials. These invariably resulted in 
acquittal of the accused and the return to the defendants of the copies of the 
Risala-i Nur that had been taken from them. The legal innocuity of the work 
has, in fact, been so clearly and repeatedly established that these arrests 
cannot be regarded as other than a manipulation of the law for the purposes 
of religious persecution. 

In March 1960, Said Nursi left Isparta on a journey to Urfa, a city that had 
come to be one of the main centres of his following in eastern Anatolia, Upon 
his arrival, orders were immediately cabled from Ankara that he should leave 
the city and return to Isparta. He had however fallen seriously ill and his 
followers refused to move him. Seeing that Said Nursi was in fact a dying man 
the police chief of Urfa relented and instead ensured that he should die as he 
had lived for thirty-five years, harassed and surrounded by police.” On 
24th March, Said Nursi left behind both his followers and his persecutors and 
returned to the presence of his Lord, Rahimahu "llith. 

As for his earthly remains, these were no more left in peace than the living 
Said Nursi had been. After the military coup d'etat of 27th May, 1960, that 
‘overthrew the Menderes regime, the righteous guardians of the legacy of 
Mustafa Kemal exhumed the body of Said Nursi and transported it 10 be 
reburied in an unknown and unmarked location, concealed even from Said 
Nursi’s own brother,“ This was done presumably in the belief that Said 
Norsi had founded a cult centred on his own person, and that if only the 
Jocation of his tomb were unknown his following could not fail to disperse 
after his death. 

In reality, however, Said Nursi’s following was devoted not so much to him 
148 a person - those who managed to penetrate police surveillance to see him | 
were relatively few ~ as to the work which he himself regarded as the sole 
fruit of his life ~ the Risala-i Nur. It is thus comprehensible that the period | 
since his death should have seen a further distribution of his works and 
jan expanding interest in the ideas they contain. In the resurgence of Islamic 
feeling and expression that has been so marked in the past 15 years, there 
can be little doubt that the legacy of Said Nursi has playedaprominentrole, 

The printing and distribution of the Risala-i Nur reached a new peak in| 
the late 1960s; almost everywhere copies were available to those interested, 
although never offered for public sale. At the same time, the message of the 
work became knawn to a broader public through the Islamic press that sprang 
up in the second half of the last decade. Extracts from the writings of Said 
Nursi and articles commemorating his life appeared in numerous journals: 
mention may be made particularly of the monthly Hilal, edited by Salih 
‘Gzcan (presently under arrest by the Istanbul Martial Law authorities) and 
the daily Bugiin (edited, now from exile in Germany, by Mehmet Sevket Eygi, 
a fiery orator and writer). The followers of Said Nursi themselves have made 
several ventures in journalism. In 1964 there began to appear in Erzurum the 
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weekly Hareket which carried extracts from the Risala-i Nur as well as news 
of Turkey and the Muslim world. Similar to it in form and content were 
Ziilfikar, published in lzmir, and Bediiizzaman, published in Konya. All of 
these were shortlived, and were superseded in 1968 by the weekly /trihad, 
printed in Istanbul and distributed throughout the country. Its editor was 
Mustafa Polat, formerly editor of Hareket. In February 1970, Ittihad became 
a daily newspaper, later to be succeeded by the widely-read Yeni Asya. 

In view of this continued activity after the death of Said Nursi ~ the dis- 
tribution of the Risala-i Nur and the publication of journals ~ it may be 
wondered whether any organisation exists and if so by whom it is led. There 
are of course persons of prominence publicly associated with the message of 
the Risala-i Nur: one such was the late Mustafa Polat, “alayhi r-rahma, and 
another is the Istanbul lawyer, Bekir Berk, who has done much to defend the 
cause of the Risala-i Nur in the courts. Beyond such individuals, there exists 
only a network of distribution for the Risala-i Nur and the organisation 
necessary to secure it, There is no spiritual or directive successor to Said 
‘Nursi; individuals designated as such by those hostile to the Risala-! Nur are 
merely prominent companions of the late Said." In addition to the nationally 
organised work of distribution, small circles are formed, spontancously and 
informally, for the study of the Risala- Nur. They may embrace between ten 
and seventy people. A meeting of one such circle, attended by the present 
writer in the Fatih area of Istanbul in March 1970 had sixty participants, and 
the discussions of the Risala-d Nur were led by the Mufti of Bakirkéy, These 
meetings are frequently subject to illegal disruption by the police. There is, 
however, nothing conspiratorial or political about them: they consist ex: 
clusively of reading and discussion of the Risala-i Nur and the recitation of 
d'a, 


Whatever be the ultimate destiny of Said Nursi’s posthumous following, it 
is upon the Risala-i Nur itself that any judgment concerning the value and 
significance of his strivings must be based. He regarded the entire period of 
his life before the composition of the Risala-i Nur, that of the “Old Said", 
as virtually worthless, and stressed that all the attention of his followers 
should be given to his writings, his person being of no interest, It will, there- 
fore, be appropriate to look more closely at the nature and content of the 
Risala-i Nur, 

We have seen already that the Risala-i Nur was intended to demonstrate 
part of the /'/az of the Qur'in to an age corrupted and subverted by scepticism 
and materialism; and that Said Nursi thought himself appointed by Provi- 
dence to undertake this task, By the time of his death, the Risalai Nur 
consisted of 130 sections, based directly or indirectly on certain Qur’dnic 
verses that are taken as points of departure for long and complex discussions 
of logical and metaphysical questions. The sections are not arranged in 
any logical sequence and do not constitute a systematic exegesis of the 
Qur'an, Rather, certain Qur’anic themes are taken up in a succession deter- 
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mined bythe pattern of Said Nurs’ inner and outer life and expounded upon 
in a fashion more reminiscent of Sufi discourse than classical tafsir. The 
whole work having the title of “light”, its various sections are entitled lem'a 
(flash) or su’a (ray), and each has the effect of refracting the Qur’énic 
luminosity through the prism of Said’s expression. 

Among the sections of the Risala-i Nur a special place is held by the “Thirty 
Three Words” (Onuziig Séz), which constitute the core of the whole work. 
‘To read them, Said Nursi declared, isa sure means for perceiving the essential 
tuths of the Qur'an;** for, their composition was decreed to him by Shaykh 
‘Abd al-Qadir Gilani in a dream. The content and style of the “Thirty Three 
Words” does not, however, markedly from the rest of the Risala-i Nur. 

‘The Risala-i Nur, which Said Nursi described as a moon to the sun of the 
Qur'din, had as its aim the demonstration of the /'/dz of the Qur'an in amanner 
suited to the needs of the time. Whether it has fulfilled this aim is a difficult 
and delicate matter to decide. There is little if anything in the Risala-i Nur 
that is identifiably new or unprecedented in either Sufi writings or the litera~ 
ture of safsir. Not that novelty is necessarily desirable; merely that a claim to 
novelty has been advanced in the case of the Risala-! Nur. Most of his inter~ 
pretations can be found in the great classics of esoteric safsir, such as Isma‘il 
Hakki's Rah al-Baydn. 

In addition to these sources, Said Nursi placed heavy reliance upon allegory 
and the interpretation of his own and others’ dreams. An example may be 
drawn from Yirmi Oplincii Sdz. He dreamt, he tells us, that he was passing in 
utter darkness across a bridge suspended between two mountains. To the 
right of the bridge, he could dimly perceive a vast graveyard plunged in 
gloom; and to its left, a stormy and dark ocean. He took out a lamp to light 
his way, but instead saw his path barred by various savage beasts. Then the 
lamp fell to the ground and broke, and as it did so, the whole scene was 
transfigured with light. The graveyard was seen to be a pleasant garden, full 
‘of men engaged in invocation of the Divine Name and pious conversation; 
and the dark ocean to the left of the bridge was changed into a placid green 
meadow. The savage beasts on the bridge were also transformed into tameand 
innocuous animals. 

Said Nursi's interpretation of the dream was as follows, The mountains 
represented respectively the beginning of human life and the Hereafter — 
‘mabda’ and ma’ad. The right of the bridge was the past, and the left, the 
future. The bridge was life itself; the lamp that had been broken was egoism 
and the savage beasts that had been glimpsed in its false light were the 
vicissitudes of life. Once the lamp of egoism was broken, the whole scene was 
transfigured and seen as a vast and seamless manifestation of God's mercy. 
This dream Said Nursi took to be illustrative of several Qur'anic verses, 
especially, “God is the Protector of those who have faith: from the depths of 
darkness He will lead them forth into light” (Qur'an, 2:257) and the Light 
Verse (Qur'an, 24:35). 
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Such interpretations, based upon dream and allegory, are not without their 
beauty and power to convince, but it is to be doubted that they fulfil the 
express purpose of reaffirming the i‘j@z of the Qur'an in a manner suitable to 
the needs of the present dark age. They presuppose a certain cast of mind 
that is already imbued with the readiness to believe, and can do fittle to 
convince the sceptical seduced by the superstitions of modernity. That 
objects have a symbolic dimension and that true knowledge may be vouch- 
‘safed in a dream are propositions largely alien to the modern mentality. 

More immediately directed to the victims of modern ideology are those 
parts of the Risala-i Nur which affirm the prediction by the Qur'an of various 
technological inventions. The aeroplane, the railway, the radio, electricity — 
the coming of all has been intimated in revelation.*® This concession to the 
technological predilections of the age is a strange and unexpected feature of 
the Risala-i Nur. It is to be found also in the commentaries on the Qur'an of 
the Egyptian, Tantwi Jawhari,and Mawhind Mubammad ‘Ali of the Abmad- 
ya. In each of these cases, however, the “scientific” prejudice forms part of a 
consistently aberrant interpretation of revelation. In the Risala-i Nur it is 
‘strangely juxtaposed with traditional modes of interpretation, The incon- 
gruity is doubtless to be explained by Said Nursi’s wish to achieve a synthesis 
of the old and new learning, a wish that had inspired also his attempts at 
formulating a new kalam, 

‘The combination of allegorical and pseudo-scientific interpretation makes 
it possible, it is claimed, for the believer to exchange faith by imitation 
(taklidt iman) for faith by certainty (rahkikt iman).## In the conditions of the 
Present age it is only the latter that can have any hope of survival, for 
imitation and submission are abhorrent to modern man. It is legitimate to 
question, however, whether a reading of the Risala-i Nur can result in tahkikt 
Iman. Tahkik in its traditional usage denotes a process of spiritual realisation, 
accomplished not 60 much by study and reflection as by an intensity of 
devotional practice that results in a purifying of the heart and the opening of 
inner vision.*?” Clearly this cannot be vouchsafed by the mere reading of any 
work, however inspired and profound. 

Beyond these general considerations, it is difficult 10 decide whether the 
Risala-i Nur bas in fact been able to restore or preserve the faith of those who 
would otherwise have lost it, Readers of the Risala-i Nur are to be found 
among university students, government officials and lawyers ~ classes that 
is be supposed especially prone to the seductions of Aufr in the modern 
but probably the bulk of Said Nursi’s followers have always been the 
Ler pee and observant Muslims of the smaller towns of Anatolia. 
‘The role of the ke Rhvole-t Nur has been primarily to provide them with a focus 
for their loyalty to Islam and to strengthen their faith in the face of the 
constant hostility displayed by the secular republic. 

If this be the true extent of Said Nursi’s achievement — to have produced a 
work which combined traditional interpretations of the Qur'an with certain 
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modernist features, and to have sustained the faith of the traditionally religious 
people of Anatolia ~ why, it may be asked, was he subject to constant 
harassment and persecution throughout his life; and why is the possession 
and study of the Risala-! Nur even now an invitation to arrest and prosecu- 
tion? The charges made at each trial of Said Nursi and his followers relate 
to the alleged foundation of a secret society for the subversion of the secular 
foundations of the state, It has proved impossible to substantiate these 
charges, firstly, because the network organised for the distribution of the 
Risala-i Nur does not satisfy the legal definition of society under the appro- 
priate section of the Turkish Penal Code; and secondly, because the Risala-i 
‘Nur does not have any overtly political content. The accusation nonetheless 
persists, and is repeated not only in the courts but also in the polemical 
literature directed against Said Nursi by secularist writers. 

‘The explanation is to be sought in the nature of Turkish secularism. While 
secularism implies non-interference by the state in matters of religion no less 
than it does the freeing of the political realm from religious concern, in 
Turkey secularism has been interpreted in a consistently anti-religious 
sense, Not only was the law of Islam abolished as the law of the state, but 
the state took upon itself the regulation of matters of a purely religious nature, 
Hence the substitution of the Turkish for the Arabic ezan (repealed in 1950), 
the dissolution of the sarikats, and the institution of the Diyanet Isleri 
Reisligi (The Religious Affairs Directorate), a government affiliated body to 
supervise the religious life of the country, The aim, it might be said, has been 
to remove Islam not only from the life of the state, but also ~ more gradually ~ 
from the life of society, ultimately imprisoning religion in the mosque in the 
hope that it might there die of neglect and attrition. In this sense, then, Said 
Nursi was indeed an offender against secularism, although he had offended 
against no laws: through his work he reaffirmed Qur’anic values and their 
primacy in the life of man, individually and collectively. He also attacked 
certain aspects of modernisation that although not legislated for are essential 
to secularism: the cultivation of an extreme nationalist ideology and the 
concomitant severing of all bonds of sentiment with other Muslim 
peoples;!” the propulsion of women into the chaos of modern social life 5 
and the suppression or neglect of religious education.® 

It needs to be admitted, of course, that Said Nursi and his followers, to- 
gether with all Islamically-oriented circles in Turkey, do indeed profoundly 
reject the whole secularist structure imposed by Mustafa Kemal, and that this 
Strong sentiment, although not expressed in the Risala-i Nur or journals 
printed by Said Nursi's followers, is nonetheless felt and bitterly resented by 
the adherents of the new order. Whatever be the legalities of the matter, there 
can be no doubt that there is a fundamental antagonism between the loyalty 
cra apg nb eh re oe Ros ns 

ublic, 

Opponents of the Risala-i Nur are not, however, content with recognising 
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ed. It is 





creation of a Kurdish state in Anatolia — was concealed by his professions of 
religious concern." In fact, Nurculuk (adherence to the Risala-i Nur) is 
frequently linked in the press with Kurdish nationalism and Communism as 
‘one of the chief subversive currents in the country, Said Nursi was indeed a 
Kurd, and before the foundation of the republic and the denial of the very 
‘existence of a Kurdish population in Anatolia he called himself Said Kurdi. 
‘There was, however, no nationalist significance in his use of this nisba, It is 
also true that Kurdish was to be one of the languages of instruction at the 
projected Medreset iiz-Zehra, together with Turkish and Arabic, but it was 
to be subordinate to both of these.** These considerations apart, it is estab- 
lished that Said Nursi opposed Kurdish nationalism as contrary to Islamic 
brotherhood: he that the welfare of the Kurds depended on that 
of the Turks, and in 1925 sought to dissuade the Kurdish followers of Shaykh 
Said from fighting against the Turkish army.™* 

Another notion propagated by the enemies of Said Nursiisthathefoundeda 
new Sufi order, a new sarikat, in defiance of the measure of 1925 that decreed 
the dissolution of the orders.® The press, when reporting the arrest of the 
readers of the Risala-i Nur, commonly speaks of the performance of dyin, of 
‘Sufi ceremonies, although in fact nothing of a devotional nature occurs beyond 
the recitation of du’d, Said Nursi himself, by a curious coincidence of outlook 
with the secularists, regarded the structure of the sarikars as inappropriate 
to the needs of the present age. He was deeply imbued with Sufi spirituality, 
had enjoyed the company of Sufi shaykhs, and frequently quoted from Sufi 
writings, above all the Makeabar of Shaykh Ahmad Sirhindi, But under the 
conditions of the present dark age, there were, he declared, more pressing 
concerns than the cultivation of tasawwuf, The whole basis of faith was 
threatened and practice of the shar!'a ~ prerequisite for all authentic Sufism ~ 
suspended. “A man cannot live without bread, but he can live without fruit, 
Sufism is like fruit, the truths of the Qur'dn are like bread". A new focus 
of concern was then needed, different from that of the sarikats.27 

Finally, mention may be made of the most grotesque charge levelled against 
the Risala-i Nur by its secularist enemies: that it preaches a separate ideology, 
‘not only independent of Islam but indeed opposed to it. This show of 
concern for Islam is strange indeed coming from the pens of those who 
imagine “true, enlightened Islam" to consist in rigorous abstention from 
prayer and fasting and unqualified submission to the pronouncements of 
Mustafa Kemal. It is not, however, without its effect: those deprived of 
religious education and ignorant also of the Risala-i Nur may in fol faith 
regard the charge as justified. It may be remarked in passing that it is a 
frequent technique of Turkish secularists to label loyalty to essential aspects 
‘of Islam as deviations from it. Thus they speak of seriargilik: (a desire for the 
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implementation of the shart"a) and immetyilik (adherence to the concept of a 
single Muslim wmma) as aberrant deviations from the faith, as if true Islam 
knew no sharla and no wmma. 

Aside from the fundamental antagonism between the Risala-i Nur and the 
principles and workings of Turkish secularism, the other accusations brought 
‘against the work and its author may all be dismissed as baseless. More desery- 
ing of attention are certain misgivings felt in Islamic circles, not so much with 
respect to Said Nursi and his work, as to certain aspects of his legacy. One 
feature that strikes any visitor to a circle of his devotees is their channelling 
of all their enthusiasm and emotional loyalty into the study of the Risala-t 
Nur. They appear to read no other religious literature and to neglect the direct 
study even of the Qur'an itself, They enjoin upon others to imitate them, 
hinting that one’s faith can be secure from danger only after assimilating the 
Risala-i Nur. This somewhat narrow attitude, for which Said Nursi cannot be 
held dircetly responsible and which has doubtless been fostered by decades 
of persecution, has threatening implications. Said Nursi spoke of his work as 
being a moon reflecting the Tight of the Qur'dnic sun; it sometimes seems as if, 
for his followers, the moon has become brighter than the sun. A certain 
exclusiveness among the adherents of the Risala-i Nur has also led vo regret~ 
table tensions and divisions in Turkish Islamic circles that can be ill afforded. 

It should also be made clear that Said Nursi did not in any sense establish 
ain Islamic movement ~ one calling for the establishment of an Islamic state ~ 
analagous to the Muslim Brethren of the Arab lands or the Jamd’at-| Islam! 
in Pakistan.” Although his devotion to the Qur'an could not fail to have 
political implications, in the manner discussed above, he genuinely foreswore 
all specifically political concerns, He never discussed in any detail the political 
and economic principles of Islam, nor suggested ways for their practical 
implementation; nor did he ever call for the abrogation of the secularist { 
constitution, Rather he deemed the first problem of the Turkish Muslim 
community to be the salvation of the very bases of faith itself, and in address- 
ing himself to the solution of that problem he was for thirty-five years a living 
‘challenge to the atheism that Snob bs veiled by the slogans of secularism. | 

Whatever be the shortcomings of the present adherents of the Risala-i Nur, 
and whatever be the degree of success accorded to that work in the strengthen 
ing and revivification of faith in the Qur'an, it is indisputable that credit and 
honour belong to Said Nursi and his past and present followers for the main= 
tenance of loyalty to Islam under harsh and difficult conditions. They will be 
Seen, in any future reassertion of Islamic hegemony in Turkey, to have played 
an indispensable role in providing a focus for religious sentiment und 
aspiration. Wallahu a'lam bi haga'ig al-wmir. 
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POSTSCRIPT 


The foregoing article was written in December 1970. Since that date, the 
place occupied in the religious, social and political life of Turkey by the 
followers of the Risala-i Nur has expanded considerably, and numerous 
topics of importance have inevitably been left untreated in my article, 
especially the role played by some Nurcus in the foundation of the National 
Salvation Party, and the increasingly explicit support given by others to 
the Justice Party. The author's knowledge and perception of the move- 
‘ment have also changed in the course of the past seven years. Although the 
article remains factually accurate and the author still holds to most of its 
conclusions, it is therefore partially obsolete in two respects. Readers are 
asked to bear this in mind, and to wait for a more definitive treatment of 
the subject in a book now being prepared. 


Hamid Algar, September 1977, 
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CHAPTER TWENTY 


From Rashid Rida to 
Lloyd George 


A. L, Tibawi 


SHAYKH Rashid Rida occupies a special place in modern Arabic and 
Islamic thought. He participated in, and sometimes led, movements for 
Arab and Muslim revival of political independence, and displayed a rare 
combination of integrity, dedication and clarity of thought, 

He was an indefatigable writer on the religious, political, social and literary 
problems of his time, and his views carried weight with friend and foe alike. 
In the political field he dealt with the Turks and the British in the interests of 
Islam in general and the Arab nation in particular. As a prominent member 
of the Decentralisation Party, and as a Muslim thinker, the British authorities 
in Egypt sought his views on a number of occasions on the eve and during the 
course of the First World War, 

Like his master Shaykh Muhammad ‘Abduh, he regarded the Ottoman 
Empire as a symbol of Islamic sovereignty and the Caliphate. Neither he nor 
his master ever questioned the title of the Ottoman sultans to the Caliphate, 
nor did they support at the time the call for an Arab caliphate, When the 
Sharif of Makka put forward proposals for Arab political independence 
within certain territorial limits, the Oriental Secretary of the British High 
Commissioner in Cairo found these bearing an “exact resemblance” to the 
views already expressed by Rida. 

‘Again when the British government was sounding Arab opinion in Cairo in 
1915-16, through Sir Mark Sykes, Rida’s testimony shines through the 
Prevarications and cowardice of lesser men, Should the Ottoman Empire 
fall, he said, another independent Islamic state must rise comprising the 
Arabian Peninsula, Iraq and Syria ~ Palestine under the Sharif of Makka. He 
refused Sykes's suggestion of any foreign surveillance as diminution of sov- 
ereignty. Instead of admiring such an upright man Sykes wrote him off as a 
“fanatic” who understood only the argument of “force”. 

This was exactly what happened. The Arabs were forced to submit to 
foreign control. Sykes was, with a Frenchman, responsible for the notorious 
‘Sykes-Picot Agreement of 1916 by which the Arab provinces of the Ottoman 
Empire were partitioned as spheres of influence, British or French. Theend of 
the war witnessed these countries largely under British and partly under 
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French occupation. And contrary to President Wilson’s liberal principles 
and the proclaimed principles of consent of the governed and self-determina- 
tion, Iraq was administered by Britain on calonal lines and Syria was parti- 
tioned between Britain and France, and a large slice thereof was promised to 
the Zionists a5 a national home, 

Concurrently with outraged Arab national fecling, there was much 
Islamic sympathy with Turkey for the humiliation inflicted on it by Britain 
and her allies, I was in this atmosphere of crisis in the Arab and Muslim 
worlds that Rid wrote a memorandum, not to the British authorities in 
Cairo as he had done before on a number of occasions, but to the Prime 
Minister of Great Britain Lloyd George. I was fortunate to discover it in the 
archives of the Foreign Office at the Public Record Office in London, It is 
dated 25th June, 1919 and is written in a clear Arabic hand by Riga himself 
and comprises seven foolscap pages. It was brought to London by General 
Gilbert Clayton, the Chief Political Officer to the British Commander-in- 
Chief, who regarded the writer of sufficient importance to take note of his 
views. 

‘The memorandum was first sent to the School of Oriental Studies for 
translation, It took that efficient institution six weeks to produce a translation, 
at the rate of one page per week. It reached the Foreign Office without any 
covering letter, probably by hand. Hence it is difficult to establish who was 
responsible for this expeditious performance. The translation is neither literal 
nor literary and more often than not it gives rough paraphrase with little 
Tespect to the text or the sequence of the points made by the writer. There are 
even omissions and additions. For example, the translation of the passage 
about “freedom and justice” refers to “the Christians” only, whereas the 
original Arabic has “the Christians and Jews”. For these reasons I had to do 
‘my own translation, 

Despite Clayton's high opinion of Riga, the memorandum received Tittle 
more than cursory consideration before being forwarded to Lord Milner who 
‘was with the Prime Minister and the Foreign Secretary at the Peace Confer= 
‘ence in Paris. There is no evidence that it ever reached Lloyd George or that 


Pope oe made in minutes at the India Office and the War Office are illuminat- 
ng. 

“The publication of the terms of the Peace Treaty (with Turkey),” goes the 
India Office minute, “had a disturbing effect on the Muslim World”. Then 
the writer quotes from Rigi’s memorandum that “right and justice” were 
meant for the Christians only and not for the Muslims. The War Office 
minute states that Rida i 





minute! : Hubert ‘Young merely quoted Clayton’s opinion of Rida’s standing. 
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The Memorandum is now of merely historical interest. 


“A Memorandum (imudhakkirah) on the Political Aspirations 
(ragha'sb) of the Muslims and Arabs submitted to the great British 
Prime Minister Mr. Lloyd George.” 


It opens with a note on the writer and his religious, political and literary 
activities, and his efforts through “the most moderate (a’qal) of the Arab 
political parties” to cultivate British friendship with the Arabs before the 
war, believing that in doing so he was seeking to benefit the Arabs and the 
British alike. Then he refers to previous representations, oral and written, 
to the British authorities in Egypt concerning the Muslim and Arab ques- 
tions in 1914 and after. 

In particular he mentions a memorandum submitted “towards the end of 
1914” detailing the dangers of the annexation of Iraq and Syria by Britain 
and France respectively, the question of the protectorate over Egypt, the 
evil consequences of giving Syria to France, and the high regard for Britain 
among the Muslims and Arabs for safeguarding “religious freedom’ in her 
dominions, He then asked Britain, in the name of the Arabs and Muslims, to 
use its influence towards realising the complete independence of the Arabian 
Peninsula, Syria and traq. In a supplementary memorandum submitted “in 
February 1915” he detailed the political, economic and moral advantages 
to Britain resulting from her thus helping the Arabs to attain their 
i nee. 

Itis clear that Riga's argument is that of the politician, not of the divine, 

He is all the time at pains to stress British interests and to prove these will be 
better served by helping the Arabs and Muslims to achieve their aims rather 
than disregarding their wishes. He deplores the fact that Britain did not follow 
the line of poticy he indicated, and that instead based its Arab policy on some 
arrangements with the Amir of Najd and the Sharif of Makka coupled with a 
powerful propaganda campaign, Circulars were distributed by various means 
in all the Arab lands, provinces of the Ottoman Empire, “raising the hopes of 
the Arab nation for independence, the revival of past Arab glory and their 
civilisation in Baghdad and Damascus”. This did raise the Arab hopes and the 
British reaped some military advantages. 

The end of the war found Britain with her allies in occupation of all the 
‘Arab provinces of the Ottoman Empire. It soon transpired that the indepen- 
dence which British propaganda proclaimed was in practice British control in 
Iraq and French control in Syria, with Prince Faisal in the interior subject to 
foreign control in the Syrian littoral. The authors of this plan, Sir Mark 
Sykes and M. Georges Pivot, visited the Arab lands assuming the style of 
“friends of the Arabs”. “But for military rule and the strait circumstances of 
the people as a result of the war these two “friends of the Arabs’ would have 
witnessed unimaginable consequences (of their presumptions).” 

‘At the beginning of the war Rida expressed an opinion to the British 
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‘authorities, later confirmed by personal contacts with pilgrims at Makka, that 
the Muslim world was more sympathetic toward Germany on account of 
its alliance with the Ottoman Empire, the symbol of the Caliphate and 
Islamic sovereignty. On the other hand the Arabs believed that a British 
victory would lead to their independence. 

After the armistice it became apparent, however, that Britain and her allies 
were contemplating the partition of the Ottoman Empire among themselves 
and even giving parts thereof to small Christian nations like the Armenians. 
‘This created unrest in the Muslim world which became convinced of the truth 
‘of war-time German propaganda that in intended to demolish the 

strongest Islamic sovereign state and to divide its territory among Christians. 
Hence it was likely that the disturbances and revolt in Egypt, India and 
Afghanistan might spread to other parts with adverse consequences to British 
commerce and moral influence. It was still possible for the wisdom of the 
British government to avert these dangers. This memorandum contains 
suggestions for this purpose. 

At the beginning of the war the Arabs had hopes of attaining their 
aspirations through Great Brit Towards its end some Muslims had 
hopes in. President. Wi 's liberal ideas, which were declared 
publicly and endorsed by Britain and her allies, “But it became apparent 
to them after the armistice, that the justice and freedom in these declarations 
were not meant for the Muslims but for the Christians only, and also for the 
Jews according to some.” 

“The British Government now faces difficulties at home, in the Empire and 
with other governments. She may spare herself the enmity of 300 million 
Muslims because of the intention to partition the territory of the Ottoman 
Empire with France, Italy, Greece and the Armenians. She should instead 
attain economic and moral supremacy in all the Arab and Turkish lands by 
Porcine farm orig ner eo based on justice, 
namely the independence of the Islamic nations, the Arabs, Turks and Per- 
sians, in their own countries similar to the Christian nations. This would be in 
accordance with Wilson's principles and British and allied declarations now 
misrepresented by imperialist designs on Islamic territory under the guise of 
trusteeship and foreign assistance.” 
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dence, Prince Faisal is reported to have replied: “Then we shall be rebels,” 
According to Rida this was expected to be the inevitable outcome of the 
denial of national aspirations. It would result in diminished British prestige 
and the need to keep large military forces in every country. He then asks: "Is 
it better for Britain, civilisation and humanity to see the Arabs in Syria 
and Iraq independent . . . striving to establish a modem civilisation in the 
Arabian Peninsula . . . or to see them as fanatic rebels, spreading fanaticism 
among the Islamic nations in the East .. . 7” In his opinion the British were 
able to establish themselves in the East, and to gain great influence in the 
world, through wisdom, not military power. He does not believe that they 
would abandon this wise policy in order to follow one based on military 
might as they did recently in Egypt and India, 

The final section of the memorandum is entitled: “What will satisfy the 
Muslims from Great Britain?” It dismisses the efficacy of the British declara- 
tion that the Islamic holy places in Hijaz, Jerusalem and Iraq would be under 
Islamic control, Such a declaration is even painful to Muslims since it implies 
that the holy places were under foreign sovereignty and consequently worship 
there depends upon the pleasure of the foreigner. The Muslims were not 
‘concerned that their holy places would be demolished or access to them 
denied; their real concern was for Islamic sovereignty without which Islam 
itself would not be safe, The preservation of this sovereignty is a desire mixed 
with the blood of every Muslim who regards the survival of his religion as 
dependent upon the existence of an independent strong state, subject to no 
foreign influence. 

But the Muslims would not be satisfied if Britain helped merely to maintain 
an independent Turkish state in the purely Turkish parts of the Ottoman 
Empire as a symbol of the Caliphate. For it is impossible to separate the 
Caliphate from the holy places, all of which are in the Arab provinces which 
were also desirous of establishing their own independence. 

There are two possible solutions: either the restoration of the pre-war 
territorial integrity of the Ottoman Empire (which is impossible because the 
Turks themselves had accepted Wilson's terms and the Arabs would not 
‘agree to return to Turkish rule even though their leaders regard it as less 
dangerous than the protectorate or trusteeship of a European Power), or the 
proclamation of the independence of all the Arab provinces similar to that of 
the Turkish provinces (leaving the question of the Caliphate for the Muslims 
to settle later on among themselves). 

If Britain, the memorandum concludes, can prevail at the Peace Conference 
so that the unconditional independence of the Islamic countries is agreed, if 
she will evacuate Iraq and Palestine, leaving their inhabitants to manage their 
own affairs ~ a circumstance that will prompt other powers (like France in 
Syria) to do likewise - if British wisdom can devise a policy to satisfy the 
Egyptians, then the entire Muslim world will be unanimous in desiring 
friendship with her, This will also promote British economic and moral 
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CHAPTER TWENTY-ONE 


Shah Wali-Allah’s Concept 
of the Shari‘ah 


Mi‘raj Muhammad 


AHMAD b. ‘Abdu-r-Rabim, better known as Shih Wali-Allah al-Dihlawi 
(1114-1176 A.H./1703-1762), flourished during the decline of the Mughal 
Empire of India, an era when the Muslim community of the Indo-Pakistan 
subcontinent was facing a grave crisis ~ economic, political and spiritual, This 
crisis provided Shih Wall-Allih with an intellectual irritant and prompted 
him to discuss the problems with which his society was faced. Endowed with 
rare profoundness and perception, Wali-Allih delved into the depths of the 
Islamic tradition, came forward with many new and bold ideas and thereby 
regenerated the intellectual life of his community and enriched its cumulative 
store of ideas, By dint of his creative thinking he exerted a great and lasting 
influence on the Muslim society of the subcontinent, which can still be 
perceived among the academic circles of the country. Today, almost all of the 
‘ulamd’ of India and Pakistan, despite their different religious affiliations, 
claim to belong to his intellectual lineage. The respect and influence com- 
manded by Shih Wali-Alkih prompt the followers of various schools of 
thought to invoke his authority for supporting their respective stand- 
points and attitudes. Even the Muslim Modernists, who despite their pro- 
fessed repudiation of every authority except that of reason, do not fail to 
seek his support for their modernist views. 

We intend to examine in the following pages Shih Wall-Allih’s notion of 
shart‘ah in general, and his concept of the Islamic Shart'ah in particular — his 
ideas regarding its genesis and character, especially its attitude towards the 
customary law of pre-Islamic Arabia and its position in relation to human 
reason. 





‘The Notion of Shariah 

‘The essential purpose of religion, according to Shah Wali-Allah, is to fol- 
Jow the will of God, both in personal and social life, by adhering to the prin- 
ciples of piety (usiil al-birr), by keeping a balance between angelic and bestial 
faculties, and by improving social institutions (for which he uses the innova- 
tive term irtifaigat) A shart’ah, in his view, aims at giving an institutional 
shape to these indeterminate and vague notions by defining their essentials, 
conditions, ete.*; for people cannot be asked to follow them in this world 
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or called to account here or hereafter unless these principles are given 
some kind of forms. Accordingly, when these principles acquire a certain 
form, that form becomes their locum fenens in the same way as a word 
stands for its meaning or an image for its subject. And it is this form or 
shari'ah according to which people can be asked to act and called to account, 

‘A sharl‘ah, therefore, aims at embodying certain fundamental principles of 
morality, and of social and criminal justice. These fundamental principles 
seem to be the motivating spirit, the essence and the core of the sharl‘ahs of 
the prophets in all ages and climes.? In trying to give these principles a form, 
the lawgiver takes cognizance of many existential factors such as the mental 
predilections and customs of the people who at a given time are required 10 
follow it, In fact, Shih Wali-Allah shows much greater awareness of these 
factors and emphasises them much more than Muslim jurists are wont to do. 
He outlines at considerable length these factors, which are fairly important 
‘even though subsidiary to what seem to be the fundamental principles which 
constitute the core of sharf'ah and which it seeks to embody. 

He divides these factors into two categories: (1) essential factors, and (2) 
accidental factors, 

‘Some of the essential factors are the following: 


(a). the knowledge and sciences of the contemporary people; 

(b) their beliefs, convictions and pre-suppositions; 

(ec) their customs and usages; 

(d) their temperaments, their trend of mind and their habits; and 
(e) the legacies of the former prophets. 


‘As for the accidental factors, they are: 
(a) tn ques of the companions of the prophet who propounds his 
Hah; 


(b)_ the wishes, prayers and habits of the [law-giving] prophet; 

(c) the heedlessness of the contemporary people in obeying 4 command, 
or their persistence in a sin; and. 

(d) their extreme attachment to or constant practice of a good deed so 
much $0 that they consider it a sin to discontinue or contravene it.* 


With regard to the essential factors, Shih Wali-Allah compares a people to 
tan individual who cannot perceive a thing as it is because of his physical or 
intellectual deficiencies. In view of his deficiencies the of that 
thing is modified or reduced to the level of his understanding. Wali-Allih 
illustrates their point by the example of a congenitally blind person who has 
no idea of colour or shape in his mind. He can perceive things only through 
hearing of sounds or touching, etc. When he has a dream of an incident or 
some knowledge is inspired to him in a dream, that knowledge or incident 
must occur in his mind through ideas or shapes that are already in his mind. 
Illustrating the same point by another example, he says: “When an Arab 
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who knows only the Arabic language acquires a science, it takes shape in his 
mind only in the Arabic language.” He further exemplifies the point by 
citing the instance of the inhabitants of a country where certain huge, ugly 
animals such as elephants, etc., are found. People in these countries con- 
ceive the torture of the jinn and the terror of the devils by imagining these 
ugly, huge animals, whereas others do not think in that manner.1° 

From these examples Shih Wali-Allah infers that, as the other human 
sciences are influenced by the existing state of a people, in the same way their 
Jore and learning, their convictions and conventions, and their tendencies and 
temperament have great effect in the formation of their sharf'ah.!! He cites an 
instance from the Hebrew Shari‘ah to show how the above-mentioned five 
essential factors influence a shar’f commandment. After regaining his health 
the Prophet Ya'qGb (Jacob) prohibited for himself meat and milk of the 
camel according to his vow to God. His children also followed him in this 
practice, With the passage of time, all Israel believed it a sin to contravene 
the practice of their Patriarch. Now, it was because of this pre-supposition, 
conviction and practice that the Torah enjoyed a ban on these things. But 
‘since Bani Isma’il did not hold this belief, camel's meat and milk were 
made lawful for them.? Thus the existing situation and the customs of the 
Society in which a prophet introduces his sharf'ah play a significant role in 
‘shaping that shart’ah!* 

In this connection Wali-Allah compares shar!'ah to rain water which is 
limpid when it falls from the sky; but dust-and air change its original form 
‘as it falls on the ground. For the same reason, the water of low-lying land is 
not as clear as that of higher land." By this analogy he intends to show that in 
the same way the forms that sharf'ah assumes in different times and climes 
differ from one another owing to the reasons mentioned above, even though 
they seek to embody the same fundamental principles." In other words, all 
the prophets agree in respect of the basic tenets and fundamental principles of 
piety and justice which form the core of religion (asl al-din). They differ, 
however, in respect of the external forms of these principles (ie., in respect 
of sharf'ah)2* 

Moreover, since a sharl'ah aims at the reform of human society, it works 
like a physician who recommends different medicines and different precau- 
tions for different diseases of different persons.*? By this example he demon- 
strates why the shari‘ah of an age or a people appears to be different from the 
shart'ahs of other ages and other peoples when one looks at their external 
features; but when looked at inwardly, they are always the same in respect 
of their essentials, 

The external form of a shart’ah, in the opinion of Shah Wali-Allab, reflects 
in this respect the norms and mores of a people as it is essentially a reproduc- 
tion of the total result of the cumulative process of their cultural life and 
social activities. According to his philosophy, the sciences, beliefs, dogmas 
and practices which have deep roots in a society rise to, and remain for a long 
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time in Hazirat al-Quds (the Realm of Sanctity or Supernal Plenum), a realm 
wherein the problems and destinies of humanity are considered and deter- 
mined." Then, by the benevolent, assimilatory action of God they become 
ndmiis (nomos, divine law) and form the source of inspiration for the prophets 
who guide their peoples accordingly. Shah Wali-Allah compares this process 
to that of rainfall, By the heat of the sun water evaporates and becomes water- 
laden cloud after rising into the atmosphere. There the cold air turns it to 
rain. Now, itis the self-same water which comes down again to the earth and 
flows into streams to irrigate the fields and produce vegetation.!® Hence 
shart’ah is not altogether extrinsic to a people; for it does not disregard their 
customs, practices, potentialities and predilections; on the contrary, it takes 
full cognizance of them. 

Moreover, since the prophets, according to Wali-Allih, strive to effect 
changes in the existing system of law and customs" in order to reform human 
society rather than to subject their peoples to inconvenience and discomfort 
by overburdening them with new and unfamiliar laws, generally they neither 
formulate new principles of piety and sin (us al-birr wa al-ithm), nor intro 
duce new and unknown laws,** nor deviate from the accepted and familiar 
irtifagat (social institutions). They rather look into the existing customs and 
Practices and retain what is found to be in agreement with the will of God, the 
laws of revealed religion (a/-qawdntn al-milliyah) and universal ends (al-dra’ 
al-kulliyah)* and reject what is found to be contrary to them. They further 
rectify and amend the practices that need amendment and sometimes add to 
them what is beneficial." In the theory of Shih Wali-Allah, therefore, the 
customs and usages of the contemporary society form the warp or woof of its 
shart'ah.® 

While describing the method ieee by the prophets in reforming the 
customary law of their peoples, he 


‘The prophets examine the prevalent manners of their people in eating, 
in dressing, and in building, their ways of adornment, their customs of 
marriage and marital relations, their practices of buying and selling, 
their punitive measures, their procedure of settling litigations, etc. 
If the existing system is found in agreement with al-ra'y al-kulll, they 
feel no need of changing it or replacing it by a different system; rather 
they vindicate it and urge their people to adhere to it. But if it is not 
found in accordance with al-ra’y al-kulll and the need of some altera- 
tion is felt because of certain harmful customs and usages, it is not 
considered desirable to replace it by a different one which is absolutely 
unknown to them, In this case the prophets have recourse to the 
existing precedents which are better and refer to the leading examples 

of the reputable, righteous forbears of their people. The basic purpose 
is that these reforms should be introduced in such a way that their 
faculty of reasoning is satisfied and does not repel them.27 
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‘The Genesis of the Islamic Shari‘ah 

‘As we have seen, it has repeatedly been stressed by Shah Wali-Alléh that a 
shart‘ah does not take shape in a vacuum; rather it develops in the context 
of the customs and usages of the contemporary society.28 He maintains the 
same with regard to the Islamic Shar!"ah. 

The significance of the customary law of pre-Islamic Arabia vis-d-vis the 
Islamic Sharf'ah has either been denied or not much emphasised by the 
classical fugaha’. Shih Wali-AllSh, however, very emphatically stresses this 
characteristic of the Islamic Sharl‘ah, He holds that the form and the sub- 
stance of the Islamic Shar!"ah have vital links with the customs and usages of 
pre-Islamic Arabia, and especially those of the Quraysh,* so much so that 
they constitute the raw material (mdddah) of the Islamic Sharl‘ah, and without 
their knowledge one cannot understand the Islamic law and perceive its spirit 
and implications.2* 

In order to show the origins of the Islamic Shari'ah in the tradition of pre- 
Islamic Arabia, Wali-Allih classifies the Shart’ah into two parts, or rather 
refers to its two aspects. One of these he calls irtif€gat (social institutions), 
which includes, inter alia, the political set up, civil law, penal law and 
customs."* The other he calls *ibadar, which consists of rituals and acts of 
devotion. 

He observes that in both of these aspects the Islamic Shar!“ah is substantially 
based on the pre-Islamic tradition of Arab society." In reforming the *ibaddt, 
the Prophet Muhammad (upon whom be peace) had recourse to the tradition 
of their ancestors, Ibrahim and Isma*il;3% and in amending the irtifaqat and 
customs, he was always guided by what Wali-Allih terms as al-ra’y al-kullt, 
and by considerations of general good (al-maslahah al-kulliyah).®® The 
Prophet (upon whom be peace) did not generally introduce altogether new 
Jaws and institutions. The method that he generally followed was to alter the 
existing rules and institutions with a view to reforming his people.2” 

According to Shih Wall-Allih, the fact is not that the pre-Islamic Arabs 
had no rules and regulations for organising their society and no rules of 
Personal status and family, of inheritance, of trade and commerce, of 
criminal justice, etc., and that the Prophet (upon whom be peace) intro- 
duced these rules for the first time, On the contrary, Shih Wali-Allah 
observes: 


They had strict rules and conventions (sunan muta'akkidah) concerning 
eating, drinking, dressing, wedding ceremonies, festivals, obsequies, 
marriage, divorce, ‘iddah (waiting period), mourning, trafficking and 
{other mundane] transactions. They censured one another on the 
contravention of these rules. They always regarded marriage with 
mother, daughter, sister and other mahdrim as unlawful. They had 
Punitive measures (mazdjir), ¢.g.. gisds (retaliation), diyah (blood- 
money), gasdmah (compurgation) for offensive crimes, and [various] 
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punishments ('ugizbat) for adultery and theft. Certain well-developed 
irtifagat (social institutions) had also penetrated their society. But 
{reforms were needed because) they had also adopted some depraved 
practices such as cruelty to prisoners of war, robbery, adultery, certain 
vitiated types of marriage, usury, etc. 


Shih Wali-Aflah maintains that the Prophet (upon whom be peace) was 
not inclined to negate the entire customary law of Arabia. He rather attemp- 
ted to accommodate it into the Islamic Sharf’eh with certain modifications 
which were required to make some of the customs compatible with the tenets 
of Islam, the fundamental principles of morality and general good.** While 
expounding the reform-process adopted by the Prophet (upon whom be peace) 
he asserts: 


‘Those who have a deep knowledge know that in matters of marriage, 
divorce, [mundane] transactions, adornment, dress, gad’ (dispensa- 
tion of justice), penaltiesand (the rules of thedistribution of war booty, 
[ete.]. the [Islamic] Shar* did not introduce (new laws] that would be 
.. the contemporary Arabs] or which they would 
Na doubt, some baneful practices were reformed 
or abolished, [For example when] usury became exorbitant, it was 
prohibited; and since people had conflicts about the purchase of 
unripe fruits on the tree [because of natural calamities), 1 was made 
unlawful, {But a number of contemporary rules were left intact such as] 
diyah (blood-money) was ten camels in the time of “Abd al-Mustalib; 
‘but he increased it to n hundred camels when he saw that the people 
did not stop slaying. The Prophet (upon whom be peice) retained the 
increased amount of diyah. [Similarly] the gasdmah (compurgation) 
was first enacted by Abd Talib (and then retained by the Prophet). The 
chief of the tribe received one-fourth of the war booty, the Prophet 
{upon whom be peice) fixed it at one-fifth [for the head of the com- 
munity). Khardj and ‘ushr were levied on them by Kobad and his son 
Noshirwan [the Emperors of Persia}; the Shar‘ maintained almost the 
same [laws of revenue). The Jews [of Arabia] stoned the adulterer, cut 
off the hand of the thief and took life for life; accordingly, the Qur'an 
promulgated the same [penalties], If one traces (the origins of the 
Islamic Shari'ah} one can find so many examples of this type. 
‘Shah Wali-Aflih does not limit this process of the enactment of the Islamic 
Shart'ah vo civiland taw but includes the "#hddar as well, 
Moreover, if you are intelligent and have a comprehensive knowledge 
of all aspects of the [Islamic] injunctions, you can perceive that even in 
[matters of] ‘ibaddt the prophets only prescribed [literally, brought”) 
those things which were found among their peoples or things similar 
to them, Indeed, they did nullify the distortions of the Jahillyah in 
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‘them, prescribed their timings and arkan (th i - 
eosin tenor = ¢ essentials) which were 


The pre-Islamic Arabs had, according to Shih Wali-Allih, almost all the 
Feligious practices and rituals which we now find in the Islamic Shartah, 
Piaf (wonbip scons me Gee ee ane 

lution), * y Ct, i 
mainte me ie lion), “agigah, etc. though in 
religion of the pre-Islamic Arabs after Isa‘ 







Peace) was sent to revive the pristine religion of Ibrihim and Ismé‘il, he did 
‘not make big changes in the main institutions of amillah alhanifivyah of 
Torahim.44 He examined the ways of the Arabs before Islam and retained 
those beliefs which were found in accordance with the wi (minhaj) of 
Ismi‘il and strongly revoked the distortions and corruptions which had 
entered into it or anything which was akin to shirk (polytheism) or kufr 
(unbelief). He also revived those true beliefs and valid rituals which had been 
Prose te tion and cy fencof teen yore founds thes tne 

‘short, in enacting the civil and criminal laws and retigious practices of 
Islamic Shartah, and even in formulating such details a fixing the timings of 
the prayers,*# rates and misdh of zaksh, nivdb of theft, the shar’! measurements 
and quantities, in prohibiting ceriain foods, in permitting certain types of 
marriage and forbidding others, etc..1? the prevalent customs, usages, and 
socio-economic condition of the contemporary Arabs, or in the extreme case, 
those of the Persians and Byzantines, were taken into con- 
sideration, while those of more distant countries were disregarded,4* 


‘The Character of the Islamic Shariah 

In view of the above-mentioned opinions of Shih Wali-Allih about 
shart'ah in general, and the Islamic Shari'ah in particular ~ that the shart'ah 
of any given people is related to that people's predilections, social institutions, 
etc.,? that the Islamic Shari'ah, having arisen among the Arabs, is related to 
their customs, traditions and social institutions, and that the laws of 
shari'ah change according to changing circumstances and the needs of peoples 
and places,*! — it may appear that according 10 Wali-Allih, the Tstamic 
Shari'ah was basically meant for the Arabian society of the sixth century, or 
at the most also had in view some of the neighbouring countries, and its 
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validity was time-bound. This conclusion appears plausible at first sight, 
particularly in view of his statement that a new era begins with every century 
or every millenium in which God introduces a reformed sharl"ah according 
to the needs and requirements of the age.** Some modern scholars have 
deduced from these statements of Shah Wali-Allah that he tended to regard 
some of the laws, especially the punitive laws, of the Islamic Sharf'ah as 
specific to the Arabs of the time of the Prophet (upon whom be peace) and 
did not favour strictly enforcing them in the case of future generations.5% 
‘Some of them have claimed that Shah Wali-Allih favoured an Indianised 
form of the sharl’ah rather than its Arabian form,* and suggested that the 
universal elements in it be sifted from the local ones for its adaptation to 
the needs and circumstances of other societies. 

‘A thorough scrutiny of Shah Wali-Allih’s writings show, however, that he 
is firmly opposed to such ideas and strongly holds that the pristine Islamic 
Shari'ah in its Arabian form has been made obligatory on the peoples of all 
countries and all ages. He stresses its innate perfection to such an extent 
that he neither allows it to be abrogated, nor considers it appropriate to add 
anything to or improve upon it. 

‘This opinion of Shih Wali-Alléh may appear to be in conflict with his 
above-mentioned ideas about sharl"ah according to which he recognises 
different shar'ahs for different times and climes.** But this apparent con- 
tradiction may be solved were we to note that here he refers exclusively to the 
shar'ahs of the prophets before the Prophet Muhammad (upon whom be 
peace). He avers that the earlier prophets had been appointed specifically 
for the guidance of theit own peoples who were comparatively smaller in 
number. Their shart‘ahs, therefore, did not have sufficient comprehensiveness 
to provide guiding rules for peoples other than their own, Their sharl'ahs 
became obsolete after the lapse of a few generations and were abrogated by 
subsequent prophets who altered the preceding sharf'ahs corresponding to the 
traditions and circumstances of the peoples of their time.** 

On the other hand, the Prophet Muhammad (upon whom be peace) was 
sent, according to Wali-Allah, to all the peoples of the world and his mission 
was to subject all the nations and peoples to his shari‘ah. His sharl'ah, there- 
fore, differed in some respects from those of the former prophets, It was more 
comprehensive than, and superior to, the previous ones in several ways." 
His process of promulgating and enforcing the shart'ah, Wali-Allih observes, 
differed from that of the former prophets; for a prophet who wants to bring 
various peoples under the fold of a millah (religion) is bound to select initially 
a certain people; and after he has reformed them, he uses them as his instru- 
mentfor reforming other peoples. Itis, therefore, indispensable forhim totreat 
with an amount of deference the customs, ‘uliim (sciences) and irtifaqat 
(social institutions) of his own people in making them a substantive base of 
his shart'ah. Subsequently, he has to take into consideration only those laws 
and customs of other peoples that can be accepted as the natural religion 
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(alhmadhhab al-fabt‘t) of the civilised world (al-agalim al-salihah). Apart from 
these alt humanity is to be urged to follow the shar!‘ah of the prophet's own 


Wali-Allah justifies this prophetic method by arguing that in such a case it is 
neither feasible nor commendable to leave the task of formulating sharf'ah to 
each of the people or to the leaders of each generation, as doing so would 
destroy the very purpose of the enactment of a shar!‘ah. He also considers it 
to be impracticable for the prophet who has to guide and reform various 
peoples and nations to formulate a different sharl'ah for each people, since 
it is impossible to examine and comprehend the customary laws and usages 
of all the peoples of different countries and communities that would be 
essential for this purpose. In view of these difficulties, Shih Wali-Allih 
regards it as best and easiest that such a sharl‘ah should be closely connected 
with the customs of the society in which it is introduced. As for later genera~ 
tions and other peoples who are expected to come under the domain of the 
shart’ah, there should neither be complete rigidity nor absolute laxity for 
them in the law.®! 

The people in whose society this universal shart‘ah is introduced, he adds, 
find it easy to adopt because of their strong belief in their prophet and because 
the shart‘ah is related to the customs and usages in vogue in their society. As 
for those peoples who come under the domain of this shart‘at later, they find 
it easy to adopt because of their tendency to follow their leaders and rulers 
who succeed the prophet. 

Now, in the time of the Prophet Mubammad (upon whom be peace), Shih 
Wali-Allah remarks, all the civilised world was under the sway of two great 
‘empires, the Roman and the Persian; and the customs, usages and social 
institutions of these two empires had penetrated the life of all the peoples 
of the civilised world of that time. The reform of these two empires meant, 
therefore, the reform of all the contemporary world. It was because of these 
reasons that the Providence willed to reform the Arabs through the Prophet 
Muhammad and his Companions, and to reform the two above-mentioned 
empires at the hand of the Arabs; for it would lead to the reform of the rest 
of the world through those empires. 

The Prophet Muhammad (upon whom be peace), according to this theory, 
was assigned two missions, one for Band Ismail, ie., the Arabs, and the 
other for the rest of the world, It was necessary in the interest of the former 
to base the Islamic Shari'ah on the customs and social institutions (irtifagar) 
‘of Band Isma'il. As for the universal aspect of his mission, it was accomplished 
by accommodating what he terms as the fourth irtifag into the Shari'ah.” 
Accordingly, the Islamic Sharl‘ah which is related to the customary law of 
pre-Islamic Arabia and was inherited subsequently by generations of various 
peoples has been made obligatory in its original Arabian form on all peoples 
and for all times to come, By the holy decree of God, Wali-Allah avers, the 
Shari'ah has become a genus which demands the existence and preservation 
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of its species (.¢., laws and injunctions). Hence, any attempt to alter or 
disregard the laws of the Islamic Shart‘ah is tantamount to the sin of altering 
‘or annihilating God's creation, which deserves His wrath. Wali-Allib 
stresses a stnet and literal adherence to the Sharlah and denounces the attempt 
1 alter its external form by seeking guidance merely from the spirit of its 
laws, even if this be done for the purpose of applying it to the changed 
circumstances of various societies. 

He firmly believes that the Islamic Sharf'ah has already been completely 
purified from the wrong and baneful customs of the society in which its 
enactment took place; and now there is no need for further scrutiny of it, 
‘except that it may be examined and purified, from time to time, by the 
‘mujaddids (renovators), from the aberrant eccretionsimpored upon it by 
the distorters of later times Thus, even the process of reform-activity 
which has been allowed, according to him, may not change the external form 
of the Sharl'ah. On the contrary, it should be directed towards bringing it 
closer to its original Arabian form. He stands for maintaining the Sharl‘ah 
strictly in its Arabian form so much so that he exhorts his people to abandon 
the customs of "Ajam (Persians) and Hindus and advises them to love Arabs, 
keep to the customs and habits of the early Arabs, and adopt their modes of 
dress and conduct. He considers all this to be a means of adhering to, and 
extolling, the Islamic Sharf'ah.*! He also takes pride in his Arab origin and 
in the Arabic language,’* and always admires the carly Arabs for their sim= 
plicity and purity of taste, He urges reference to their customs and usages 

whenever there arises any difference of opinion in regard to defining a shar’! 
term or a mazinnah or & mandy (effective cause).7 

Another aspect of Shih Wall-Alldh’s notion of the Shart‘ah that calls for 
examination is its position in relation to human reason. While declaring his 
creed in the Tafhimdt, Shih Wall-Allah asserts that human reason has no 
poor Leaf pcan dprven nena rence oper 
certain acts lo merit reward and others punishment in the Hereafter. The 
goodness or badness of acts is established solely by the decree of God and is 
an imposition from Him, iynssrnlcnppget ret mnt ne 
gs up another fakin (lawgiver) alongside God.’ 

Hotouaaahupatees te hacemebaied tle Vosges steer tiat te 


divides actions into two categories: masdlih wa mafasid (virtues and vices), 
and shard’ wa magadir (laws and quantitatively fixed rules),? By the former 
he means acts with moral of ethical implications for which there are no well- 
defined, fixed, codified regulations. They constitute the realm of the 
cultivation of self, domestic economy, manners of living and political 
economy.” They can be conceived, according to him, by human reason with- 
‘out the help of revelation.?? 

The second category, according to Shih Wali-Allah, stems from the first 
‘one, The laws and regulations governing actions in this category are aimed 
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at providing an external, cognizable form for a part of the above-mentioned 
abstract moral values and virtues so that people may be required to observe 
them and be called to account incase of default. Hence, the arkan (essentials), 
shuriit (conditions), ddab (embellishments) and other details of these laws are 
defined and codified, by which they can be clearly understood, This category 
comprises those actions governed by shar’! laws which serve the purpose of 
‘safeguarding and preserving the religion and its institutions.”* These shard'i* 

Se according to Shah Wali-Allah, are not to be necessarily pene- 

‘trat 

In Wali-Allih’s eoee the shard’i* (laws) are based on considerations of 
masalih (general Lalli He strongly repudiates the view that shar't laws are 
merely peremptory and their purpose is only to test people.*! This does not 
mean, he further adds, that the goodness and badness of acts (in the sense of 
an act being deserving of reward or punishment in the Hereafter) are based 
‘on reason in every respect. Nor does it mean that the function of the Sharl'ah 
(e., Shdri’, Lawgiver) is just 1o describe the inherent properties and qualities 
of the acts without playing any role in making them lawful or unlawful like a 
physician who only discovers and describes the properties and qualities of 
medicines and symptoms of diseases. Shih Wali-Allih maintains that apart 
from the masdlili that are considered in the shard’t", the enactment of the 
Shari’ (Lawgiver) is itself an important source of authority in declaring acts 
and things lawful or unlawful. 

Thus he attempts to reconcile ‘ag/ (reason) and nag! (report, revelation) and 
tries to strike a middle course between the two extremes. According to his 
modified view, both [the inherent qualities of} acts and the enactment of the 
Shari’ (Lawgiver) are responsible for, and effective in, making acts rewardable 
or punishable. But since, practically speaking, the Shdri* (Lawgiver) has 
not enjoined what is bad or forbidden what is good according to reason, and 
since every act of God is based on hikmah (wisdom) and maslahah (general 
good),*" the Shariah with all its details, such as the fixed tariffs, timings, 
etc., is in complete harmony with human reason and nature* in the sense 
that our faculty of reasoning can perceive the soundness of the shar’t laws in 
most cases, if not in all,** though it cannot formulate them independently.” 

The utility and wisdom of all shar‘t laws cannot necessatily be perceived by 
‘human reason. Hence, when a shar‘ commandment is proved to be authentic 
it is obligatory to follow it irrespective of whether any utility or reason is 
perceived in it or not. Conversely, the doctrines regarding which the 
‘Shari'ah has provided no guidance, negatively or positively, but which are 
formulated on the basis of human reason he emphatically refuses to consider 
‘as an integral part of the Shari'ah or to regard them as religiously obligatory, 
even if they are sound,"* He holds the same view about doctrines which are 
not inferred from the nusily (texts) by means of gipds Jali (self-evident 

» 


analogy), 
It should be clear from the preceding discussion that Shih Wali-Allah 
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traces the relationship of the Islamic Shart‘ah to the customs and usages of 
pre-Islamic Arabian society, not for the purpose of accommodating into it 
the local customs of various societies or accretions of later generations. He 
does so in order to stress its Arabian character and to maintain that character 
by purging it of the later accretions such as local customs, etc. Similarly, he 
emphasises the rational character of the Sharl‘ah, not with a view to 
purifying it from laws which seem to be irrational or against giyds, or in order 
to elaborate shar’! laws on the basis of pure reason; but rather to prove that 
all the details of the Shari'ah are in complete harmony with reason, and to 
demonstrate the incapacity of human reason to scrutinise them or to make 
further laws without the help of revelation. 

In short, his main purpose seems to be to stress and maintain the original 
and pristine form of the Shari'ah, and to vindicate its innate perfection, its 
inner consistency, its perfect wisdom, and its conformity to the universal 
divine scheme — qualities which, in his opinion, render it sacrosanct and 
immutable, 

‘The Modernists of the Indo-Pakistan subcontinent tend to paint Shah 
‘Wali-Alléh as a rationalist and endeavour to present him as the founder of 
the principle which they would like to make an integral part of the legal 
outlook of the present-day Muslims.*' Hence they claim to be inspired by his 
thought, But, as we have seen, the considerations that underlie the reform- 
activity of Shah Walli-Allah were significantly different from the considera- 
tions and objectives cherished by the Modernists. 

As a matter of fact, the source of inspiration of the Modernists is the 
‘West. In the words of Schacht, “the ideas and arguments of the Modernists 
‘come from the West. . . .°? Or as Gibb remarks, “Modernism is primarily a 
function of Western liberalism . .. fand]... . is largely a product of European 
influences. .. "9 To cite another scholar of Islamic law, the Modernists 
attempt “to fashion the terms of the [Islamic] law to meet the needs of society 
objectively determined. This new attitude of modern Islamic ju 
which is, of course, the antithesis of the classical view that the a legitimate 
standards for society are set by the law [Sharf‘ah}, was inherent in the process 
of [modernist] reform from the very outset... ."* 

‘The Modernists are, as such, guided by “practical and social conditions'®® 
and have a non-Islamic civilisation as the source of their inspiration, which is 
quite different from the case of Shah Wali-Allih. He did not favour, as we 
have seen, setting up reason or expediency as the paramount basis of formulat- 
ing or reforming law. He rather stood for reviving the Shar!"ah in its pristine, 
original Arabian form, and was strongly opposed to subjecting it to revision 
under any rational inspiration. 
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Mawlana Sayyid Abul 
A‘la Mawdtdi 


An Introduction to His Vision 
of Islam and Islamic Revival 


Khurshid Ahmad and Zafar Ishaq Ansari* 


‘THE TWO ends of the twentieth century present two different pictures of the 
Muslim world, At the beginning of this century, the Muslims were in a 
state of disarray, Most of the Muslim countries were under the control of the 
colonial powers. The Ottoman empire was disintegrating into oblivion. 
The balance of world power seemed to have finally settled in favour of the 
West, condemning the Muslims to a state of political servitude, economic 
dependence and intellectual and cultural stagnation. Before the First 
World War, the Muslims were regarded as a world power. After the World 
War, they seemed to be in the process of being relegated to obscurity and 
insignificance. Some of the adversaries of Islam thought that its chapter in 
history had been closed ; that the twilight would soon dissolve into darkness, 
‘The years and decades that followed have belied the prophets of doom. The 
inner vitality of Islam proved too strong to be annihilated by the forces of 
political, intellectual and economic subjugation. Resistance blossomed into 
fesurgence and the tide began to turn. Now in the last quarter of the 
twentieth century, the Muslim world, despite much in it that is heart- 
Tending, presents a somewhat encouraging picture, The chains of political 
slavery in many parts of the Muslim world have been shattered. The 
balance of economic power is witnessing new shifts in favour of the 
Muslims. There is « perceptible disenchantment with man-made ideologies 


* This is a joint paper by K. Ahmad and Z. 1. Ansari. Of the three parts into which 
the paper is divided, Part 11 is mainly the work of Ansari and Part III of Ahmad, Part II 
draws considerably on a paper presented by Ansari at the First International Islamic 
Conference organised by the Islamic Council of Europe in April, 1976, Part III draws 
mainly on a lecture given by Ahmad at the Fifieenth Annual Convention of the Muslim 
‘Students Association of America and Canada held in May, 1977 at Bloomington, 
Indiana, U.S.A. 
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which had lately begun to cast a spell over Muslims as solvents to man’s 
problems, There is an increasing desire to draw upon the intrinsic resources 
of Islam to build a new order. What lies, fo a large measure, at the root of 
these political, economic, cultural and intellectual manifestations of 
resurgence is a rediscovery of the relevance of Islam to the problems and 
challenges of the time. Undoubtedly, the problems facing the Muslims are 
formidable and the threats that confront them are legion. It is encouraging, 
nevertheless, that they are exhibiting a new confidence and vitality in their 
striving to regain their last position and to contribute their share in rebuild- 
ing the world. This confidence and vitality are reflected in the movements 
of Islamic revival which have emerged in different parts of the world 
during the last fifty years. One of the chief architects of this movement is 
the quiet and unassuming thinker, reformer and leader, Mawkind Sayyid 
Abul A’li Mawdidi. 

‘This paper attempts to present a systematic introduction to Mawlind 
Mawdadi's thought, and the movement which has arisen on its basis. This 
has been prefaced by an extremely brief sketch of his life, mainly to serve 
as the background against which his ideas may be better appreciated. 





1 

Life’ 

Abul A'li was born on Rajab 3, 132) A.H./September 25, 1903 C.E. in 
Aurangabad, a well-known town in the former princely state of Hyderabad 
(Deccan), presently Andhra Pradesh, India. He was born in a respectable 
family and his ancestry, on the paternal side, is traced back to the Holy 
Prophet (peace be on him). The family had a long-standing tradition of 
spiritual leadership, for a number of Mawdidi's ancestors were outstanding 
leaders of Sufi Orders. One of the luminaries among them, the one from 
whom he derives his family name, was Khwijah Qutb al-Din Mawdad 
(d. $27 A.H.), a renowned leader of the Chishti Sufi Order. Mawdidi's 
ancestors had moved to the Indo-Pakistan subcontinent from Chisht 
towards the end of the ninth century of the Islamic calendar! 15th century 
of the Christian calendar, The first one to arrive was Mawdadi’s namesake, 
jawddi (d,. 935 A.H.). 

i's father, Abmad Hasan, born in 1855 C. 
sion, was a highly religious and devout person. Abul 
of his three sons. After acquiring early education at home, he joined a 
high school called Madrasah Fawqiniyah, which attempted to combine the 
modern Western with the traditional Islamic education. Abul A'ld com- 
pleted his secondary education successfully and was at the stage of under- 
graduate studies at Dar al-"Ulim, Hyderabad when his formal education 






was disrupted by the illness and then the death of his father, This did not 


deter Mawdidi from continuing his studies, however, though these had 
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to be outside of the regular educational institutions, By the carly 1920s, 
Abul A'la knew enough Arabic, Persian and English, beside his mother- 
tongue, Urdu, to study the subjects of his interest independently. Thus, 
most of what he learned was self-acquired, though for short spells of time, 
he was able to receive systematic instruction or guidance from some 
competent scholars. Thus, Mawdidi’s intellectual growth was largely a 
result of his own effort and the stimulation he received from his teachers, 
His moral uprightness, his profound regard for propriety and righteousness, 
however, largely reflect the religious piety of his parents and their concern 


for his proper moral upbringing. 

After the interruption of his formal education, Mawdid! turned to 
journalism in order to make his living. In 1918, he was already contributing: 
toa leading Urdu ‘newspaper, and in 1920, at the age of seventeen, he was ap~ 
pointed ‘editor of Taj, which was being published from Jabalpore, a city in 
the province now called Madhya Pradesh, India, Late in 1920, Mawdddi 
¢ame to Delhi and first assumed the editorship of the newspaper Muslim 
(1921-23), and later of al-Jam'tyat (1925-28), both of which were organs 
of the Jam'tyati "Ulama-"! Hind, an organisation of Muslim religious 
scholars. Under his editorship, a/-Jam'tyat became the leading newspaper 
of the Muslims of India. 

Around the year 1920, Mawdidi also began to take some interest in 
politics. He participated in the Khilafat movement, and was also involved 
with @ secret society, but soon became disenchanted with the very idea of 
such societies. Mawdiidi also became associated with the Tahrikei Mijrat, 
which was a movement in opposition to the British rule over India and 
urged the Muslims of that country to migrate en masse to Afghanistan, 
However, he fell foul of the leadership of the movement because of his 
insistence that the aims and strategy of the movement should be realistic 
and well-planned, Mawdidi withdrew more and more into academic and 





concerns, 

During 1920-28, Mawlind Mawdodi also translated four different books, 
‘one from Arabic and the rest from English. He also made his mark on the 
academic life of the subcontinent by writing his first major book, al/Jihdd 
flal-lslim. This is & masterly treatise on the Islamic law of war and peace, 
It was first serialised in A/-Jam'iyat in 1927 and was formally published in 
1930, It was highly acclaimed both by the famous poet-philosopher Muham- 
mad Iqbal (d. 1938) and Mawlina Mubammad ‘Ali Jawhar (d, 1931), the 
famous leader of the Khilafat and Independence movements. Though 
written during his twenties, it remains one of his major and most highly 
regarded works. 

After his resignation from A/-Jam'tyat in 1928, Mawdidi moved to 
‘Hyderabad and devoted himself to research and writing. It was in this 
connection that he took up the editorship of the monthly Tarjumdn al- 
Qur’dn in 1933, which since then has remained the main vehicle for the 
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dissemination of Mawdidi’s ideas, He proved to be @ highly prolific 
writer, turning out several scores of pages every month. Initially he 
concentrated on an exposi ‘of the ideas, values and basic principles of 
Islam, He paid special attention to the questions arising out of the conflict 
between the Islamic and the contemporary Western world views. He also 
attempted to discuss some of the major problems of the modern age and 
sought to present Islamic solutions to those problems. He also developed a 
new methodology to study those problems in the context of the experience 
‘of the West and the Muslim world, judging them on the theoretical criterion 
of their intrinsic soundness and viability and conformity with the teachings 
of the Qur'in and the Sunnah. His writings disclosed erudition and scholar 
ship, a deep perception of the significance of the teachings of the Qur'an 
and the Sunnah and a critical awareness of the mainstream of Western 
thought and history, All this brought a freshness to his approach and lent a 
wider appeal to his message. 

In the mid-thirties, Mawdadi started writing on the major political and 
cultural issues confronting Muslim India at that time and tried to examine 
them from the Islamic perspective rather than merely from the viewpoint 
of short-term political and economic interests. He relentlessly criticised the 
newfangled ideologies which had begun to cast a spell over the minds and 
hearts of his brethren-in-faith and attempted to show the hollowness of 
those ideologies. In this connection, the idea of nationalism received 
concentrated attention from Mawdidi when he forcefully explained its 
dangerous potentialities as well as its incompatibility with the teachings of 
Islam. Mawdddi also emphasised that nationalism in the context of India 
meant the utter destruction of the collective identity of Muslims. In the 
meantime, an invitation from the philosopher-poet Muhammad Iqbal 
persuaded him to leave Hyderabad and settle down at a place which lay in 
the Eastern part of Panjab, in the district of Pathankot. Mawdiddi estab- 
lished what was essentially an academic and research centre called Dar 
al-Islam where, in collaboration with Iqbal, he had planned to train com- 
petent scholars in Islamics to produce works of outstanding quality on 
Islam, and above all, to carry out the reconstruction of Islamic Law. 

Around the year 1940 Mawdidi developed ideas regarding the founding 
of a more comprehensive and ambitious movement and this led him to 
launch a new organisation under the name of the Jamd'at-i Isldmi. Maw- 
diidi, who founded the Jama’at, was also elected its chief and remained so 
till 1972 when he withdrew from that responsibility for reasons of health. 

In 1947, when two independent states were carved out of the sub- 
continent ~ Pakistan and India ~ the Jama’at was divided into the Jamd’at-i 
Islamt, India and the Jama‘at-i Islami, Pakistan. Since August 1947, when 

Mawddi migrated to Pakistan, he has concentrated his efforts on estab- 
lishing a truly Islamic state and society in that country. Consistent with this 
objective, he has written profusely to explain the different aspects of the 
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Islamic way of life, especially the socio-political as} i 
m if ‘ pects. This concern 
the implementation of the Islamic way of life has also led Mawdbdlies 
criticise se capes the policies pursued by the successive governments of 
Hees to blame those in power for failing to transform Pakistan 
to a truly Islamic state. The rulers reacted with severe reprisal measures, 
Mave ve often arrested and had to serve long spells in prison.? During 
these years of struggle and persecution, Mawddd impressed all including 
critics and opponents, by the firmness and tenacity of his will, and other 
outstanding qualities. In 1953, when he was sentenced to death by the 
‘martial law authorities on the charge of writing a seditious pamphlet on the 
Qidiyaini problem, he resolutely turned down the opportunity to file a 
petition for mercy, He cheerfully expressed his preference for death to 
seeking clemency from those who wanted, altogether unjustly, to hang him. 
‘ith unshakable faith that life and death lie solely in the hands of God, he 
told his son as well as his colleagues: “If the time of my death has come, 
‘ho one ean keep me from it; and if it has not come, they cannot send me to 
the gallows even if they hang themselves upside down in trying to do so." 
His family also declined to make any appeal for mercy, His firmness 
astonished the Government which was forced, under strong public pressure 
both from within and without, to commute the death sentence to life 
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lawlind Mawdiidi is completing nearly sixty years of public life. D 
these many years, he has been continually active and aay He has eaten 
Meche pecenonpypo Soe ocnias and has made over a 
pain apes ediny ome _ its of which at least seven hundred 





Qur'énic exegesis (Tafsir), ethics, social studies and the problems facin, 
the international movement of Islamic revival. Presently, he is writing 
biography of the Prophet (peace be on him). The first two volumes covering 
the Makkan period are about to appear. Two more volumes are expected 
cm the ties period. 
Breatest work, however, is his monumental safsir of the Qur'an in 
Urdu, Tafhim al-Qur'dn, » work he has taken thirty years to ues 
Its chief characteristic lies in presenting the meaning and message of the 
_ Quran in a language and style that penetrates the hearts and minds of the 
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men and women of today and shows the relevance of the Qur'an to their 
everyday problems, both on the individual and societal planes. He has 
translated the Qur'én in direct and forceful modern Urdu idiom. His 
translation is much more readable and eloquent than ordinary literal 
translations of the Qur’in. He has presented the Qur'an as a book of 
guidance for human life and as « guidebook for the movement to imple- 
ment and enforce that nce in human life. He has attempted to explain 
the verses of the Qur'in in the context of its total message. This fa/sir has 
made a far-reaching impact on contemporary Islamic thinking in the sub~ 
continent, and through its translations, even abroad. 

Jama‘ar-i Islimt, the Islamic movement which Mawdddi founded, has 
grown intoa strong and highly organised religio-political organisation which 
has attracted people from all classes, but has a specially strong influence 
over the intelligentsia and the youth of the subcontinent. 

‘The influence of Mawlini Mawdadi is not confined, however, to those 
associated with the Jama'atel Isidmt, That infloence transcends the bound= 
aries of parties and organisations, and even goes far beyond the Indo- 
Pakistan subcontinent. Mawdddi has by now become very much like a 
father figure for Muslims all over the world. As a scholar and writer, he is 
the most widely read Maslim writer of our time. His books have been 
translated into most of the major languages of the world — Arabic, English, 
Turkish, Persian, Hindi, French, German, Swahili, Tamil, Bengali, etc. ~ 
and are now increasingly becoming available in many more of the Asian, 
‘African and European languages. The several journeys which Mawdédi 
undertook during the years 1956-74 enabled Muslims in many parts of 
the world to become acquainted with him personally and appreciate many of 
his qualities. At the same time, these journeys were educative for MawdGdi 
‘as well for they provided the opportunity to gain a great deal of first-hand 
knowledge of the facts of life and to get acquainted with a large number of 
persons in different parts of the world. During these numerous tours, he 
has lectured in Cairo, Damascus, Amman, Makka, Madina, Jeddah, 
Kuwait, Rabat, Istanbul, London, New York, Toronto and a host of other 
international centres. During these years, he also participated in some ten 
international conferences. He also made a study tour of Saudi Arabia, 
Jordan (including Jerusalem), Syria and Egypt in 1959-60 in order to 
study the geographical aspects of the places mentioned in the Qur'in.? 
He was also invited to serve on the Advisory Committee which prepared the 
scheme for the establishment of the Islamic University of Madina and has 
been on its Academic Council ever since the inception of that University in 

1962. 

He has also been a member of the Foundation Committee of the 
Rabitah al-Alam al-Islamt, Makka, and of the Academy of Research on 
Islamic Law, Madina. In short, he is a tower of inspiration for Muslims 
the world over, Even though during the last few years, his physical move- 
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ment has been restricted, for reasons of health, he continues to inf 
climate of thought of Muslims, as the Himalayas or the Alps. es on 
climate in Asia or Europe without themselves moving about. 


Sis = I 
starting point of Mawlind Mawdadi's religious thought is hi 
of God. Indeed itis his concept in so far asin ecent mes he has sone 
it perhaps more than others, of else he claims no credit for its originality, 
In fact, he considers it to be the true, original concept of God as it wes 
expounded by all the prophets and messengers of God. The first part of the 
basic Islamic confession of faith — “There is no god but Allah” ~ the 
‘statement which might seem to affirm merely the Oneness of the Creator, in 
Mawlind Mawdadi’s view, has implications far beyond what the words of 
the statement might suggest at first sight. The statement not merely pro- 
claims the unity of God as the Creator or even as the sole object of worship, 
It also proclaims the uniqueness of God as the Master, Sovereign, Lord 
and Law-Giver. Essentially God alone has the right to give command, 
10 demand of man exclusive service and obedience, to claim man’s total 
Joyalty. Being the Creator of mankind, God alone has the right to tell man 
what is the true purpose of his creation, and the way to achieve it, The 
Islamic statement of faith mentioned above is, therefore, essentially a moral 
statement; @ summons that man respond to Him with his whole being in 
exclusive service and obedience and devotion and worship,” Mawlind 
Mawdiidi stresses that this total submission to God alone is Islam (a word 
which, according to its root meaning, denotes submission or surrender), 
‘The entire universe is Muslim, i.¢. in the state of submission to God since 
itis subject to the natural laws ordained by God. In the case of the inanimate 
world, and even in the case of that part of man's being which is beyond 
his control (¢.e. the system operating in his physical organism, etc.), this 
submission (/stdm) is involuntary and constitutes what might be termed us 
submission to the providential will of God, Man is unique in so far as he hay 
been endowed by God, among other things, with free will and with moral 
discernment. He can choose to serve God or disobey Him. The service to 
God envisaged by Islam is, therefore, a voluntary one, denoting man's 
er aesaen tains directives and communds of God.” 

concept |, with its emphasis on His being the sole Soverei 
and Law-Giver, provides the basic principle of authority. All Beer: 
Jaws, customs and usages which are contrary to the directives of God are to 
be spurned. All theories or doctrines which claim that in disregard of 
Divine guidance, man himself has the right ~be it as an individual or a group 
of persons, of a nation or even all humanity combined ~ to decide what is 
good or bad for mankind, are indeed to be regarded as denying the 
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Sovereignty of God and as setting up gods other than the One True God. 
Submision to God means esti! the entire life of man into harmony with 
the revealed Will of God.?” : . 

As for man, he is God's creature, and hence is bound to the service and 
obedience of God. Not only that, God has chosen man, in the words of 
the Qur'an, for the unique distinction of His vicegerency on earth. 
Each human being is endowed with the trust of vicegerency from God and 
is accountable to Him in that regard, In his capacity as God's vicegerent, 
man is also committed to his Principal - God ~ to administer the affairs 
of the world in strict accordance according to the latter's directives, and to 
exercise all his powers ~ which after all have been conferred upon him by 
God ~ within the limits prescribed by Him.*? 

‘The question remains: In what manner should man submit to God? 
How should he come to know the commands and directives of God which 
he is required to follow? The answer to this question lies in the doctrine of 
prophethood, a doctrine which is an essential supplement to the doctrine 
of the Sovereignty of God. Mawkini Mawdddi dwells at length upon 
ind considers it God's response to man’s perennial need for 
guidance.'2 Because of the perenniality of this need, prophethood began 
with the beginning of human life on earth, The first man was also the first 
Prophet.%® And since it was the need of all mankind, prophets are not the 
special prerogative of any particular race or region, According to the 
Qur'an, prophets were raised in all parts of the world. They were recipients 
of certain basic truths which were communicated to them by the extra- 
ordinary means of revelation. They were required to communicate and 
practise them, and summon people to the absolute service of God. All 
these prophets as well as their followers were Muslims (submitters to the 
Will of God). The Divine guidance which they taught was revealed in its 
final and perfected form to Muhammad (peace be on him) who not only 
communicated it to others, but practised it himself and successfully built up 
a society and state on its basis, This Divine guidance is embodied in its 
pristine form in the Qur'an and in the Sunnah of Muhammad (peace be on 
him). Operationally speaking, therefore, since the advent of the Holy 
Prophet (peace be on him), submission to God means commitment and 
striving to follow the norms embodied in the Qur'an and the Sunnah.+ 

In addition to providing Divine guidance to mankind, the prophets were 
also required to purify the lives of men, and to strive to establish the 
sovereignty of God. All prophets aimed at doing so and attained varying 
degrees of success. The nature of their mission brought them into conflict 
with the powers that were, For rulers tend to arrogate to themselves sov- 
‘ereignty which, in the view of the prophets, belongs to none save God. The 
real dispute between the prophets and their peoples, or the rulers of their 
time (Pharaoh, Nimrod, etc.) was not as to whether God exists or not. The 
existence of God as the Creator has been a commonly accepted fact. The 
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Point in dispute was; Who is their real Ruler and Master? Whom ought 
they to regard as their Law-Giver? Whose commands ought they to 
follow? Likewise, the "ibddah to which Prophets invited people did not 
consist merely of performing acts of prayer and worship. It embraced 
acceptance of the Lord as the supreme object of loyalty, and commitment 
to obey and follow His command and to do His will." 

_ Mawlind Mawdadi emphasises that there are two basically different, 
in fact mutually opposed, attitudes to life: one, of accepting God as the 
Sovereign and Law-Giver and as such responding to Him as His slave 
and servant; the other, of defiance and rebellion against God, and arroga~ 
tion to oneself or to others than the One True God of the authority to 
command,!? 

‘The prophets challenged this latter attitude and invited mankind to the 
path of submission to One God, This erroneous attitude, the essence of 
which is to deny the overriding authority of the prophetic guidance in 
human life, is termed by Mawlini Mawdidi as Jahillyah, (a term which 
is only a pale reflection of the original when translated as “Ignorance”, 
It is so termed since true knowledge regarding the right principles which 
Ought to regulate human life can be derived from no other source than the 
revealed guidance communicated to human beings by the prophets, Now, 
Jahillyah has different shapes and forms, and is thus possessed of consider- 
able interna! diversity, It remains Jahiliyah, nevertheless, in each of these 
shapes and forms and Mawlind Mawdadi posits it as a category which is 
fundamentally antithetical to Islam.* 

Islam can never become a living reality unless the dominance of Jahiliyah 
is ended. The prophets.and their true followers, therefore, engaged in a 
Striving which also aims at putting an end to the hegemony of Jahiliyah, 
‘This lends a revolutionary character to their struggle.!” 

Another major point of Mawhind Mawdadi’s emphasis is that the guid 
ance embodied in the Qur'an and the Suanah embraces the entire life of 
man, Hardly anything has been opposed by Mawlina Mawdbdi as vehe- 
mently as the attitude of considering Islam an entirely personal relation- 
ship between man and God, or merely a set’ of metaphysical doctrines, or 
just a body of rituals. Again and again, he points out that Islam is a way of 
life, and that it is a complete comprehensive way of life. Neither trade nor 
industry, neither governmental affairs nor international relations, neither 
civil nor penal laws, in short, no aspect of human life can claim an autono- 
mous status and thus fall beyond the jurisdiction of Islam, A Muslim is 
not only required to submit to God in places of worship, but in all places 
and at all times ~ in his home and on the street, on the battlefield and 
around the conference table, in schools and colleges and universities, in 
centres of business and finance; and so on and so forth.” For service to 
God is not confined to a few defined acts. Man's whole life should be an 
act of devotion and service to God, for every act of man whereby he secks 
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the good pleasure of God and wherein he remains heedful of the directives 
of God is an act of devotion and service to God.*" Since Divine guidance 
embodies the infinite knowledge, wisdom and benevolence of God, the 
principles which go to make the Islamic way of life are sound and healthy, 
as well as incomparably superior to all man-made systems, Man's intellect 
and reason have great achievements in certain fields, e.g. in the field of 
natural sciences and technology. But human reason, unaided by Divine 
guidance, is altogether inadequate to lay down the principles which can do 
full justice to all the different aspects of man’s nature and conduce to his 
true happiness. At any given period of history, the sum total of knowledge 
and wisdom available to man is too meagre to prescribe the true way of 
life for man, This task has been rendered even more difficult by the fact that 
animal desires and passions and different biases and narrow interests affect 
man's reason and distort his vision. It is owing to such factors that human 
reason constantly keeps swerving between different extremes. Such 
‘extremes become clearly evident if we were to consider the positions men 
have taken on questions such as those concerning the relative rights of the 
individual and of society, the appropriate position and role of men and 
women, the relationship between labour and capital.*? Mawkind Mawdddi 
points out that the Hegelian dialectics — the emergence of a thesis, then its. 
anti-thesis, followed by a synthesis which combines the former extremes is 
ney correct, though to say so is merely to make a statement of fact and 

has no normative value. The emergence of an extremist anti-thesis in 
reaction to a perhaps equally one-sided, extremist thesis only illustrates the 
fickleness of human reason when it embarks independently on the venture 
of laying down the set of norms and values which could lead to truly good 
human life It is for this reason that the Islamic way of life as laid down: 
in the Qur'dn and the Sunnah is superior and much more conducive to 
man’s happiness and self-fulfilment in this world ~ let alone to his salvation 
in the Hereafter ~ than any man-made systems of life, whether of the past, 
or of the present.** 

Far from having any apologetic feeling for Islam because of the global 
dominance of the civilisation actuated by norms and values quite foreign 
to Islam, Mawlind Mawdddi considers the Islamic way of life just as 
necessary today for the salvation of contemporary man as it was for 
man in former times. He appreciates the scientific and technol 
achievements and the vigour shown in general by the Western civilisation 
during the past few centuries. At the same time, he thinks that the Western 
civilisation does not possess the right sense of direction, and is inherently 
rotten because of the falsity of its foundational principles. The fundamental 
fault of that civilisation ~ the fault which lies at the basis of all its other evils 
~ is that it is based on man's independence of, and indifference to, Divine 
guidance. Modern man has gradually come to a point where he neither 
considers it necessary (o follow God's guidance, nor feels that he is answer- 
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able to God for his conduct. And if any at all are conscious of the need to 
follow God's guidance, then the purview of that guidance is confined to a 
very narrow sphere of man’s life, allowing human caprices, biases and 
concern with narrow interests to play havoc with human life. Deprived of 
Divine guidance, the modern man conceives of himself as merely an 
animal who is equipped with the capacity of reasoning. Instead of clearly 

ined moral standards man has come to have an overridingly utilitarian 
view of morals, This, in effect, promotes, rather than serves as a brake on an 
unbridled pursuit of personal or group selfeinterest. The human family 
has been split into a multiplicity of nations with strong feelings of mutual 
tion and hostility tearing at the ideal of the universal brotherhood of 
Rather than that love and co-operation are promoted, self and group 
aggrandisement are held up as natural phenomena and rational objectives 
of human effort, leading to irreconcilable strife and conflict, in economic, 
social and political spheres of life. Rather than that family ties are strength- 
‘ened, and the human home made the qursery for the cultivation of some of 
the most precious moral virtues, the craze for sensual pleasure has given 
rise to modes of social behaviour which are destroying the very bases of 
family life and are robbing man of purity of feelings and character. All 
the “isms” which have arisen in the present age, despite their mutual dis- 
‘agreements, have arisen from the same basic philosophy ~ that man rather 
than God has the right to prescribe the goal of human life and the norms 
for human conduct. Being contrary to basic truths, these are morally 
unsound and historically disastrous.® . 

Mawlind Mawdadi emphasises that the putrescence of the modern 
civilisation is becoming increasingly clear to the intelligent and sensitive 
people of the world. The present civilisation, he feels, is moving along the 
road to collapse and disintegration. And if none comes forward with a 
constructive vision and offers alternative principles for developing a new 
order, the entire world might slide into the abyss of a frightful dark age. 
‘This makes it all the more necessary that the Islamic way of life in all its 
fullness ~ its metaphysical doctrines, its principles of personal behaviour 
and social conduct, as well as the principles of organising a sound and 
healthy economy and state should be spelled out and put into practice.” 

‘What this calls for is not merely a concerted activity aimed at the cu 
tion of a set of moral virtues, Mawlind Mawdidi's visi 
‘that of carrying out a total reconstruction of human life and establ 
‘new social order and state, and thereby ushering in a new era in human 
history. 

‘A major question that one faces in connection with the task of carrying 
outan Islamic reconstruction of human life in the present ageis: what should 
be our attitude towards the modern Western civilisation and its achieve- 
ments? In this connection, Mawlina Mawdidi mentions that the contact 
‘of Muslim society with modern Western civilisation has generally given 
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birth to two reactions, each of which he considers inadequate. The first 
reaction was a defeatist one, that of according an indiscriminate welcome to 
all that was labelled as “modern” — the Western outlook on life, Western 
legal codes, Western style of life, Western customs of social behaviour, 
Western political doctrines and institutions, Western economic ideologies, 
and so on, In several respects contact with the West, and in fact even this 
defeatist reaction has done the Muslims some good. This contact has 
shattered the closed, static outlook of the Muslims, has widened their 
horizons, and has, to some extent, enabled them to come to grips with the 
problems of the present age. But these benefits are far outweighed by the 
harm caused by the defeatist outlook. For, by encouraging indiscriminate 
westernisation, this attitude threatens to erode the Islamic identity and to 
rob Islam of its effectiveness as a force guiding the life of man. 

‘The other extremist reaction was the one termed by Mawlind Mawdidias 
“static”. It appeared as a result of the operation of the defensive impulse in 
Muslim society. This reaction made people feel that unless the entire 
heritage which had come down to them from their ancestors was jealously 
preserved, Islam would be obliterated, Such people made little attempt to 
distinguish between the healthy and the unhealthy components of this 
heritage. They hardly bothered to explore what had led to the decline and 
downfall of the Muslims, and what were the factors which had enabled the 
Western nations to surpass and overwhelm them. These Muslims were 
seized by the obsession of the antiquarian and the tendency of the blindly 
conservative to oppose every change, to cling to every item coming down 
from the past. Mawlind MawdOdi is emphatic that the normative and 
immutable part of the Muslim heritage consists of the principles of the 
Qur'dn and the Sunnah, and nothing else. The Qur'én and the Sumah are 
the touchstone for our judgment - for judging what the Muslims did in 
the past as well as what they are doing at present. Muslim history indeed 
has & great deal to fill a Muslim's heart with pride, But the acts of human 
beings — even of human beings motivated by the best of intentions = are 
not necessarily normative for all Muslims. In fact, Mawlina Mawdadi is 
quite critical of much that has taken place in the past and often points out 
the failings of different sections of Muslim society — rulers, scholars, spirit 
ual leaders, and so on. And even when the people of the past had made 
sound decisions, those decisions cannot be considered indiscriminately 
binding on Maslims for all times to come. 

It should be clear from this that his outlook is distinct from the outlook 
of the so-called modernists as well as of the so-called conservatives. He 
urges that the Muslim heritage (which is naturally a complex composite 
of truly Islamic and non-Islamic, of healthy and un-healthy elements) 
should be subjected to critical examination and careful analysis. Thereafter 
‘only those elements which are demonstrably derived from the Qur'an and 
the Sunnah should be considered of permanent value. Likewise, the Western 
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civilisation should be subjected to a critical serutiny and analysis. The 
Western philosophy of life, the Western standard of evaluation, and the 
‘corruptions and errors which have plagued the Western social life should 
definitely be discarded. But this should not prevent Muslims from abstract- 
ing the healthy achievements of the modern West ~ its sciences, its tech- 
nology, its techniques of efficient organisation and administration. There 
is. no harm in appropriating these elements, as long as they are value- 
free and can be assimilated in the Islamic scheme of life They are in 
fact a part of the common heritage of all mankind to which all nations, 
including Muslims, have contributed. Such a step is also necessary in so 
far as the true objective of the Muslims cannot be merely to foster belief in 
certain doctrines and promote certain moral virtues, It should rather be to 
make the entire scheme of life envisaged by Islam a living reality in the 
changed circumstances of the present age *7 

The above brings out a major and overridingly important facet of 
Mawdid'’s vision of Islamic religious life. This evidently relates largely to 
man’s outward behaviour, especially on the societal plane. Were one to 
borrow the jurgon of the philosophers of religion, one would perhaps say 
that the above depicts, in the main, how man ought to respond to God in 
His transcendence. Since the principles and values of Islam relating to the 
socio-economic and political spheres of life had become relegated to abliv- 
jon, it is understandable that Mawdddi felt called upon to emphasise those 
principles and values and to spell them out with a great deal of detail 
Perhaps for this reason the rich inwardness of religious life, man’s innate 
yearning to strive for proximity with the Divine, the restless striving of 
man’s soul {o reach out to the One Who is at once elusive to the senses and 
Yet is nearer than his neck-vein, does not seem to have been emphasised 
to the same degree. Or, once again to borrow the jargon of the philosophers 
of religion, the way man ought to respond to the immanence of God does 
Not come out with equally compelling force. This becomes understandable 
when we recall that this facet of religious life had already received consider- 
able emphasis in Muslim society, not least in the Indo-Pakistan sub- 
continent where Mawdidi was born, grew up and lived. Moreover, even 
the outstandingly religious Muslims had begun to forget, and thus had to 
be reminded, that God is not only to be loved and feared and worshipped; 
but being man’s Sovereign Lord and Law-Giver his devotion to the Creator 
should also impel him to follow His directives and obey His commands in 
all spheres of life and to strive for the supremacy of His word. In a way, 
this calls for a stronger, and at least a different kind of allegiance and 
commitment to God, and is inconceivable without a rich and profound 
kind of spirituality. 

Be that as it may, this aspect does come up in Mawdidi's writings, to 
which we refer here briefly in order to have a more balanced concept of 
his vision of Islamic life. We are taking up here Mawdiidi’s views regarding 
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‘iman (faith) to illustrate his approach to the inner, experiential, and a more 
conspicuously personalist, aspect of religious life. In several of his writings, 
Mawdadi emphasises the centrality of faith in man’s religious life** 
Faith, “full in expanse and firmly rooted in depth”, is, in Mawdiidi’s view, 
an indispensable base for a truly Islamic life.** 

Faith ties man in a strong relationship of fidelity to one's Creator, and 
without that pulsating relationship all outwardly religious acts are futile and 
barren. Islam in Mawdidi's view is concerned both with the apparent and 
observable conduct of man, the outward fulfilling of a duty, as well as with 
the spirit of that conduct,” which is rooted in faith. Faith impels man to 
turn to God with a throbbing heart, to focus his attention upon Him as his 
chief object of love and devotion, as well as that of obedience, service and 
worship, and to hold Him dearer than everything and everyone else. Faith 
gives man a deep sense of self-fulfilment, and a profound feeling of inner 
happiness in moving closer to the Divine and in carrying out His behests. 
According to Mawdadi, the inevitable demand of Tawhid is that “the sole 
purpose of all human endeavour . . . in this worldly life should be to seck 
the good pleasure of God”. Thus, once a person has faith, the basis of 
Islamic life is laid. The spiritual life of a person can, however, be rich or 
poor, it can rise to very sublime heights or remain on a low, ordinary plane, 
depending largely on the degree of genuineness and intensity of faith of the 
Person concerned, 

Genuine faith, as distinguished from its verbal confession, leads man to 
shape his conduct according to God's command, Faith is the propelling 
power to do God's Will, the motivating force which changes what are 
apparently physical movements into rich acts of communion with the 
Divine, Thus Islam ~ one’s actual submission to God's commands ~ is a 
manifestation of faith (mdn); the former being the superstructure which 
rises on the foundation of the latter. “The mutual relationship between faith 
and Islam”, says Mawdddi, “is that between the seed and its tree." If 
man has faith, he can rise to ever-higher stages of spiritual growth, One of 
these stages in his spiritual growth is piety (tagwd). Mawdddi does not 
consider piety to consist merely of observing the familiar outward forms of 
the so-called pictistic behaviour ~ wearing a special kind of dress, adopting 
an ascetic attitude towards life, etc, In his view, piety rather “refers to that 
state of the soul which is born out of the fear of God and a sense of 
responsibility... which manifests itself in all aspects of one's life." 

The highest stage of man’s spiritual growth is characterised by Mawdadi 
‘as ihsdin (state of spiritual excellence), a term which occurs in a well-known, 
tradition of the Holy Prophet (peace be on him).3* Jhsan, Mawdidi 
emphasises, represents man’s most profound attachment to God and His 
Messenger and the religion that He has prescribed for man, It denotes that 
deep love, that sincere allegiance and that spirit of self-sacrifice which make 
‘one lose oneself entirely in one's devotion to God. “The essence of isan", 
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4s distinguished from tagwid, whose propelling force is a fear of God, “is the 
love of God which impels man to win God's favour.’"35 “Thsdn means that 
man’s will becomes one with God's. Whatever pleases God, pleases His 
servant as well; whatever displeases God, also displeases His servant." 
This, however, is not just a passive state of the heart. Like imdn and islam, 
ibsan also has an activist signification in Mawdidi's thinking, It leads one 
to strive for the promotion of good and the obliteration of evil with a 
Strong sense of allegiance to and love for God, making one fearless of 
everything else. “Those evils whose existence God does not desire on His 
earth, His servant not only avoids, but also strives to extirpate from the 
world with all his power and resources.”® He also does his utmost, even 
at the risk of his life, to foster the virtues with which God desires to beautify 
His world, “When a man reaches this stage", says Mawdidi, “*he enjoys 
the closest possible proximity with God and this is, therefore, the highest 
stage of his spiritual growth."37 


M1 


Vision of Islamic Revival 

The earlier section gives an idea of the key concepts in Mawdadr's under- 
standing of Islam. These concepts are equally vital for comprehending his 
vision of Islamic revival 


a, View of History 
In this connection, it is also essential to keep in mind Mawdadi's view 
regarding history in general, and Muslim history since the advent of the 
Holy Prophet (peace be on him) in particular. History is seen by Mawdidi 
to consist essentially of a perpetual struggle between Islam and Jahiliyah, 
As we have noted earlier, Mawdadi employs the term Jahillyah as the 
antithesis of Islam. He applies this term to all world views and systems of 
thought, belief and action which deny God’s sovereignty and the authority 
of Divine guidance. There can be, and indeed there have been many 
combinations and permutations of Jahiliyah. There is, first of all, the pure 
Jahittyeh, consisting of a total denial of the realm of the super-sensory or 
super-natural, Then there is a wide variety of partial or mixed Jahillyahs. 
These consist of # recognition of the existence of the Creator, but that is 
mixed with other false beliefs, thereby adulterating certain elements of 
Divine guidance with other false elements. These partial or mixed Jahillyahs 
are at times inclined to an exaggerated spirituality which generates attitudes 
of world-renunciation. On other occasions, Jahiliyah assumes an exage 
gerated mystical form which carries man’s inherent devotion to the Divine 
to monistic and pantheistic directions, to blur the distinction between the 
(Creator and the created; and so on and so forth.2* 

Islam is opposed to Jahillyah in all its shapes and forms and it secks to 
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bring about a total revolution in human life aimed at fashioning it accord- 
ing to Divine guidance. This revolution begins by providing man with a set 
of beliefs, an outlook on life, a concept of reality, a new scale of values, a 
fresh moral commitment, and a transformation of his motivation and 
personality, This inaugurates a catalytic process resulting in a whole series 
of changes in the lives of individuals, leading those individuals to develop 
@ community of faith. The community grows as an ideological movement, 
engaged in bringing about social change in the desired direction, This effort 
aims at the reconstruction of human life as a whole and leads to the building 
of a new society and state, to the establishment of a new order, an order 
which in its ideal form is characterised by Mawdddi as Xhilafah ‘ald 
Minhaj al-Nubiiwah (Caliphate on the Prophetic pattern), and serves as the 
ideal pattern of socio-political order which Muslims ought to try to 
actualise in their lives. 

‘On the basis of these premises, MawdOdi builds a conceptual framework 
to analyse the genuine movement towards Islamic revival on the one hand, 
and the efforts that are made to bring about compromise with Jahillyah 
in the name of Islam, on the other. Within the overall framework of the 
struggle between Islam and Jahillyah there are two poles around which 
different efforts cluster. On the one end is Tajdid ~ an effort to re-establish 
Islam in its pristine purity and to reconstruct the fabric of life and society 
in @ given space-time context in accordance with Islamic values and prin- 
ciples. The other pole is represented by Tajaddud, which assumes, among 
others, any or all of the following three forms: 








(i) There develops an excessive concern for material interests, for 
territorial conquests, etc., in disregard of the true moral spirit of 
Islam. This destroys the balance that Islam seeks to establish between 
the spiritual and material aspects of life; 

(ii) Compromise is made with the spirit and form of the dominant 
Jahiliyah of the age, which leads to the emergence of a new mixture 
of Islam and Jahiliyah; 

(iii) The values, principles and modes of conduct are taken over from 
non-Islamic societies but an Islamic fagade is maintained, usually 
by employing Islamic terminology to characterise these borrowings." 


b, Objectives and Strategy of Islamic Revival*! 

Although both these approaches are characterised by dynamism, the 
‘objectives of Islamic revolution are achieved only through Tajdid and not 
Tajaddud, Tajdid represents a continuation of the mission of the prophets 
to implement Islam. It flows from a firm conviction, from an uncompromis- 
ing resolve to do the Will of God, Its spirit is one of creativity, It is inspired 
by high ambition, though the effort itself might, indeed should, be made 
with great caution and realism, and is accompanied with full moral and 
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material preparation. In this kind of striving an effort is made to avoid 
extremes and to see that the Islamic principles are realised in form as well 
as in spirit. This involves three preliminary steps: 


(i) An analysis of the situation as it prevails in relation to conflict be- 
{ween Islam and Jahillyah in a given space-time context, A clear and 
straightforward appraisal of the situation is necessary in order to 
know the forms Jahillyah has assumed, the sources from which it is 
being nourished and the sensitive points on which tensions and 
conflicts exist between Islam and Jahiliyah, The sources of weakness 
in contemporary Muslim life should also be examined and 4 sound 
diagnosis should be made so that one is clear about the major 
ailments from which Muslim society suffers at a given period of 
history. 

(ii) The chief objective of this intellectual effort should be to hammer out 
a strategy, based on the above analysis, in order that Islamic prin- 
ciples once again become operative in the lives of the Muslims. 

(iii) For the preparation of a realistic strategy it is also essential 10 
examine the resources that are available at a given period of time. 
Iv is only in the light of self-evaluation and a careful assessment of 
the mental, moral and material resources available that a blueprint 
for revival can be worked out. The effort must harness the most 
effective means available for the achievement of the above-mentioned 


objective. 


What should be the major elements of this strategy? Since Islam stands 
for total change and the ultimate objective is the establishment of the ideal 
Islamic order (Khildfah ‘ald Minha) al-Nubiweh) this programme would 
have at least the following elements: 


(a) The ideals and principles of Islam should be restated in a language 
understandable to the people of the age. This necessitates that the 
Jahilyah concepts in vogue at a given period of time should be 
carefully studied, analysed and subjected to criticism. Islamic 
principles should be presented in such a manner that their relevance, 
and their superiority over the principles propounded by false, man- 
made ideologies, becomes self-evident. This would require vigorous 
intellectual effort so that both the theoretical and practical implica- 
tions of the Islamic world view are clearly spelled out and the Islamic 
way of life in all its ramifications is crystallised, 

(b) The moral fibre of the life of the people should be rebuilt so as to 
develop a true Islamic character in them and involve them in a 
striving aimed at bringing about reform and reconstruction. Social 
habits, customs, education, socio-economic institutions, and political 
power —~ all ought to be subordinated to this effort. Social life ought 
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to be freed from perverse innovations (bid‘ah) which run counter to 
the spirit of Islam, and should be so restructured as to conform to the 
Sunnah, 

(c) The entire exercise involves ijihad ft al-din. This means that the 
ideals, values and principles of Islam will have to be reapplied to the 
changed context. A clear understanding of Islamic ideals and the 
Islamic scheme of priorities, and a careful differentiation between the 
essential and the incidental clements found in the actual life of 
Muslims are crucial to this exercise. 


Ljtihdd represents the principle of movement within the system of Islam 
and it involves creative thinking and action with a view to bringing the 
stream of life under the guidance of Islam, Jjtihdd at the intellectual level 
is to be accompanied by jihdd (struggle) at the practical level. Both ought 
to be combined so that the Muslims have, on the one hand, clarity of vision 
regarding their objectives and the mechanics to achieve them, and on the 
other hand, the resolve and the energy needed to actualise those objectives. 

This brings us to consider the position of the person who articulates the 
implications of the Islamic way of life, who resorts outstandingly to both 
creative intellectual and practical effort in order to transform Islam into 
living reality. The impact of his personality is important and serves as a 
major catalyst in a given space-time context. Despite the impact of the 
Personality of the initiator of Islamic revival, the movement that is launched 
need not be, in fact should not be, personality-centred. For, in Islam there 
exists sanction for the religious authority of none except a prophet. What 
is needed is a social movement and much would depend, as far as the 
results are concerned, upon the quality of the leadership that pilots it and 
the way it is organised. 

In the past movements have often hovered round the charismatic per- 
sonalities of the mmujadidids. But in modern times properly organised bodies 
can play the same role, In fact in order to achieve total change it is neces- 
sary that an organised movement should be launched which should 
culminate in the establishment of a state committed to this mission, 


¢. Application of the Model to the Contemporary Situation*? 

Mawdidi's own analysis of the contemporary situation is that the Muslim 
society has gradually drifted away from the ideal order established by the 
Prophet (peace be upon him), which had continued and developed along 
the same line during the period of al-Khulafa? al-Rashidan, The first impor- 
ia cdo te Capeots ies was a change from Khildfah to a 
more or less worldly monarchy with very important consequential changes 
Affecting the role of religion in the socio-political life. Gradually the very 
idea of unity of life began to be weakened, and consciously or unconsciously 
a degree of separation between religion and politics was brought about. 
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There also developed a bifurcation of leadership into political and religious 
leadership, with separate domains and areas of influence for each. 

The second major change occurred in the system of education, This had 
catastrophic consequences as it began to perpetuate the schisms and tensions 
that were shearing Muslim society and gradually sapped the springs of 
creativity which had ensured the vitality of the Islamic civilisation in all 
the major realms of human effort. 

As a consequence of the above changes, the moral life of the people 
began to deteriorate; their faithful allegiance and sincere devotion to 
Islam weakened, and a gap between theory and practice began to appear 
and widen, leading to the strengthening of the moral disease of nifag 
(hypocrisy). Widespread efforts were made throughout Muslim history 10 
rectify this situation. But the rot continued till Muslims succumbed to the 
colonial powers of the West. During this period an alien system was im- 
posed upon them in all fields of life, including the field of education. Be- 
cause of this new system of education the separation of religion and politics 
in practical life gradually became an acceptable proposition for Muslim 
‘society. When the Muslims threw off the yoke of foreign dominance and 
‘began living as independent peoples, the leadership of the Muslim countries 
generally passed into the hands of those whose mental attitudes and life- 
styles had been shaped by the colonial system of education and their 
experience of political subjection. These leaders have hardly any real 
understanding of Islam. They are living, by far and large, under the spell of 
non-Islamic ideas and values, This is in addition to the several weaknesses 
inherited by Muslims from earlier periods of their history. At the present, 
some of the major failings of Muslim society seem to be the lack of 
adequate knowledge of Islam, ni/aq, the weakening of Islamic moral values, 
the tensions between the leadership and the masses, and the disruption of 
the socio-political order of Islam. The general mass of people love Islam 
‘but do not understand its meaning and message properly, The leadership, 
in its wider sense, is in the hands of those who are not prepared to submit 
themselves fully to the Islamic scheme of life; nor do they have any clear 
vision of the Islamic order. This has led the Muslim society to be rent by a 
strife between two systems: the Islamic system, and the system of modern 
Jahiltyah, which derives its inspiration from contemporary Western civilisa 
tion, This civihsation, as we all know, is based on the principle of effecting 
separation between religion and man’s practical life, and tends to erect the 
Socio-economic structure of man’s life, in fact tends to handle his mundane 
affairs as such without any reference to God or to His will or law. How can 
the situation be redressed? Mawdidi’s answer would be: through faith 
and continuous struggle. 

Mawdidi has devoted a great deal to developing a comprehensive pro- 
gramme that would change Pakistan into an ideal Islamic society and state. 
‘The organisation of which he has been the chief, the Jamd'ar-i Islami 








38 Islamic Perspectives 


has been the main instrument through which he has tried to implement this 
programme. 

Before we discuss that programme, it seems necessary to spell out a 
major assumption on which Mawdidi's movement is based. The assump- 
tion is that the intellectuals play a crucial role in every human society, but 
especially in modern society. He has emphasised that Islam will become an 
‘operative reality in our times when men possessed of faith and integrity 
and a clear vision of the Islamic Order, people who are int the vanguard of 
man’s intellectual life and have the competence to run the affairs of the 
world assume the reins of leadership. The term leadership is generally 
used in a broad sense, and might be said to refer to those who are the pace- 
setters of a society; those who count and are imitated by others. Broadly 
speaking, they belong to the educated class, out of whom those who happen 
to control the organs of the state play an even more effective role in human 
life. Mawlind Mawdadi likens the role of the leadership to that of the 
driver of a railway train. The driver, he says, is in a position to carry the 
train wherever he wishes to (unless of course the passengers have that driver 
replaced by another one). This emphasis on the importance of the ruling 
class in modern society is wlso the result of the consciousness that nowadays 
the state plays a far greater élite, and affects the lives of ordinary men a 
women much more than it used to do in the past. Having at its disposal 
the control of education, of the mass media, of economic life, the efforts to 
bring about any changes in human life are foredoomed to failure unless 
the state were to co-operate in those efforts, 

Bearing this assumption in mind we now move on to elaborating the 
programme propounded by Mawdddi which clusters around four points, 

(1) The first major point of this programme is an intellectual one, viz. a 
clear exposition of the teachings of Islam which is shorn of all false ideas 
and purged of all unhealthy accretions. This exposition should also be 
geared to showing how the teachings of Islam can be applied in the present 
day world, and what steps should be taken so as to develop a sound and 
healthy order of life. This would necessitate « stock-taking both of the 
Muslim heritage and of modern civilisation, followed by a discriminate 
appropriation of healthy elements from them. So far as the teachings of the 
Qur'in and the Swanah are concerned, they are eternally binding and 
should thus be followed by the Muslims in all periods of history. 

Mawdidi is also conscious of the need for the renewal of Islamic. thought. 
In this connection, he makes the significant observation that Muslim society 
has lost a great deal of its original dynamism and elan because it has lost 
Sight of the original order of priorities: viz. the Qur'an, the Sunnah and 
djihad, The Muslims, he feels, have reversed this order. ‘They now turn, 
in the first place, to the opinions of the scholars of the past, to the results 
of their ijtihad. It is only after looking into the opinions of the jurists 
that we turn to the Qur'an and the Suanah. This has stultified the Muslim 
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mind. The original dynamism can be recaptured only if the Muslims decide 
to replace the present by the original order of priorities. This means that 
we ought to look first to the Qui then to the Sunnah, and after that to 
the deductive elaborations of the jurists and to the ideas propounded by 
other Muslim thinkers, 

(2) The second item of the programme is to reach out to the persons 
who are disposed to righteousness, and are inclined 10 work for the estab- 
lishment and enthronement of righteousness in human life. Such persons 
should be identified and brought together into an organised body. Not only 
that, an effort should also be made to help such people develop a clear 
outlook, to purify their lives, and cultivate the qualities of good moral 
character. It is only after a group of people, which combines true Islamic 
vision and Islamic character side by side with intellectual competence and 
with the skill needed to run the affairs of this world, emerges on the stage of 
human history, pools its strength and resources, and strives in a systematic 
manner that God will permit the Islamic Order to be established. Hence, 
Mawdadi tries to emphasise the necessity of maintaining an inner core of 
highly dedicated and conspicuously upright men as the foundation of 
Islamic revival. Quality is not to be sacrificed at th i of quantity, The 
reason for it is, to borrow from Charles J. Adams, in Mawdid's ‘opinion, 
“the best way to transform a society is by the creation of a small, informed, 
dedicated and disciplined group” the creation of “a righteous group, a 
saving clement . . . which would leaven the whale lump of society”. This 
group, however, is not to remain stationary. It should rather expand by 
persuading others to share its viewpoint and co-operate in the struggle to 
‘establish the supremacy of justice and righteousness. 

(3) The third point of the programme consists of striving to bring 
about societal change, to effect reform in the light of Islamic teachings, 
The idea is that the people who are dedicated to the cause of Islam, or at 
least have an Islamic orientation and a concern for the well-being of 
human society should take the initiative and expend their time, effort and 
Fesources to bring about maximum healthy change and improvement. This 
programme of societal reform is quite a comprehensive one. It seeks to 
make the mosque the hub of all Islamic activity. Moreover, there is heavy 
emphasis on education: the basic teachings of Islam should be communi- 
cated 10 the common people, arrangements should be made for adult educa~ 
tion, reading rooms should be opened to create enlightenment, and educa 
tional institutions should be established at different Jevels, In the area of 
social life, the programme emphasises resort to public pressure to prevent 
people from being subjected to injustice; creating a sense of hygiene and 
Cleanliness and fostering co-operation among people so as to ensure 
healthy conditions of living; drawing up lists of orphans and widows, of 
the crippled and the incapacitated people, and of poor students and arrang- 
ing for their financial assistance; and catering for the health requirements 
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of people, especially the poor. Clearly, inspired by Islamic ideals, the 
cane is to foster the religious, moral, social and material welfare of the 
people and to move towards creating the social conditions which are 
conducive to the total transformation of human life. , 

(4) The fourth point of the programme envisages change of leadership 
in the broader sense of the term. It includes intellectual leadership, social 
and cultural leadership, and ultimately also political leadership. The last 
mentioned marks the culmination of the process. The state is conceived as 
an indispensable means for establishing the order envisaged by Islam. A 
truly Islamic state is considered inconceivable unless ils affairs are directed 
by people of clear Islamic vision and commitment, and upright character 
and competence. 

‘How can this change of leadership be brought about? So far as non- 
political leadership is concerned, perhaps a great deal can be done by devel- 
oping leadership qualities in people who are possessed of right orientation. 
Mawdidi always kept this in mind as one of his aims. As for the change of 
political leadership, in a democratic order this can possibly be brought 
about through general elections. Mawdidi has been hopeful that if the 
Islamic movement keeps on striving patiently, it will ultimately succeed in 
installing righteous men in power, He is also convinced that the democratic 
structure is congenial to the Islamic state. He also thinks that the demo- 
cratic order will provide the framework in which an Islamic movement can 
flourish, gather strength and bring about the total transformation that it 
aims at, For all these reasons, Mawdidi cast his weight in favour of the 
establishment and maintenance of a truly democratic order in Pakistan. 


d. Revolution or Reform?!" 

Mawdadi has frequently used the term “revolution” to denote the radical 
change that he seeks to bring about. The use of this term has not created in 
him any fondness for the process or the method by which some of the 
revolutionary movements of modern times have tried to effect their 
cherished changes. 

In a critical study of the French Revolution, the Russian Revolution 
and the Kamalist Revolution in Turkey, Mawdidi shows that the Western 
revolutionary approaches have swung between extremes, What is common, 
however, to the contemporary revolutionary movements is the assumption 
that if the socio-economic or political framework, the material and social 
setting of human life is changed, a radical change for the better can be 
brought about. These revolutionaries have neglected the problem of chang- 
ing man himself; his outlook, the goal of his life, his motivation, his 
personality. Islamic revolution seeks a much more radical, a much more 
profound change. This change includes, and primarily so, the man, the 
individual, who is to serve as a solid base for the new order, 

Revolutions have also resorted to making use of hatred and wide-scale 
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violence and have not confined the use of force to the unavoidable and 
morally justifiable minimum, Mawdidi disapproves of the so-called 
revolutionary techniques and emphasises that Islamic revival can be brought 
about through a different set of “revolutionary” tactics, While the ultimate 
aim is to effect total change, the advance to that goal should be gradual and 
well-calculated. Instead of bluntly reacting against the entire prevalent 
System = against every single item of it ~and striving to destroy it immedi- 
ately and totally, he pleads for a restrained approach. He wants the 
Prevailing system to be carefully examined with a view to finding out what 
is malignant and hence deserves to be changed, and what is healthy and as 
Such deserves to be preserved. He suggests that those who seck to bring 
about change should proceed the way a surgeon approaches his patient, 
using his surgics struments only to the extent that their use is necessary to 
get rid of the undesirable part of the organism, Moreover, while he 
considers the Islamic approach to be revolutionary, in the sense that the 
new order it wants to establish would be basically different from the present 
order, and the change it envisages is total and complete, Islam seeks to 
bring about this transformation gradually, through a set of careful and 
calculated moves. This is in addition to his opposition to the dictum, quite 
acceptable to both the revolutionaries and non-revolutionaries of our time: 
“ends justify means". He emphasises, on the contrary, that both the ends 
and the means ought to be clean and commendable, for only thus can a 
healthy order take shape. 





Under the influence of Mawdadi’s ideas a considerable amount of 
activity is visible in different parts of the world. In the subcontinent in 
particular, « movement is at work to give a practical shape to his vision of 
Islamic revival. It would perhaps be a bit too early, and especially for those 
who are in one way oF another involved in the movement launched under 
his inspiration, to make evaluative judgments. What is significant is that 
4 process of change has already begun to operate. Only the future will 
show whether that process is strong enough to transform the Muslim 
society to any significant degree in the near future or if it will only yield 
some new seeds for efforts in the future. Much will depend, in any case, 
‘on the extent of dedication, integrity and wisdom of the men and women 
associated with that movement. MawdGdi’s contribution lies in initiating 
a process of change markedly inspired by Islamic ideals in an age which 
appeared to be insensitive, let alone unresponsive to God. 
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Early twentieth century has witnessed a number of ised movements 
for the revival of Islam in different parts of the Muslim |. In the Indo-Pak 
subcontinent, Mawlini Mawdadi, the founder of the Jama‘at-i-Islami, has 
made an indelible mark on history by organising the Jama’ah and successfully 
leading it through different turbulent periods and delineating cogent guidelines 
for the revival of Islam and application of its teachings to the problems of the 
modern world, Few men have captured the imagination and inspired the 
educated ‘Muslims during the last few decades to the extent Mawlinad Mawdadt 
has done. His admirers, ftiends and associates have made an effort, through 
this volume, to pay their heartful tribute to Mawlana’s long record of service 10 
the cause of Islam, especially to Islamic scholarship, 


from orient and occident, who come from diverse background, but share their 
faith in Islam, The variety of interest, approach and i 

different contributions of the volume mirror the richness of diversity which has 
always been the characteristic of healthy Islamic intellectual life, This 
Festschrift comtains articles on aspects of Islamic intellectual perspective and 
heritage and outlines the nature of Islamic society, state and economy. It also 
contains contributions on some celebrated scholars and reformers who have 
made lasting effect on Islamic movement in the recent past as well as a 
bibliography of the writings of Mawlind Mawdodi together with an introduc- 
tion to his vision of Isiam and of Islamic revival, The book will be read with 
fascination by general readers as much as by the specialists in Islamic studies, 





THE ISLAMIC FOUNDATION is an educational and research organisation 
devoted to developing a better understanding of Islam among all the people of 
the world, Mustim and non-Muslim. It aims at improving human communica- 
tions so as to galvanise man to the message and ideal of One God and the 

‘of mankind, as brought by all the Prophets of God throughout the ages, last of 
whom was the Prophet Muhammad (may Allah bless him). An important 
—— portage V's multifarious activities is the publication of literature 

it Islam. 


SAUDI PUBLISHING AND DISTRIBUTING HOUSE is a leading firm of 
book publishers in Saudi Arabia which, apart from its business activities, is also 
deeply interested in the movements for the revival of Islam in the world, 


